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FEMALE PERFECTION. 


Preſented to the (crious Meditation 


and peruſal of all modeſt Women, 
who deſire to live under the Go- 


vernment of Vercue,and are 
obedient to her Laws, 


Containing an Hiſtorical! diſcourſe of the 
Beſt and pincipalleſt for Holineſs and 
Vercue of that Sz x. 


liluſtrated with ſundry Poems and Figures, 
pertinent ro the Story, 


——_ 
— 


By a Perſon of Honour. 


—TLuke 1. 28. Hail, thou that art highly favours 
ed, the Lord 1s with thee : bleſſed art thou among 
Women. 
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Printed by ?.L. and are to be old by Auſtin Rice, 

at the Three Hearts in S* Panls Church- 
yard, near the Weſt end, 1656. 


| Happy Milſtreſſe of all 


imaginable Graces, which 


beautifie and ennoble both bo- 
dy and minde, the Lady 
Theophila Coke. 


Madame, 


$Y Motives for 


the Dedicatt- 


ng Treatiſe to your 


"E La- 


: 


The Fpiſple - 


_———___ tet lk. eb tet. 


Ladiſhip, are three; -your 
Knowledge, your Ver- 
rue, and my owne Ob- 
ligation. Forthe firſt, as 
it ito youa ſingular Or- 
nament, and Content, fo 
' 151t tome a ſpectall com- 
fort; for you cannot de- 
light more tounderſtand, 
then I doe to be under. 
ſtood. Had I written to 
your Ladiſhip in the 
Roman Language, the 
French, the [ralian,or the 


Spa- 


CONTIN 


Dedicatory. 
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Spaniſh, they had beene 


| almoſt as fanultar toyou 


as this your native 
Tongue, in which you 
are Miſtreſle of ſo greac 


an Elegancy, that no 


words are ſo fit as your _ 


owne, to eternize your 
owne. actions, But theſe 
are only the conveyances 
of Learning, the vaſt bo- 
dy whereof you have fa- 
thonvd, and inevery ſe- 
verail part of it are M1- 

a 4 fhrefle 


——————_— 


The Epiſtle 


ſtreſle of as much, as the 
want of an Academicke 
education, and the man1- 
fold divertments incident 
to your ſexe,permit. And 
of this ineſtimable trea- 


ſure, Modeſty keeps the 


key,and ſhuts out Oten- 


tation, not ſuffering a 
word to 1ſlue forth with- 
out a Grace to attend 1t. 


Hence 1t comes to paſle, - 
that as 1t 1s impoſs1ble to | 


handle perfumes without 
hea- 


Lo 


Dedicatory. 


RE IE 


KATINE away partof their 
; ent; F- to converle with 
 '0u without favouring 
 f your goodnefle. Nor 
oes your Diſcourſe a- 
- dnercliſh of your ſweet 
' Yiſpoſition;for you reade 
ot ofa vertue, which you 
O2rthwith put not into 
R,& adde to it a oreater 

2auty, then it had inthe 
- xample from which 
ou deriv'd 1t. T he confi- 
 keratto, Madam, of theſe 
your 


—__ 


The Epiſile 


your Excellencies cotr 
firm'din me a beliefe,thſh 
this portraiture ( thougn 
imperfe) of the pringg 
Preſident of femall Pele 
fection, would prove th 
Preſent moſt acceptabey 
to your Ladiſhip , th 
whoſe innocency yr 
makeas neer an approafir 
as any thing morrtall caſt: 
doe. Should I fay yoyc 
are : without fſinne, fo 
ſhould imptouſly conv 
fr: 


wei 
ed. 


Ad 


© Dedicatiry. 


ofradict the Scriptures; 
thſhould I ſay you have a- 
2ny,[ ſhould unjuſtly goe 
inpgainſtmine own know- 
'cledge;for neither [, nor [ 
e think, Envy ber felfcould 
bbeyer yet diſcover in you 
, the leaſt imperfection, 
ySure| amif you have 1n- 
acirmities, they are Inte- 
caſtate, unleſſe you place 
yoyour owne Conſcience 
_ fora witneſle, which it 
onvill not better be- 
tr; . - = 


— 
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The Epiſtle 


come to judge it ſelte, thei « 
it- will doe my Charit ; 
to cleare it. Noris this pu [ 
rity of yours froward an 
. formall, but gentle, free 
and communicative, You F 
ſhew the world that ther: 
isachriſtian freedome, © © 
which we may lawfully 7 
partake, By your fain © 
Demeanour you cleerh 
demonſtrate, that ſan&t. Y 
ry may be without Fu. V 
lterity, and vertue ſe * 
curelj 


A 


| "I 


ED Dedicatory. 
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« Curely ſociable, and thar 
i ſhee 1s more fruitfull 1n 
\u ſociety, than in ſolitude. 
nc 1 his teſtimony, Ma- 
+» dame, Truth, and the 
o people (whoſe Regitter 
js 1am) commanded mee 
0 © give You, and com- 
lh mend to Poſterity.” [ 
ir cannot deſcend to ſuch 


|, baſeneſle,. as to flatter 


+; you, yet (if I ſhould, ) 
y, would not you be flat- 
( terd, who are like a 
> - {weet 


"0 REI av..- 
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= The EpiStle 
ſweet Inſtrament, that 
ſends forth a delighttull 
ſound without being ſen. - 
ſible of its owne Harm. ! 
ny. No, no, heaven for- ! 
bid my lines ſhould bee \ 
like thoſe Sacrifices,ou 1 
of which they uſed tf 
plucke the heart, but leave % 
the tongue behinde, I ſe. \ 
riouſly proteſt, thatif you C 
were E mpreſle of the © 
World, and were with Y 
all as eminent in Vice, a { 


you 


— 
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Dedicatory. 
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OT 
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at you are in Vertue, I 
11| would not give you the 
n- feaſt praiſe in exchange 
o. for all yourlarge poſleſ- 
c- ſions; for no gold ſhall e- 
ee Ver winne mee to guild 
ut finne. And I freely con- 
© fefle that if within the 
v; large circuitof my Con- 
ſe, verſation, or Reading, [ 
on could have founda femi- 


þ nine Example, fairerthen 


4, your owne, to her peru- 


x fall, if living, I hadcom- 


) 
I 


Ol . mended 


ITY FEI 


_— 
—— 


The Evite 
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mended this Treatiſe, 1 \ 
dead, had bequeathd 1! | 
to her memory. Such 7 c 
proſtituted Eloquence,as I 
made Apologies for Me. { 
falina, and Quartilla, are y 
to me odious. But wee t: 
muſt warily diſtinguiſh is 
betweene agrofle Flatts f: 
ry,and a due Praiſe; they 
>: latter of which, ſaith Pltr 
feos ny, no man contemnethy 
till hee hath left to doey 
things pratſeworthy, Azat 


we 


Wa pre ——_ re I 


: Deaicatory. 
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j we cannot over-worſhip 
1 the true Deity, ſo wee 
4 cannotover-praile a true 
,% Picty. Ic onely now re- 
e/- ſteth, thar | offer up to 
re your Ladithip, two Pe- 
ret tictons; the firlt of which 
{h1s,that you wonld vouch- 
te ſafe topernut this Booke, 
hiunder your gratious Pa- 
i tronage, to doe that 
thwhere you are not, which 
loc you performe where you 
Atare; that 1s, to confirme 
NE dy the 


——_ ——_ 4 Wn Y — 
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The Epittle 
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the good,and convert the 
bad. The next 1s, tha 
your Ladithip woul: 
be pleaſed to accept of ni) 
ſubmilsive Gratitude 
which, though great, ca 
be no way proportiona 
ble rothe infinity of yap | 
favours. Fheſe I woul. 
endeavour here toſumm 
up, were | not deterie 
from theattempt by Im 
poſsibiliry, and your no 
bleſt Nature, - to whic 


no 


—_—— 
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Dedicatory. 
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nothing 1s more dif: 
plealing , than tiazkes 


| for an ola i5=avfic, no- 


thing mute pleading, 
than the conferring of 
a new. I chooſe there- 
fore rather to be ar- 
gced of Ingratitude, 
than ol offending your 
Ladiſhippe , whoſe 
ſervice next to that 
of GOD, I juſtly 
glory in, 1t being the 


Þ 2 onely 


_— /——__ ___—_ I ———_ — 
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The Epiſtle, Wc. 
onely Honour now 
left, 


p 


CIR — 


ww. Aactroeoowmoes 
Y 


Your Ladiſhips moſt humble, 
4 


lojall Servant, | 

| Y 
ANTH, STAFPORD, , 
1 
ſ 
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To the Feminine 
READER. 


a Iu are bere preſen- 
ted by an extreme 
Honowrer of your 
ſexe,with a Mir- 


rour of bemall perfeftion. It is 
D. nota Glaſſe wherein a Babe, a 
Foole, or a Monſter may [ce it 
ſelfe,as well as you. By this you 
cannot curle your haires, fill up 


your wrinckles,and ſo alter your 
b3 looks, 


. Mn Ct CREE <LI PEG. us el IS A OE SAS I EEE eg At 4 I ns _ 
rn ee — 2 
OE i ma 
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looks, roat Nas ure - who made 
you, knowes you" no more, but 
utterly forgets ber owne Works 


manſh:v. By this you «2nnot lay 


ſpors on your face5yþur r.ketbem 
out of your ſoules,you may. By 
this you canno; compoſe your 
Countenances, but your Mindes 
you ſhall, aud give them a never 
fading Beauty. 1n this you ma) 
di ſcerne all Vertues, and all Gra- 
ces at their full erowrh Here 
you may diſcover Charity diftri= 
buting, Temperancy: abſtaining, 
Patience fufferins, Humanity 
yeelding, ( baſtity refting, Va- 
torr com bating, and Prudency 

alle 


} 


D 
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_ aſtihing all t. 1eſe. Here, any ornd- 
mens yu 1r:44y have. you may 
»þ. better , anc. 449 you bave n'1e,y0u 
may pur Þze as the eafie rate of 
r1eadir:g and un'tating. Here you 
By ay learne to transforme your 
ugly Vices int9 48 amiable Ver 
tues. This Glajſe will not flats: r 
you. nor if you be angry with it 
for ſbewing your Deformities , 
can you breake it, Roth the mat- 
fer, and th: refleftions bere are 
all internall, and therefore not 
eangible. This us ſhee whoſe Em- 
bleme ingenious An-iquity made 
an Vaicorne, layinz his head 1 


the e (apy of a Virgin, This is 
þ 4 the 


_—_— 
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he faire tree, wboſe lovely fruit ſac 
oce taſted, expels not for a time 'wi 
onely, bus for ever the ryenome jel 
of the moſt deadly fines. This ts [o1 
ſhe,wpho was on Earth a Confir- 'bo 
mer of the good, and a reformer 'hu 
of the reprobate. All her Vifitants fs! 
were but ſo many (orrverts, 'de 
whoſe bad affetions, and erroni-'th 
0145 opinions, the ſweetneſſe of tl 
her diſcourſe bad reftified The ww 
Leprofie of finne was her daily /l 
curs, and they (whom vice bad 
blinded) were by her reſtored to 
their inward fight, and their pro- 
firate ſoules adored divine, Ma- 
jeſticall wertne, refiding in thit 


h 


ya ww 3B OF, ww 
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it ſacred Temple: The conference 

ve with her rais d them abo've theme 
1; jelves, and enfranchrs d: their 
is ſoules till then, chained to their 
r= bodies. The knowledge of ber, 
rr humbled the moſs proud natures, 
ts 'for the luſtre of her Merits, ren- 
s, \der'd their oWne obſcure.O make 
i- the emulation of this chaſte Tur- 
pf tle your onely ftudy! and not in 
8 words onely, but in deeds alſo 
ly fhew your ſelves Proficients; for 
d Vertues meditated, and not 4- 
0 ed,do but puſſe us up the more, 
= Wee eaſily beleeving,that wee are 
- whatwereſolve to be. Onths, 
; ground your beliefe, that [bee a- 
, mong(t 


among [} you who ſhall canſtan: 
greadin her paths, {Fall as leng; 
arrive at ihe Ceieſtiail Paradi 
which now /be inv irs, and 
receive this (aititacian, BOL 1701 
an Angell, but from God. hin 
felfe; Welcome chou fait, 
ſoulc, full of Grace, enterini 
the Glory,l have —_ ij 


thee, 


ll: 1 ——. 


uf 
Se hn. 5 


£5 EANNANA 
li Frere 


30 the Malhuline' 


mr. READER 


Ed 


zOr to you alſo 
(though ofa dif- 
f:rent ſexe) this 
p PY2 booke belongs, 
ro whom the ſacred ſubjea of 
ir brought the ſame eternall 
benefit, thee did to her owne 
 kinde. Neither doth ſhe one- 
T( ly require your Gratitude, but 
your Imiarion, whoſe mea- 
ow perfe&ion farre excels all 
your 


——_——— — 


your fo long vanted maſculinve 
merits, I doubt not but by th#10 
more,and leſfle knowing 0 \ 
you, I ſhall be diverſly judgkn 
_ ed. Thefirft will argue mee ofel 
indiſcretion in that | choſe no 
a Matter of a higher naturdm 
whereby to make a demon"! 
ſtration of my ſufficiency. Tel! 
theſe I ſhape this anſwer, thaÞv 
my Invention could not ſoaref© 
higher, for whether wee re-W 
gard her perſon, or her divine 
G tes, ſhee is in Dignity next he 
God himſelfe. There is no. ®* 
thing of fo ſublimea firaine as '? 
Vertue, which enters Hea- W. 
ven, 


tr On 


linven, when Subcilicy and Cu- 
/ thrioſity are juſtly excluded, Ic 
os vertue muſt ſave us; for in 
daknowledge the Divell him- 
> ofelfe farre exceeds us There is 
nono Argument, as [ take it, ſo 
urimportant, oc concernes us ſo 
nmuch as chat of our ſalvation. 
TT hele men would have mee 
abuſic my ſelfe inthe Phyſicks, 
refo finde out of what, not 
«Wherefore am made; Orin 
the Marhematickes, to learne 
t how farre it is to Heaven, nor 
>. how to comethither : Or in 
s Divinity, to bee inquiſitive 
- Whether or no Chriſts mirg- 


| culous 
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culous feeding of ſo many,v cf 
by augmentation, or mul: $: 
plication of the Loaves ar V 
Fiſhes: Whether or 'no th it 
who were born with fight; E 
afterwards loſt i It, _ reſt il 
red toit againe by Chriſt, ſa 0 
betrer after the Gure, the rl 
they gid before their bling k 
nefſe; And whether orno 1 
Dead, who roſe with our $1 K 
viour, aſcended with him, © 
were 4519 reduct to duf 
To theic necateſle accare fo! 
lies j ivire not, How man 
are rhere now in Hell, wh 
vohile they liv'd here, wer 


eftcemi 


2 aw ti wn i, Mo 


—————_— 


1," Eſteemd: the Organs of ' the 
lt; Sciences, . ' the IT cmples of 
ar VViledorve, nay Oracles, as 
th it they bad beene tormd in 
he; Heaven, and tent downe hi- 
sf; ther tull traught' with G ds 
{4 awne (ecrets, yet now dereſt 
h; their former. vaine Know- 
1d ledge, as much as the Datke- 
;; nefſe they lived in* But inthis 
$5; kingdome of Woe and Hor- 
- 0 xour, none of vertues ſubieas 
14 ever reſided. Let them there- 
v6! fore cenſureon, they thall not 


in ſomuch as fhake wy ſecurity; 


h for I knovy it farcs with uni- 
«« Verſall Learning, as with che 
" Vis 


P"—_s 


Vniverſe, wherein there ar ; 
more Delinquents then Tude 
es. The opinions of theſe] þ 
can well tollerate,becaule the n 
procecd from Science,though p 
erronious.- But there arc ſom 7 
whom TI have heard to paſſt g 
their caſting verdias on thi q 
moſt meriting Authors, wh 4 
delerve themſelves to be h 
hang'd for fo ctten violating a 
their owne mother tongue, q 
_ didnot their ignorance pleade x 
their pardon. Lec theſe poore þ 
voretched things, who what ; 
they heare in the laft compa- 
ny, veat for their owne in the «| 
next, 


- == I —_—_— 
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ar next, ſhare amongſt them my 
de {corne, and pitty, as being far 
{c| below my anger. I am notig- 
he) norant that he who feares the 
121 pale meager Family of the 
mM: Zoili, muſt onely write to his 
aſt owne Lar. If to the trucly ver- 
tht tuous, the truely underftan- 
7nd ding, I can approve theſe my 
be: humbleindeavours,and draw 
ng any one foule, but one degree 
ve, nearer to goodneſle, my holy 
xde ambition, and my no ſmall la- 
Ire bour ſhall receive an ample 
nat ſarisfaRion. 

Id {rt now remaines thar as to 
the theſe latter, I ſceke to approve 
Xl, C all 


_ 


likewiſc eſſay to iuftifie ch 
preſent worke. Iamthe fir 
(to my knowledge) who ha 
w1i'ten in our vulgar tongy 
on this our bleſled Virgin 
dravwne thereto [ confell b 
the ſtrengrh rather of affe& 
on, than of abiliy, Yet wit 


_ all Iprofcflc that | am her ad 


mirer, not her Idolarer, an 
that I no way allow of the 
profane cuſtome, who robb 
God of his Honour, and be 
ftow iron her. But this | wi 
lay, tharthough I impure no 


thelatetroubles and affliction 
0 


all my a@ions, (o to them 


nn en wan Gs ax» «ac was A fo. gn oo R8RÞ Yo”... iro AS om . = 
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re EE ny 


of the Proteſtant party inGey- 


mary, to the ſmall reverence 
there paid her (many of Gods 
judgements according to 
Saint Awſi:1, being fecrer,nor:e 
uniuſt) Jet truely I beleeve 
that the undervaluing of one 
ſo great, and deere in Chrifts 
eſteerne, cannot bur bee dit- 
pleaſing to him, and char the 
mote we aſcribe ro her (ſet- 
ting Invocation apart ) the 
more gratious we appeare in 
his fight. I have beeneas cau- 
tious in tlie penning of thus 
Treatiſe, as poſlibly 1 could, 
and (in imitation) of Vertues 

C2 own 
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_ owne  ſelfe) have kept the 


meane, Burt all pretenders to 
Divinity know, that without 
thehelpe of Eccleſiaſticall Hi. 
ſtory, we can ſpeake little of 
her life, or death, ſo ſparing is 
the holy Writ in themention 
of her, The ſcholaſticall and 
Eccleſiaſtical Writers inſerted 
in this Booke to truſt, or di- 
{truſt too much,is alike erronj. 
ous, and therefore I referre all 
to the dilcretio of the Reader, 
I will onely adde this; that 
ſince the finiſhing of this ſto. 
ry, I have read a bocke of the 
now Biſhop of Chicheſter, en- 
tituled 


— #— 
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tituled Apparatus, Wc. and 
am glad to finde that I have 
not digreſſed from himin any 
one particular, I conclude 
with this proteſtation, that if 
I haveſwerved in any the leaſt 

oint from the tenents recei- 
ved in the Engliſh Church, I 
ſhall bee moſt ready to ac- 
knowledge my ſelfe atrue Pe- 
nitent, Farewell. | 


E'2 Me. 


Meditationes poeticx & 
Chrifſtianz in annunciatio- 
nem beatz Virginis, 

W. A. 


Auc Maria, 


(34 es quondam, perque om- 
nia ſecula gaude, 
Omnia que gaudT ſecula tempu 
habet. 


Stipaſti que Iatitia caſturs aluear 
alt. 


Aquum eſt Ietitie mella ut in aurt 
bibas. 


Ti 
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Ty gaudl verbum peperifti, & dicit 
Avete | 
Omnibus: atque omn terrarev- 
brat Avec. 
Sed ts ſalvificum genuiſti in ſeculs 
Salve : 
Nojtra ecchs nudum nomen hons- 
76, Ave. 


Gratia plena. 


nam ſunt plena ſuo diſtenta alvea- 
ria welle, 
Bued floxe evario Chymica ſiiliat 
aprs : 
Quam plena eſt adamante ſuo, teres 
area gemme, 
ue quod non recipit, prenſat amo- 
re deci : 
nam plena eſt rad:js ſolaribus aurea 
luna, 
Oppoſitum toto cuns bibit orbe ſubar - 


c4& Duans 


<tr 


Quam plena eft Charitums, Charitun, , 


modulata chorea, 
Tam plene eft decorts virge Mari j; 
_ _ $4 

Invide quid fonters cyiſpas ? mirabi- 

le non eft Fr 
S: gravida eft Charitum, qua gr4-xoy 
vidats Deoeſt. N 
Dominus recum. WW 


Human lapſum geners ſub triflibus | 
umbris 
Luxerat Angelici curia tota chori, 
Et reparari iterum conmuntt numing 
anſa 
Virgineo optavit poſſe videre ſinu. 
O homo quan: ſit grata ſalus tibi pro- 
ria | quando , 
Angelica exultat turba ſalute tua, © 


Benedicta tuin mulicribus. 
| Af 0y- 


— 
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Wyorborum mors intravit loneo ordine 
| mundum, 
nh E eminea quondaw ſolicitata mann. 
Sic Charitum Vita 1n1ravit longs ag- 
bt. mine mundum, 
Feminea Matie ſolicitata fide. 
4 Fons nobis vite, vita pariendo fur. 
Noſque erimus laudts fons, bened:- 
a tibi. 
Nam dignum eſt per quam cepit be- 
nediftiovite, 
” Ft pre ſexuter benedifta ſus. 


. Er benedictus fruftus yentris tui. 


Eructaſſe bouum pleno de peFfore wer. 
bum, 

Divinoſeſepradicat orepater. 
Hoc Chriſtus verbum eſt, quod de bo- 
nitatrs abyſſs, 

Effudit cafto vires Maria ſin. 


_ 
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Gratum eſt, & influns pariter, Bex 
dicto ut ipſa 


Fuſa reperenſſo ſit bonedi(Fa fom'i 


Spiritus ſanctus ſuperveniet inte 


43 
Yt Zephiri tenerts ubi fubilat hal | 
hortis, | 4 


Dulcrs adorate depluit aura roſe ' 
Spirits at flort tam molitter Pd " 
Libat 
vt non virgineos explicet ore ſixu # 
Sic Mariam ſanctus Deitatss ſpirit 
afflat : Gi 
Num:na & caſtus flumina funi , 
07)X. 
Nec tamen aterni ſolvit tibi clay NE 
pudoryes - ; 
Statque tue implicito culmine tw * 
roſe. ” 
Chriſtum ill:bata de wirgine crea 
Barm, 
$*. 35:bato oft cortice nat dvr. 


| 


Et virtus altifimi obumbrabut tib1 


Np, . | 
Epigramma diſſertum. 


ar, t geunrt magnum pater extra tem- 
alit 0rd natum : 
Tempore fic natum virgo Maria 
ſe brevem. 
ſeuProdj in murdum fibi par, ſubſtan- 
tid d:ſpar : 
77 Vt fine matre Dems, ſic ſine patre 


uey. 
mY 1 pruerperium Deus eſt : maiuſ- 
que videtus 
Non eguiſſe viro, n0n eguiſſe D 


W: Caſta fugit Iucens, v Virgo paritura Fr 


und 


umnbra: 
a paritura umbram preſtitit ipſe 
- Dexs, 
mg . 0 condeſcenſ; & wova oratia : luminis 
yy Author 


Ipſe creature vertitur umbra ſug. 
| Lt q ue 


OOTY £22 Q——— es A RE. De OR mn 


CE Es. _ | —— 
Vtque inwiſubilss lucts pater aug 
habetux. EZ 
Sic eſt viſibilis virgs Maria gel) 
Viſurus numen Moſes penetravi 
umbramn : 
Tunc Chriſtus muaneuy tnc fi 
umbra fuit. 
Migremu texebre ad lucem, dum 
mine verſs, 
Proque die tenebya eff, pro tenth 
que ales, 


—  — 


— 
OT ” -— 
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F HE GHYRLOND 
of the bleſſed Virgin 


Rr, are five letters tn this bleſſed 

f POR (I PP -ich,chang dia five-fold (Name, 
YI Id Pftericdeſigne, 

ESE 7% M., ue Mie, Alt 


Pp A lmonds clame, 


 ” Ro: I. [7 E ſweet Þ. plantine. 


Theſe forme thy Ghyrlond. Wherof Myrtle greew. 
 Thegladdeſt Rae to all the numbred-frue, 
1s (o _ -ed, and laid in, between, 
As Love,bere ſludied to kerp Grace alive, 


The 


I am. —_— NY 
_— —_— 


The Ghyrlondof 

The ſecond ſtring « the ſweet Almond bleome 
Tmounted high upon Selinis creft : 

As it, aloxe, (and onely it ) had roome, 


To knit thy Crowne,and glorifie the refs, 


The thirds; from the garden call d the Role, 
The Eye of flowers, worthy,for hy ſcent, 
To top the faireft Lillie, now, that growes, 
with wonder on the thorny regiment. 


+ AS Lens 


The fourth ts humble Toy, snterſert, 
But lywlie laid, as on the earth aſleep, 
Preſervea, m her antique bed of Vert, (cret 
No fanh's more firme, or flat, then, where't dot 


But, that which 'unmes all, s the Eglantine, 
Which, of the field ts clep'd the ſweeteſt brier, 
Inflan'd with ardor ts that myjtick Shine, 
In Moles buſh, un-wafted wn the fire, 


Thws, Love,avd Hope,and burning Charitie, 
(Divineſt graces) areſo entermixt, 

Wuh od'rous ſweets and (oft hamilitse, 
As if they *ador' dthe Head,wheron th' are firt 


The 


OO — 


7. 
T 


H 
A 


the bleſſed Virgin, 


— — —_— —_— 
— —_— Oe emo 


THE REVERSE 
on the backe ſide. 


" "TD Heſe Myſteries do point ro three more great, 
On the reverſe of thu your circling crowne, 
All, poxrung their full ſhowre of graces downe, 
T he glorious Trinity 5 Vnion mes, 


Daxghter,and Mother and the Spouſe of GOD, 
” eAlihe of ken, to that moſt blefſed Trine, 
dot Of Perſons, yet m Union (ONE) arvine. 
How are thy giſts,and graces blaz'd abroad ! 


> Aoſft holy,& pure Virgin, bleſſed Mayd,(Tower, 
Sweet Tree of Lofe, Kang Davids S trength and 
The Heaſe of gold, the Gate of keavens power, 


The Morning. flar,whoſe light Our Fal hath flayd 2 


Great Dncen of Omcens,moſt mild,moſt meck,moſt 
| Moſt venerable. Canſe of all our joy. (wiſe, 
*. Whoſechearfull look our ſadnefſe doth deſtroy, 

And ar the ſpotleſſe Mirrour to Mans eyes. 


The 


The Ghyrlona of, =_ 


The Seat of Saprence,the moſt lovely Adother, 
And moſt to be admired of thy Sexe, 
Who mad ft us happy all, is thy reflexe, | 
By bringing forth G O D's oxely Son, no other. 


Thou Throne of glory,beauteous as the Afoon, 
Therefie Morning, or the riſing Sun, (a 
Who like a Giant hafts hit courſe torus, 


Till he hath reach'd hu two-fold point of Nooxe, 
How arte thy vifts aud graces blaz'd abro'd, \ 


Through all the lines of this circumference, . 
T imprint iz all purg'd hearts this virgin ſen W 
Of being Daughter, Mether, Spouſe of GO D! C 


Is 


—— > DS —_—_—_——_—_— 
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eA Pannegyricke upon 
the bleſſed Virgin MARY. 


VV Hat eye dares ſearch the 
brightneſle of the Sun *7 


” What Pencilldraw it 2 what con- 
' ception 
Is cleane enough thy pureneſfle to 
deſcry, 
[ Or ſtrong enough to ſpeake thy 
Dignity 
Bleſt Mother of our Lord, whoſe 
happy ſtate, 
None but an Angels tongue did 
firſt relate 
A Thouwert oncarth a ſtarre moſt 


heavenly bright, 
q That 


4, 


——_ —O—— 
Op re on "OS 


—— 


That cidft bring forth the Sunn 
that lent thee light. 
Ancarthly veſlell full of heavenh 


grace, 


Thatbroughſt forth life to Ada 


dying race : 

For God on carth thou wert: 
royall throne, 

The quarry to cut out our corne 
ſtone, 

The choſen cloth to make h 
mortall weed, 

_ Soile bleſt with fruit, yet free fro 
morrtall ſced. | 

In marriage bands thou ledſt 
Virgin life, 

And though untouch'd, becam' 
a fruitful! wite. 

Though thouto aged Toſeph we 
aſlur'd, 

No carnall love that ſacred leagy 
procur'd, , 


"_ci__ 


All vaine delights were farre from 
your aſſent, 

For chaſt by vow you ſeal'd your 
cha it intent. 


Thus God his Paradiſe to 1oſeph 


lent, 


 Wherein to plant the Tree of life 


he meant, 

To raiſe a birth miraculous, and 
by 

His ſacred wayes of power dif- 
cloſe that high 

And holy Myltery,which Angels 
(though 


| Sofullof light) defir'd to peepe 


into, 


* Whenthou thy, Maker didſt bring 


forth, and he 
Whoſe age had beene from all c- 
ternity, 
Was borne an Infant from thy 
bleſſed wombe. 
d 2 He 


No — —— ———— — ——— 


He lay encloſed in that narrow 
roome, 

Whoſe g reatneſle heaven & earth 
could not containe . 

Who made the world, and nature 
did ordaine, | 

Was made of thy fleſh; he, whoſe 
open'd hand 


Feeds all the Creatures both by 


{ca and land; 

That even to thee thy life and be 
ing lent, 

Did trom thy breaſt receive his 
nouriſhment. 

His birth no humane tongues were 
fit to ſing. 

Th Angellike Quire did greet 
their new-borne King, 

So bright a conſort, and ſo ſweet 
ala | 

Made night more faire and cheer 
tullchanthe day, 

And 


A 


And little Bethlem: with more glo- 


ry fill d, 

Than all the Roman Pallaces 
could yecld. 

How wondrous great is then thy 
happineſle 


That wert his Mother? but who 
can expreſle 


So highabliſſe? when we deſire 


Cl 


to fame 


Some other Maid or vertuous wo- 


mans name, 

When we of other Ladies write 
the lives, 

Of chaſte Maides, happy Mothers, 
conſtant Wives, 

Such as beſt Writers have re- 
nown'd of yore, 

When we have told their noble 
vertues Ore, 

We draw examples, and beſides 


their owne 
& 3 Faire 


At. 
De re EEC 


Faire ſtories, praiſe them by com. 7 
pariſon. 

But in thy life we cangot; thoi T 
alone 

Canſt not at al admit compariſon, 

So far thy happy name and ho- 


nour lives, 

Above all other Mothers, Maids, 
or Wes, 

That twerea finne, when we thy 
ſtory tell, 

So muchas once to thinke of Px 
ralell. 

Wee llet theeinthine owne pure 
titles live, 

And ſpeake no praiſe of thee bur 

of1tive. 

As when we lay all ages, nations 
all 

Shall thee moſt happy among 

women call, 


That 


That of the greateſt bleſſing God 


ere {ent 
To {infull man, thou wert the in- 


ſtrument. 


T. AM. 
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eA Panegyricke on thr a 
bleſſed Virgin MARY. © 

Al, 

Doe not tremble, when I write AS 

A Miflreſſe praiſe, but with delight. To 
Can dive for Pearles into the flood, \ At 
Fly through every Garden, wood, Jo) 
S realing the choice of | fowrs,o wind: Bu 
To areſſe ker body or her minde, Pu 
Nay the Saints and Angels are Fo 
Not ſafe in Heaven, till ſhe be faire, Th 
Ardrich as they,nor will this doe Tl 


Vitill Fu be my Tdoll too : T/ 
With this /- icriledge I d:ſpence, T/ 
No fright is in my Conſcience, A 
2y hand ſtarts not,nor do T the: T 
F; _ 2 ay QUARINGS 1 my pen; T 


i hoſe every drop of Inke within, 
Dwell 


— 
Rr 


= Dywels as in me, my Parents ſinne, 
EE And pray ſes on the Paper wrot, 
8 Have but conſpir d to make a blot, 
"SY, hy ſhould ſuch fears invade me now, 
th That writes on her 2 to whom doe bow 
The ſoules of all the iuſt, whoſe place 
Is next to Gods, and in hs face 
"All creatures and delights doth ſee 
As darling of the Trinitie; 
oh, To whom the Hierarchy doth throne, 
4, \ And for whomHeaven t# all one ſong. 
Toyes ſhould poſſeſſe my ſpirit here, 
ae, But pious 10yes are mixt with feare. 
Put off thy ſhooe, "ts holy ground, 
For here the flaming Buſh is found, 
16, The miſticke Roſe,the Iv ry Tower, 
The morning Star, & Davids bower, 
The Rod of Moſes, and of Tele, 
The fountaine ſealed, Gideons fleece. 
A woman cloathed with the Sunac, 
The beauteorts Throne of Solomon, 
The Garden ſhit, the living ſprice, 
7 he 


The Tabernacle of the King, 
The Altar breathing ſacred fume, 
The Heaven diſtillwg honic-combtf 
The untouch d Lilly, full of dew, 
A Mother, yet a Firem tre, 
Beforc,and after ſhe brought fort" 
(Our ranſome of Eternall worth) . 
Both God & man,what voice £41 fit 
This myſtcry, or Cherubs wing F, 
Lend from his golden ſtocke, a Pin 
To wrie, how heaven came downt pd 

(ongl 
Here feare,and wonder ſo ad vance 
My ſoule, it muſt obey a Trance, 


: 


We TY 
s 
MA Panegyricke dedica- 
_ a to the eternal Memory, and 
miglorious Fame of the bleſſed 
ce Virem Mary. 


Sr 


End me Elas Chariot to 
inſpire 

My teeble Muſe. Wheeles 
of celeſtiall fire 

'Beare her from Earth,purge cy'ry 
looſer thought 

This duller ayre, or that grofle 
Dunghill wrought. 


Let 


— 


—_—_—— 


CR —— — — ——— CG 


Letall her ſtraines be pure, Clo, — 
her in white, | Jr 
And innocent wit; let her cha! | 
ſoule delight \ « 
In no adulterate line, no wants O! 
ſenſe, ſo 
Let all her knowledge be her, Þ 
nocence To 
As Adams ere he fell; then lc 
ſhe raiſe 0 
A maiden fpirit to chant a V h 
gins praiſe. 
Yer let her not be barren, | 
bring forth J 
Zealeto each eare ſhe ſtrikes, X 
ſhall her worth 
Shine like the Saint ſhe fings oP 
wonders doe, | 
And be as ſhe a Maide, and M 
ther t00. Te 
Inſtruct me you nine Orders ho S, 
70 fing., 


—————— — 


[——— 


_—  -— 


clo— Rn ——— 
Jrlet a Cherubin pluck me from 

Chia: his wing, 
\ quill to write the ſtory, or en- 


rants Treate : 
Four brother Gabriel from his 


er]. bleſſed ſeate 
To viſit Earth, and teach mee, 
} bo I miſle 
ofſalute M ax ry ina voyce like 
\V! his. 


F 


Yoepe on your eyes faire Virgins 
. long hath ſtaid, 
' Riſe, and to Berhlem run to fee a 
5 o, Maide. 
Riſe Matrons, in your armes your 
infants beare, 
To Bethlem hafte, and ſee Gods 
Mother there. 
Martrons, and Virgins runne, haſte 
( Alto ſee, 


'S 


Both 


— li————mm en 


* Auſtin, 
Baron1- 
us, ad 
others, 
hold that 
ſhewas 
deſcen- 
ded from 
the Tribe 
of Levi, 
whschthe 
date Bi- 
ſhop of 

Chiche- 


ſter 
oppoſeth. 


| Both joyn'd .in one a fruP. 
Chaſtity. 

Then every Matron this * 
wonder tell, V 

And every Virgin chant a on 
ticle, | 

Sing bleſſed Mary's praile, i 
5 for her 

Tehowah rivall'd with a Cary! 
ter. 

Mary deriv'd from two moſt « 
r10us Springs 

The bloud of Lewes Pricſts, js 
Indab's Kings, 

Which did as i a Type A 
ſhew her ſtory, * 

To be the Mother both of Gr: 1 
and Glory. 

Sing of her birth, how not! 
deem'd with prize, 


Her Father payd her as a fie | 
fice 


/ 


D 


ruzPucto his God, when others ran. 
{om'd be 
| orWith Shekles, as it were a fſla- 
very 
: (:Toſerve their Maker, and the Pa- 
' rents feare 
e, gro cruſt him with the wardſhippe 
' of their heire. 
arppBut the bleſt Maide, whom An- 
*' gelsnow admire, 
} ;(Glad they have got her to cn- 
| creaſe their Quire) 
;, 410 child-hood firſt her Virgin 
__ taskebegun, 
{; And in the Temple pray'da pret- 
ty Nun; 
5: Th:tthe firſt breath ſhe ſicckt was 
holy aire, 
+; Andthe firſt word ſhe learn'd to 
liſpe, was pray'r. 
3c There might you ſee an Iafant 
 daintour-vie 
D The 
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The Levies in Devotion, and ; 7] 
eye 
Caſt up to heaven cre it the cart 'T 
had knowne; 
Whole ſhowers of teares in pio! T 
ſorrow ſhowne 
For Eves offence, not hers, ſh». Y' 
did begin 'h 
To learne Repentance erc ſhe T1 
knew to ſ1nne. 
Each morning ſtrove the eat Gi 


Larke, and ihe 
Who firſt ſhould chant their Tt 
cred melody. f 


He that had ſcene her mighth " 
very {ence 
Have prophecied an Age of Inno Yc 
cence V 
Reborne with her. I ſhould hay T' 
thought her one tc 
Ofthe; great Cherubins ſent fron Tt 
its throne I 
To 


ws 


4: To breed a race of Angels, and 
_ ſupply 
ar! Their roome that tell by proud 
Apoſtaſic. 
io! Thus the grew up in zeale, and 
holy feares, 
(Yet ſtill Devotion would out-bid 
: heryeares, 
ſk T1111 * ar fifteen (when others ho- 
lier fires 
-a1\Grow to more wanton, and un- 
. Chaſte deſires) | 
r {The Prieſts bethought a husband 
tor her bed; 
t b But Mary's thoughts all unto Hea- 
 venwere fled. 
ane Yet was ſhe Toſephs Spouſe, not 
with th'intent 
nay T'unlooſe her Uirgin Zone, but 
to prevent 
ron The ſutes of others, and enjoy 
more tree 
Ti © The 


* The 6- 
Pinion of 
v_ 
an, how 
trxe [ 
know 


n9t, 


The treaſure of un{potted Chi 
ſtity. : 

Who will belceve the wonder 
have ſaid © 

Mary a husband tooke, to live 
Maide. 

Dare not thou Joſeph to approx 
tOO NEAre 

This heavenly Arke, thy Godi 
habits there. 

Touch not that ſancifh'd, and hi 
low'd wombe, 

Whence thy ſalvation, and tl 
worlds muſt come: 

For 'tis nut, Carpenter, thy A 
that can 

Repare the Fabricke of ſelte-r 

ind man: 
a7 muſt Bride to thy Creato! 
e 
And cladin fleſh part of the T: 


nit 
of: 


J ay z* 
__ 
hh. —— 


——— 


Ul Sce God hath ſent from hiseter- 
nall ſphere, 


det Bleſt Gabriel, his fhre-wing'd Meſ- 

: ſenger, 

Ive Whocrown'd with Glory, anda 

 _ wreathof Light, 

"OX: Salutes the Virgin, donbtfull of 

 theſight, 

dir And courts her thus. Haile Mary 
full of grace, 

I (Wherewith a bluſh roſe in her 
baſhfull face. 

d th Andverifid his words ) the Lord, 

uoth he, 


7 A' Hath lefthis Heaven , and comes 
to dwell in thee; 
E-! Bleſt amongſt women, in thy 


lexedivine; 
at, For ev'ry breft falvation ſucks 
from thine. 
TI: Suppoſe a King had ſome gay fa. 
vorite ſent 


of e 2 With 


—— 


—_—— 


With powerfull R hetoricke, and 
Court complement 

To win a Country Girle. Whit 
could ſhe gueſle 

But *twas ſome {cornc on her un- 
worthineſle 2 

So Mary ignorant what her Ver- 
tuc was, 

(For ſhe had made Humility he: 
glafle) | 

Doubts what the words ſhoull 
meane, wonders to heare 

This ſalutation, and miſtruſts he: 
EAre. 

And when the Angell tels hero! 
a SOnne, ] 

To fit on Princely Davids royal 
Throne, 

bs rule the houſe of [acob, and ti 

- 
A ſceptred Prince to all Etcrni- 
ty, 
He: 


nl- 


Je 


_—_ 
= —_— —_— 


»————— td ———— 


Her modeft ſoule no vaine Ambl- 
tion ſway'd, 

She rather choſe to live an bum. 
ble Maid, 

Then a Queene Mother. How can 
ME quoth ſhe, 

Who nere knew man, and am a 
Votary 

Nere to know any, teeme with 
{ſuch a birth, 

Who would not for the treaſure 
of the earth 

Be falſe unto my vowes? My love 
is pray'r, 

And picty allthe ſonnes 1 meane 
to beare. 

But when the Angell did Gods 
will relate, 

That he would get a ſonne that 


might create, 

She yeelds a Handmaid to her 
Lords deſire, 

| E 2 O 
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O I burthinke how ſuch QrangeB 
newes would fire 

Some Ladics hearts with pride A 
whenthey ſhould heare; | 

Gods growne enamour'd on thei:N 
beauties were ! 

How they would thinke them T 
ſelves worthy the bed _ 

Of their Creatour, and adva nee Bi 
their head 

Above Mortality,promiſing thei 6 
eyes 

Tobe made Stats to -lorific teN 
Skies . 

But Mary's zeale {well'd highs D 


then her pride; t 
Nothing mov'd that, not whe! V 
old Zachary's Bride 
Felre the Babe dance, and leap: T 
within her wombe, 


For joy the Mother of his Lord 5 


was COME, 
But 


— 


ange But bleſs'd her God regarded her 
' eſtate, 
ide, And ſung not to her ſelte, Mag- 
© nificat. 
het Nor when the Shepheards did re- 
kate their ſtory 
em. That was as full of wonder as of 
Glory, 
nce;Bur rooke the Angels Hymne,and 
' chanted then 
heit Glory to God on high, good will 
to men. 
the Nor when three Kings did to her 
Cratch reſort, 
he; D1d ſhee conceive her Stable 
' tura'd a Court, 
en: When to a Prieſt, a Prophet, and 
a King, 
ape They ſev'rall brought their ſe- 
v'rall offring. 
rd She tooke not to delight a wan- 
ton ſenſe. 
ut Ee 4 The 
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The pretious My rhe, and odrodfc 
Frankincenſe, t 

Nor did with covetous greelfi 
eyes behold 

The Eaſterne wealth ( the. thiÞ; 
mans treaſure) gold; y 

Her Sonne., and Saviours w—_ 
to prefer, 

Was Mirrhe, was Franken 
was gold to her. 

Her life was all Humility, Mubr 
make haſte 

Toſing her Death, and how ke 
lite being paſt, 

Heaven entertain'd her; for theiT 
Hymnes divine 

Are fitter to relate her praiſe, tha T 
thine. 

Thou haſt not power tunfol Þ 
with whata feare 


She fled to &gypr, and continu ? 
there 


T 


+ m_——_— _ Cm mm——— 


Irouſ ofave her Infants life, not skill 
4 cowl 
cedHow much ſhe joy'd at ev'ry Mt- 
racle. 
thiPreſume not thou to number 
- what hereyes 
noiShowre forth in tcares, as on the 
- Croſle ſhe ſpies 
enkHer Sonne, and Saviour, nor what 
' careſhe ſhow'd, 
MufTo gather up the drops of bloud 
that low'd 
7 kePure Balſome from his ſide; nor 
venture on | 
theiiTo write with what a violent 
zeale ſhe run 
tha To begge with 7oſeph hea Tombe 
might have, 


fol By whom we all are ranſom'd 
from the Grave. 
nut Methinks I ſee how by lis Croſſe 
ſhe ſtood, © 
T How 


-—_ 


' How her ſad eyes vide t: Karl 
he dropt bloud; 
Her eyes more ſad, cauſe they p br 


tain'd their ſight, tr 
And could not doe as Heavend, 
looſe their light. 
Her armes exprefle the Crohnc 
whereon he dide, 
As if ſhe too meant tobe cru L 
fide. Yr 


I ſee her vaile rent; for it coy Þ 
not be, qu 
. The Temple ſhould expre h 


more griete than ſhe. He 
Me thinkes I heare her plaints.(S 
Chriſt that I CC 


| Should give thee fleſh; for elſe yt 
could'ft not dye! 


Divinity & from all paſſion free, & 
That thou canſt (oft torments, m'S* 
Trom wee. lo 

m 
WW htr. 


I —_— 


Enmc_—_ 


EM 


Tlphercfore thy Virgin Mother here 
owes 4 
CY oy howres to prayers , tiff thy Laſt 
i * nn call. 


* _ here I crave no pardon, if 
penne 
JT thoſe preſumptuous, and 
re curious men : _ 
caf hoſe bold Diſputes dare into 
queſtion call 
prel hat ſonnes ſhe had, and whe- 
ex Chriſt was all. 
ts.(s if a mortall durſt ro Mary 
come, 
> And court Gods widdow, to pro- 
phane her wombe, 
\sitthe Mother Maide that ſtile 
it gave Ore, 
To be 2 Mother, but a Maide no 
more, 


Mt! Or 


ne ee EE Ent 


—-_ 


Or ſhe that God and man hh 
borne, would be dy 
A Mother now to bearc Humyi 


nity, he 
As the from heayen to earth "__ 
thoughts had caſt, 


And could love ſe ph, that vn 
God embrac'd. 

No, having layne, great hevelyt 
immortal King, 

Vnder the ſhadow of thy gratio 
wing : jo! 

She Turtle like would a chalynl 
widdow be, 

And vow'd to love no oth 
Dove but thee, 

Bur ever mourn'd thy abſence,}Þo; 
her eyes al 

Had ſpent her ſoule in teares, aOf 
love-ſtrain'd cries, H 

Crackt her poore heart-ſtring At 
Having caſt away | k 

Tit 


m—— —_——_C — 
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kihe toylefome burthen of unwel- 

| dy clay, 

mich pure, and ayrie pinions, 
hence ſhe flies, 

»li_fnd forſakes earth, to ſecke thee 
. intheskyes. 

 lyWhen ſhe arriv'd where her bleſt 
: Mate doth dwell : 

vetWhat Poets, Pricſts, or Prophets 

\ngecantell 

he entertainements, welcomes, 

joyes have beene, 

Vnlefſe in Pathmos he had Viitons 

ſeene. 

te may ſuppoſe that Angels 

clapt their wings, 

Powers and Dominions ſhowted, 

all the ſtrings 

a2 Of Seraphins tun'd high, lowd 
Hymnes did play. 

# Atroope of Virgins on the Mzl- 
| kyway 

Ji Met 


Met herin ſaow-white robes pf 
Convoy had 

Legions of Martyrs, all in ſea! T 
clad. | 3 

Toſuah with Captaines, Dat " 
fainted Kings, 

All tendred their reſpe&ts. Ti n 
Pallace rings & 

With acclamations, Eve ru! (V 
forth to {ce | 1 

Whence ſprung the fruit, cur} 
the forbidden tree. 

Sarah makes haſte, her Lad 
wombeto bleſſe, 

Without whoſe birth, the cu T 
of barrenneſle : 

Had laine upon her, though - 
had a ſonne, 

And had brought twenty Iſai! 
forth for one. 

Rebecca with the better of |: 

twins, | 

An 


7 — 


a And Rachel with her Toſeph too be. 
' gins 

ak rs chant her praiſe. The brave 

Bethulian Dame, 

ar) Victorious Iadith, to her welcome 
; came 

Th) With troopes of Amazons. The 

ShebanQueene, 

nn! (Who now the new Teruſalem had 

| ſeene) 

| Runs to the ſight, and wiſtly ga- 

 zethon 

4 The Mother of the mightier Solo- 

| - 27.08. 

17 There mer with Saints, and An- 

| gels, all deſire 

{| To bid her welcome,thus, in a full 


{ Quire, 


Come 


Come bleſſed Virgin, fixe thin| B 
Eyes won EE: 
This glorious Throw 
And on the right hand, cher {/ 
bebold by = E-] 


Behold bis bands, his feet, bil Ft 

pierced fide, | 

T bat for us didt} 

Whoſe very wounds in beava| M 

are Deifide, E 

Thoſe glorious lips, which onal 

drew milke from thee, 

Sball one day be" 

The doome of ſoules, ro bliſſe, #1 = 
miſery. 


- 


—_—— 


i Bl wombe, the myſteries that 


| ſprung from bence, 
* | Daxle our ſenſe, 
"” boſe onely Eſſence is Intelli- 
| gence. 


j Finite thou wert, yet infinire i in 


| Thee 
d Wee treaſur'd ſee, 
xl Mortall, yet Mother to Eter- 
nity. ] 


| Thy Sonne made of thee, made 
| Thee, Faith aſpire 
| One ladder hipher, 
b: s 

4 Hder then's Mother, antient as 
bes Sire, 


| Ts 
lf : 4 45S 


"_—_ 


7s range thou ſhould '/# TY 
Maide and Mo: ber be; 

| Stranger 80 ſe. 

Is NN es both God, and Hy 
manity. | 


As hee was God, thou ſlil an 

Mayd. Who can 

-This wonder (can 

Hee made thee Motber, as ht 
Was but Man. 


Thou ſucckIſ} him upon ti) 
breaſts, and be 
Toranſome the 
Open d bis fide upon his 2h 
0B Yee, 


C one 


me me bleſſed Virgin, and recei ive 


thy Crowns: 
Of full Rexowne, 


| Where Death, and Time bave 
laid their Septers downe, 


| | There fine with us, how three doe 


fit upon 


The glorious Throne; 


"| One of which three is two, yet 


all but one. 


A 3 Thus, 


" | —— . 
IW—— —— —— 


F Hus, holy | Virgin, have I ſhy Wi 
dow'd © re - 

Thy Picture in a rude unpolliſk| 74 
ſcore, 

That with 'd thave limm'd it wit Me 
as lively grace,, 

As ever Painter drew the ſweete| 
© - AL 

Yer would I not idolatrize th 
worth, 

Like ſome, whoſe ſuperſtition ſet | 
thee forth | 

Incoſtly ornaments, in cloaths 
Sly, 

So rich as never in the Stab(: 
lay. 

Theſe make thy Statues now a 
famous be 

For pride, as thou wert for Hu- 
mility. 

I cannor thinke thy Virgin baſh- 
fulneſle 


| 
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| 


Would | 


by Would weare the Lady of Lo- 
| rettos dreſſe, 
ſt Though farre more glorious 
..| robesto thee were given, 

Wl Meckene fe, and Zealc on Earth, 


| Glory in Heauen. 

et! 

hy | Takethenthe honour thou haſt 
juſtly wonne, .. 

51 Praiſe above Angels, but be- 
low thy Sonne. 

bl 

le 
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Faults eſcaped in Printing, 


Age 74. line 4. reade,gloriow, 10 

is the margin, reade, not onely n 
Moderne. 1 s 1 4. for #t, reade, 1.16 
16, for pe nurious,reade, poore,1 82,1 
Lambertus, 194. 14. in ſtead of, | 
reade, from.205.6,7delphonſns 213. 
for conſent, reade, concent, 246, j 
Chrifts,r, Chriſt, 247. for brought, 
broughtſt. 249. 11, for fulent, r, a ſilt 
248. 13 .dele, but, 
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OR, 
| The life of che Virgin 
| Maxr. 


@>p Iſtory offers to our 
view, Myriads of 
holy Virgins in 
Beauty ,and vertue 
| equally <ttractive, 

The whoſe due praiſe 
' | the Catholike Church doth ar this 


inc 


Gal day folemnely ing, but with a 
B more 


Lam | 


The Femal Glory, or, 


- —_ 


Her (x- 
ternall 
Beanty. 


Galats- 


2NS, 


moreelevared voyce. (as duty on 
our part, and metit on hers 
commands) the laud of that moſ 
excellent Princeſſe, the Virgin 
Mother of God. There be who; 
affirme that what ever the Creator 
ſaw beautifull in heaven, or earth, 
he beſtowed in the limming of 
this rare Piece, not that ſhe might 
be ſtiled the moſt faire amongſt 
the daughters of women, but by 
heavenly prerogative, the alone 
Faire, the alone "Lovely. Looke 
how many parts,ſo many arts you 
might diſcerne of the Celeſtiall 
Limmer. And this is no Way Ic- 
pugnant to reaſon ir ſelfe; for if! 
Chriſt was faire above the ſonnes 
of men,ſhould not ſhe be ſo aboye 
their Daughters, fince from her 
alone he received his fleſh ? Gre. 
ory Nazianzen proclaimes that! 
ſhe ſurpaſs'd all women in lovel!. 
neſle, 


& W-- 


—— 
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' nefſe. Andreas layes that ſhe was a 


Starue carved by Geds own hand. 


Others of thoſe firſt, and purer 


times not without admiration, ob. 
ſerve that God was almoſt fifty 


| Ages in the meditation of the 
; ſtructure of this ſtately Pallace. 
' And truely our beliete may caftly 


digcit rhis, that his omnipotency 


| would make her fit to be the Mo- 


ther of his Sen, Empreſle of this 
lower world,and the bleſled Con- 
duit through which ſhould paſſe 


| th: myſtery of mans Redemption. 


Yet finde I a ridiculous deſcriptt- 


- on of her in Epiphanirs a Prieſt of 


Conſtantinople, who affirmes that 
her Face was of the colour of 
Wheate, her viſage long, and her 
noſc {utable, her haire yellow,and 
ner eye-browes blacke. But what 
authority he hath for this, neither 
I, nor ] thinke he himſelfe can 

LF well 


———— 


— 


ad 


| The FemallGlory, or, 


well tell; for ſurely {imple Anti. 
quity was not either curious, or 
Skiltull to deliver it by tradition, 
or picture to poſterity. I verily be- 
leeve he had it from his owne 
dreames, or rather fancy. Mop; 


isas much beholding to ourin. 


comparable, and inimitable Syd. 
zey tor a delineation, as 15 my dl- 
vine {ubj<& to this curious Imper: 


tinent. Whether, her beauty 


chiefly conſiſted in colour, in 
Symmetry of parts, or both |] 
know not: ſure I am the ſtreame 


of other more judicious,pious Au- | 


thors carries me not into an opint- 
On, but a ſtrong beleefe of her 


heavenly forme. Cardinall Caje- 


tan, and Galatines, (with what 
truth I cannot ſay)certainely with 


more probability then he, main- 
taine thar her excellent tempera- 
ture, her conformity of members, | 

her 


oO mm Oar << 5 -©s Oo = 
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her firme and conſtant Complexi- 
on free'd her from all contagion 
and diſeaſes. And Dyoniſuus gOcs. 


further, affirming that ſhe was no 
otherthen a walking Spring.Such 
variety of [weet odours her very 
pores breath'd out on all that 
came neare her; as we reade of A- 
lexanders living body, and the A - 
oyptian Carkaſies which by a 
thin ſpare dyet obſerved in life, 
eve: Q.frer death ſent forth a moſt 
ſweet perfume. Sylvan Raz2ius 
recounts a plealing ſtory of a cer- 
raine Clerke, who by many pray- 
rs implor'd, and obtain'd the 
bleffing other fight, but with this 
condition, that he thould ſee her 
but with one eye, and that one he 


ſhould loſe. He willingly embrec't. 


it, but when ſhe appear'd areſt in 
all her Beames, not being able 
with 0:e eye to take a full view 


» P 
B 3 (1 


A 


&: 


SW 


Hey 1h- 
tepnall 
Beanty. 
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= i — OO — — —— 


of her. he opened the other alſo 
chufing rather to forteit his figh 
for ever, then to looſe one mini 
of the inconceiveable content ht 
enjoyed in the fight of ſo gloriou 
2 ſpectacle. Were this true, i 
would make a brave example ot: 
deyout ſoule raviſht with the vier 
of a divine object. 


If the Inne was fo ſplendent, { 
ſumptuous, what may we think: 


of the amiable gueſt, that lodg'dir 


ir, her minde, beſet with thought 
clcare, and radiant as her owne 
eyes? He that dares attempt th: 
exprefiion of theſe her internal! 
gifts 15 ignorant of her ſ{ublimity 


he who dares not, knows not he 


humanity, her ſweetneſle. As no 


ſtile can aſcend fo high as her ex 
alted worth, ſo on the other fd: 
none can deſcend ſo low as he 

[Humibty. 


it: - «OG nk, hams ward \ 
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Humility.Encourag'd therfore by 


her meekneſle , not my owne {ut- 


ficiencie, I ſhall endeavour to 


limme her ſoule in little (fince in 
grcat neither my time, nor abllity 
will let me) which will appearc an 
cnterpriſe as hardy , and vaine as 
his v-ho ſhould ſtriveto limmit the 
lighr, or circumſcribe the Ayre. 
Know then, modeſt Reader (and 
reccive this knowledge with the 
ſame extaſie, and zeale I write it ) 
that her internall luſter was farrc 
greater then her externall , like in 
this unto the Tents of Kedar, as 
ſoone cover'd with duſt, and al- 
moſt burned up with the heat of 
the Sunne , as ſoone beaten , and 
ſhaken with tempeſtuous weather, 
but in the meanetime inwardly a!] 
elittering with glory, and magnt- 
hicence. O ye Angels, to you it is 
onely given, not to {inne, but on 


B + her 


"7 


,- 
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her is conterr'd what you cannot he 
merit, to beare, xd the reparation | 4 
of mans ruine.The Apoſtles,thok qa 
holy Tapours of the primitive [ar 
Church tometimes burnt dimme, Hl: 
and were obſcur'd with the fogge [oy 
of finne, but her brightneſle no- ye: 
thing vitious could leflen , much me 
lefle utterly extinguiſh. She waz, cor 
indced , vertues prime, and great! anc 
example, and all the accompliſh! ſed 
women ot the Ages paſt, preſent, no 
or to come have grace, and ha pp; dec 


nefle tothe full in being called ha} prc 
impertect Coppics. ho! 
pe! 


Here my Invention treads a! wh 
Maze, and my heart is divided be-| be 
tryeene an earneſt deſire to praie fc: 
her to the height, and a holy feare lic 
left in that praiſe I ſhould trench fic 
on Gods own peculiar Attributes. ſh 
That ſhe was no way inferijour to 12 

her 
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01 T dare not with foine avouch, wio 
le magnifie her ina phraſe thar vio- 
We lates her modeſty , and makes her 
K, bluſh at her owne exaltation. Her 
&' lowlineſſe was ſuch that it was 
0- nearer the rejecting of all com- 
C1 mendations then entertaining a 
%, compariſon betweene her {clte, 
at and him to whom ſhe had profel- 
{it ſed her ſclfe an hand-maid. And 
nt,: no lefle 1s her ſhame, or rather. 1n- 
pl; deed, her trembling when pennes 
«; prophancely prodigall aſcrivethat 
honour to her which 13 onely pro- 
per, and due to that Deity from 
| which ſhe received hergrce, and 
e-| being. I will not, with LZipfrzs 2- 


iſe ſcribe as much to her Milke, as to. 


re her Sonnes Bloud. Neither dare I 
ch; fide with thoſe who averre that 
5s, ſhe is halfe of that ſacrifice thar 
to ranfo:n'd us, and Gods partner 
Ct here. 


0 her Sonne, according to the fleſh, 


IO 
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here. Nor is my penne {0 1mpiou 
ly valiant as to juſtifie that Gy 


ET m—a.. 


| 


inade himſclte the patterne, a! 


communicated tv her by Gra 
whatſoever hee had by Natur 


Noram I ofhis bold optnton wh. | 
ayes, If man had never ftnned,y: 


Chriſt ſhould have taken fleſh! 
honour her. Theſe men wal! 
have her in all things equall; 
Chriſt humfelfte. Neither her m/ 
deſty, nor mine will admit of ti 


blaſphemous flatterie. I willing, 


allow her to be the veſſell, butn 


the fountaine of Grace. I am mul; | 


raken with his Tenent who hol! 
that God made all things tor t' 
1te of Man, becauſe he woulda! 
ply turmiſh him with matter: 
nough to bufte his head , leſt: 
thould bee fo audacious as toc! 
quire into his ſecrets, & encro 
upon his prerogatives, We 6 

f 


"not { thanks to hs infinite 


—  —— 


CD ——_ —— 


goodnefle) bee ſo dange- 


| 
rouſly venturous, ſince he 


affords us a large ſcope, 
and ground enou;;h fatcly 


- toextol this his Favourite, 
- ſecond to none that ever 


bore fleſh, either in her 


 owne deſert, or his e- 
 ſteemec. 


To begin with her birth; 


| 1twas miraculous , as it al- 
 wayes falls our where Na- 


ture failes , and God ſup- 
plies,as he did here in 422 
the blefied mother of this 
more blefled maid. And 


* here by the way I muſt in- 


ſert an obſervation derived 
from Gods ſicred Word, 
that for the moſt part the 
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Het Birth. 


That Toxcimus 
and Anna were 
her parents i5 an 
undoubted trath 
recetr'd by the 
Church, as wee 
find both in Baro- 
nius ava Bi,Jop 
Montacute 1x k;; 
Booke Called An 


children of ficrility arc Paratur,c, 


friuut- 


——_— 
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fruitfull in ſanctity, and all gv wy 
works. Samſon was the ſonne; 4 
batrennefle, and kept the peo? 
in obedience. So was J1ſaac, a "4 
gave precepts to the ſeed of Ah. 
ham. So was Samuel, and foret(. 
the miſery of ſervitude tothe 
ith Synagogue. So was Joſeph, a 
with his counſel] govern'd allf 
gypt.So was our hallow'd ſubje, _ 
who brought forth the Sonne?,. 
glory. The flaves of the Tym , 
rebelling againft ther Maſter 

and having fubdu'd them by ag}, 
neral} conſent , decreed, that it, 
amongit them who the next mo! 

ning could firſt diſcover the Sul 
rifing ſhould be their King. 0 
ofthemot a more gentle diſpo! |; 
tion then the reſt, having hidde ,, 
his Maſter (by name $S1yrato) fro! 

the others fury, ſecretly askt I, 
agviſein this ſo important "_ L 
wil 


pa 
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"who bade him look into the Welt; 
"for there he ſhould ſooner diſcern 
w ? the approach of the Sunne then 
pF ” they who ſought him in the Eaſt. 
4 This wiſe counſell he obey'd, and 
I whilethe reſt fixed all their EyCcs 
i , on the Eaſt, he trom the higheſt 
ll ; " part ofthe City, by his Rayes in 
: 'the Weſt, firſt difcover'd his al- 
js cenfion 1n the Eaſt.So in Azza(the 
"happy mother of rhis wonder of 
mu omen ) being then in the occi- 
ſte ;denr, or ſer of life the prophetick 
, 2 world forcſaw the brightneſle of 
Y hy | Ihe dazeling light the then teem'd 
mM with. At length the worlds greedy 
' expectation was ſatished; and this 
W ; Cynthia, this chaſt Starre was de- 
mo livered of a Plannet farre greater, 
and brighter then her [clfe ; of 
” whoſe all gladding ſhine the firſt 

- | man participated, and the laſt ſhal.. 
” 1 may as properly as doletully call 
them 
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4 


them Plannets, ſince they neve,,, 
reſted, but were in perpetuall mz, 
tion while in this lower orbe the yp, 
ran their fatall courſes, in whit, 
they were often clowded, nevigh, 
quite eclipſed. The day of thyy, 
Nativity of this moſt perfcfgþ 
of Saints,I finde thus delicrib«y 
by Nicolaus Vernulews a late Wii Fj 
ter, and a profeſſor of eloquenct/one 
The deſcription I onely inſert fitor j 
the elegancy; for I muſt condeni,?r, 
it as guilty of Levity and Vaninjze 
and no way ſutable to the Maple? 
ty, Gravity, and Modeſty of thikef 
our ſacred ſubject. The Sunne,ſai:the 
he, this day burniſht his face, thebt/mo 
ter to illuſtrate the world, and roaſt a 
peare gracions in her ſight, who cant dou 
ed in her breaſt a fire purer, and cle his 
rer than his owne Rayes. The ear! v1 
P41 03 her freſheſt greene, and tit ble 
flowers ſpread their dainty leawti the 
ali; 
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Vayd made 4 ſweet exchange of odours 
IM with her, yet hung their heads to ſec 
the themſelves both in colour, and ſent ſo 
nu farre ſurpaſs 'd. The trees adwvanc d 
OVigherr curled heads, and composd their 
 throkes within the Chriftall ftreames., 
ri: who ſeemed to dance after their owne 
woe mumur. Amongſt the Beaſts their 
Wi King layd by his fierceneſſe, and not 
nctione of his ſubiedts was found ſavage, 
: fifor polluted that day. Then was the 
emi, Prowerbe croſs d; for the Worme be- 
ime trod on, would not turac againe, 
Bf? ſhe ſhould prove unlike her mece- 
ikeſt Miſtreſſe. In the very bowels of 
ſaithe earth, the minerals and the ſtones 
be, more pretions, aſſumed their quicker 
oat ſparkes, as Emblems of her ſplen- 
arr; 4our. The Ocean had not a wrinckle in 
le. hs face, thouſands of Halcions ho- 
arirverd ore hs head, and hs Tritons 
tle blew ſo lowd, that their notes ſounded 
wt, the very bottome of the Deep, Within 
ali; hrs 
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his vaſt Dominions was 10 aiſa 


that day; fer the greater of tht 
forſeoke their prey, and the [mil 
[wumme in that ſecurity, that 1 
S3prat bearded the Dolphin, anal 
with the noſe of the overgrown Whi: 


The birds ſung their cho:ſeft aireszi 


fowles flew nearer the earth to ſil 


her, and their Towrine Lord" 
Eagle brought his young ones ili 
their eyes at this new borne Lt 
The ajre it ſelfe was like her, gem. 
and being inviſible, came to ſted 


kiſſe from her cherry lips, ſoft * 


ſmooth as were his owne. The ”T 
(conceiving their ſilence would it 
pleaſe) kept themſelves within ti 
dens; onely Tephirus was let loſt 
fanne the Pinke, and Violet, 4 
play the wanton with the Roſe, Th. 
farre Yernuleus. Ofall things! 
ated man alone, to whom, bel 
ficke, the was to bring a ſovera 
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iſa! Antidote was found leaſt joyfull, 
hej leaſt gratefull, Yet were there 
i. ſome, no doubt, of Gratitudes 
4 i children, who lay proſtrate before 
ph} her, and did homage to their 
Yh. ſweeteſt Lady, who might berter 
v5: be called the Mother of the li- 
ſg ving, then Ewe ; ſince ſhe, like a 
14) Murdreſſe, gave her cluldren 
18; death ere birth; and defaced thoſe 
Li. Images whereon God had ſet his 
72+, owne ſtampe. She was no wiſer 
«lj thana poor Fly, who, cnamour'd 
4 if of the beauty of the flame, longs 
pin to try if it be as ſweet as faire, and 
4 is conſumed with her owne folly. 
t! Had our bleſſed one ſupplied her 
0; roome in Paradice; the forbidden 
, # fruit had,perchance,beene yer un- 
Ti: taſted, and man uncurſed; for ſhe 
SC! was altogether void of curioſity, 
vel; proper to. that weaker ſexe, and 

S the 
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———— 


the very bane ofir. Nur deare 
Princeſle therefore was deſerved. 
ly a Queene cre borne, recety'd: 


Crowne ſooner than fight, and 


found her Throne ſeared uponth 


threſhold of life. And wh 


Crowne was ſhe preſented with 
Not one' to compoſe which th: 
Eaſt, and the Weſt joyned thi 
treaſures, but a Crowne in th 


making whereofevery vertue,ar 


all the Graces had a hand. No 


did any vaine morrtall place it « 
her ſacred Temples , but Gy: 
himſelfe, who thought nothin 
too deare, nor omitted any 0 
nament that might embelliſhthi 
goodly edifice wherein himſcl 
meant to reſide. Having thus: 
dorn'd and honour'd her, t 
phlac'd herinthis lower worldf 
the good and admiration of - 

0 
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for the converſation of a few. 
Though borne on earth ſhe lived 
here like a Native of Heaven. 


As we may guefle at the neat- 
nefle of a houſe by the entry into 
it: ſo we may judge of her lifes re- 
mainder by the very beginning. 
Sabellicus affirmes that * ſhe no 
ſooner ſaw the light, but ſhe a- 


dor'd the Creator of it, and lifted 


up her heartand eyes to the great 
Infuſer of all her incomparable 
excellencies. She lov'd God crc 
ſhe had ſeene man. The defet of 
her tongue could not hinder the 
operation of her ſoule, in which 
ere ſhe could ſpeake, ſhe acknow- 
ledg'd his unſpeakeable good- 
neſſe. In her Religion preceded 
the uſe of reaſon, and ſhe appre- 
hended Gods mercies long cre 


GC 2 the 
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Her 1: 


fancy *q 


Sabelli- 
cus /ets 
downe 
haw ſvee 

dzſpord | 
of every 
particn- 
lar hoxr« 
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the was capable of his nature, and 
wiledome. Erc ſhe could utter 
holy words, ſhe made holy ſigns, 
by which ſhe made knowne the 
ſanity of her heart. The firſ 
word ſhe learn'd to liſpe was Teh. 
wah. She ſent forth many a fig) 
for ſinne, not having committed 
any, and bewailed that of which 
the was utterly 1gnorant. The 
rowling of the cradle put her i 
mindethat ſhe was newly enter 


into the tempeſt of this life, the 


infinite dangers whercof'to eſcap: 
ſhe made Vertue her Pilot. 


We will not here with ſome 
Writers of her Life, diſpute whe: 
ther or no ſhe had the ſame ord: 
nary Education with other chil 
dren; nor with them affirme thi 
ſhe centred the Temple at thiet 

| yeare 
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yeares old, and lived cloſe by the 
Altar, and was fed miraculouſly 
by an Angell; as alſo that it was 
there revealed to her that ſhe 
ſhould be deliver'd of the Meſſtas. 
I will not make one ſteppe out of 
Gods own path,tro which [ never 
yct ſaw the greateſt wit to ſwerve, 
but it was 1n danger of ſticking 
faſt, Yet hath a pious charity often 
ſwallowed more than all this. If 
from the hand of an Angell ſhe 
there received food naturall,or ſu- 
pernaturall, ſure I am the wonder 
15 not ſo great as that of the fncar- 
nation, where the wombe inclu- 
ded the Word. And why ſhould 
we with difticulty beleeve that 
this white {-otleſle ſoule was illu- 
minated with Revelations by the 
divine object of her chaſte vowes? 
who undoubtedly deſerved ro be 
& 4 rapt 
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rapt up if it were poſſible, a ſtory | un; 
higher than was Saint Pal. It's cor 
likely enough, ſaith Mantuen,God ol 
would have the Temple of his nl 
Spirit to dwell in the Temple of tet: 
his ſervice. The ſame Author af. vitc 
firmes that ſhe there liv'd a pretty con 
Nun, and Spunne, and wove the trut 
ſacred Veſtments till her eleventh piv 
or twelfth yeare, when her pru- goc 
dency, and ſhame, and the care of | ting 
her Reputation, forbade herto ac- | p1o 
company even the very Prieſts | ly: 
OO men whom God had | in: 
ſeleded out of the Mafſe of the | Hy 
vulgar to teach his Will, to in- | *C 
ſtruct his people, and to ſing his | tar 
praiſe. Theſe curioſities, and bold | or: 
conjectures let us rather beleeve | ly 
then conteſt with the broachers; , 
for it is wiſedome to grant what | ,j 
we cannot confute, Let us then 
| imagine. | 
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y | imagine that this holy : Recluſe 
is confined her body to this ſacred 
d folitude, and a ſpare dict, and wes 
is rily kept herſoule from the ſur. 
f fets to which carnall delights in- 
. viteall things humane, 'And it is 


conſvnant both to reaſon and. 


e truth, that her exercife:there, was 
1  plous like the place. They who 
- goe about to cake away her wri- 
f | ting, and reading tongue-are im- 
| piouſly ridiculois,fince igevident- 

ly appeares that ſhe was | well read 
in the Scriptures by her civinc 
Hymne uttered in Zachaties houlg. 
|*On her reading attended,Medi- 

tation, on her Meditation Prayer, 
orher Prayer Action, asithe Joue- 
ly fruit of the precederit Thus 


uz WW EE 


her to hawe beene; learned iy the Hebrew 


* Ancs- 
ent and. 
emmcout 
Authors 
affirme 
tongue, 


| «which you ſhall 'finde quoted in Cedrenus, 
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buſied, the day Icft her, the nigh 


found her. Her ſleeping cogitat 
ons we may ſuppoſe were ſurab} 
to her waking, and her ver 
dreames divine. She had not; 


thought that was her owne, allh: 


long'd to God. She was flow t 
ſpcake, ſaith Sabellicus, but rea 
to obey all holy advice, k 
tongue was not ſo ſwift as ht 
Wir, which made it follow þ 
direQion in all the requiſite: 
ſpeech. Ina word, the might s 
uſurpe that of the Church,,ha! 
was 4little one, I was pleaſing tit 
woft high. When upon mat 
deliberation ſhe left the Temp! 
ſhe ftill liv'd as if ſhe had bee! 
init. Thoughin body ſhe was! 
Clable, ſhe tetter'd her ſoulc fro: 
wandring abroad, her true co: 
vcrſation being in heaven. Th 

flouriſh 
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flouriſhing Vine planted her ſelfe 
- amongſt the Olives .She was more 
choice of her company then of 
her food, or rayment, both which, 
God knows, were courſe enough. 
! She knew temperancy'to be Gods, 
and Natures Favorite ,. in that it 
conduceth ro. the ſervice of-the 
former, and rhe preſervation of 
the later. She therefore made this 
heavenly vertue judge of her Ap- 
petite, leſt 'it ſhould long, after ex- 
ceſſe, the mother of all unclean- 
neſſe. Her ſoule gave laws to her 
body, which it could not intringe 
without the injun&ion of a ſtri&t 
pennance. She devour'd Gluttony 
it ſelfe , and made the fleſh ſubje 
to the command of the ſpirit. Her 
fare, faith Cedrenws, required no 
veſſell, norneed ſhe to waſh her 
hands after her greateſt meale. Her 
dyct 


[ 
— 


The Femall Glory, or, | Ti 


dyet defide the fire , as of noule, tha 
From the Earths face , the Cow; the 
dugge,and the Fountains brimme, mil 
ſhe readily fetched her ſuſtinance, tha 
She was as ignorant of the Perſiay, ren 
luxury,as the ſuperſtition. To thy ſol; 
ker cloathing was correſponden,,jng. 
for which her backe was behold ry, 
ing to her fingers. Her hands wer her 
the purveyours to her other mem- twc 
bers. She had one eye fixed wn and 
heaven, and the other caſt upon! wa: 
the earth, being intentive on tit} anſ 
Glories of the-one,and the Necel. 
lities of the other, and at once a, | 
cd Martha,and Mazaalene. It is ve| wo 
ry credible that ſhe ſowed , and! apy 
{punne, and maintain'd life with | wit 
labour. Hee who gives life to all! acc 
things, ſuffer'd his then adopted, pe! 
and fince naturall mother, to gaine mc 
her living with ſweat, and _ | ti 
that. 
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e, thather example might give pride 
#5 the checke, and teach Majeſty Hu- 
ce, mility. In her he made manifeſt 
© that mortall felicity is not the pa- 
a: rent ofthe tmmortall. She was not 
us ſolicitous for the feather,the look- 
t,.ing-glaſſe, or any outward brave- 
& ry, being -onely carefall to cover 
2 her ſhame , and at once toexpell 
- two deadly enemiesto her ſoule, 
1; and body,pride,and cold. Her ont- 
1! ward ſimplicitie was in-all things 
ef anſwerable to her inward . © © 


+| Well, now the began to write 
&|woman, and her fifteenth yeare 
4d! approached , and hand in hand 
k | with the increaſe of time wentthe 
I]! acquiſition of all Graces. Her leaſt 
d, perfection would render another 
K moſt accompliſht. In her all ver- 
e, | tues were at ſtrite, all overcame. 
at Nothing 


Her ve- 
trothing, 


| 
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Nothing was here meane , ſheh _ 
ing no other thenan union of {g.qj 
perlatives. Charity, obedienceyy, x 
tie, virginity , all were in herghe 
height. Nothing in her was wayend 
ing but the Deity it ſelfe. Yetmje | 
not her vaine-glory ſuch, that 
defired with Dzna to vilit tt 
daughters of other Regions , atharr 
to cnlarge the renowne of thelSurd 
her Excellencies, being onely life 
dious in the government of hs 


owne little, inward comm virg 
wealth. Her fixed reſolutions 
not onely to confine her perf 
but her fame, which (had it pert 
trated forreigne Countries) Kiny 
would have come ſuppliants! 
her cottage, and on their kn 
have petition'd for her loye. Þ: 
the bonds of her Matrimony we: 
already askt in heaven, and non 

pedune! 
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f ſpediment found why ſhe might 
C<motwedde God himſelfe. Yet at 
tte earneſt ſolicitation of the reve- 
Mend Prieſts, ſaith Mantuan, was 
Whe content to be betrorh'd to 7s- 
tif:pþ; not that he ſhould do the of- 
 Ufce of an husband , but ſerve as a 
Wharre to the importunity of other 
telSrours, that {o ſhe might the more 
Weely enjoy the inconceiveable 
pleaſure ſhe tooke in her vowed 
virginity. 
Wi 
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But now the time is come when 


4. ſhemuſt be (to the aſtdniſhment 
4 ofthe world) a Mother, and yet 
4 remaine a Virgin. The marriage 
I betweene God,and Nature is con- 
E cluded on in heaven, and Gabriel 
0 the Ambaſſador concerning mans 
: Redemption prepares himſelf for 


his journey decreed from all cter- 


nity. He receives inſtructions from 


the hands of Gods owne tranſcen- 


wi dent Mercy; and therefore, no 
| doubt, but they are gentle , and 
' pleaſing. Clad in white, (as an 
| Emblem of his innocencie) he ſets 
|| torth without any other guard 


then his owne right Arme able to 
deſtroy Legions. The Chaldeans 
carried in their Enſtgnes a towring 
Flame, the Babilonians a Dove, 
the Scythians Lightning, rhe Per- 

f1ans 
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fians a Bow, and Arrows, the Ro. f1 
mans an Eagle. And this extrao. w 
dinaric Ambaſſadour of pea, fe 
(being to deſcend from the hight fe 
to the lower world, from the Cr. fa 
» Aatourtothe creature, an Angelly mt 
men) beares along with him in hy pul 
very name the ſigne of his Powe, as 
and Fortitude that ſends him. Th. for 
gatcs, ſaith Yernulens, of the cel} Wit 
ſtiall pallace ſtand wide open, a pr: 
the facred Trinity gladly beholt an 
the departure of this divine Me] anc 
ſenger. The Angels clap thei his 
wings, and make the heavenly 'an 
roofe ring with Haleluiahs. Ti Cr 
Saints attend, and ſend their vow ib] 
after him,that his preſence may þ nal 
without terrour, and his ſweet VI 
delivery win conſent in the heat the 
of their glorious Empreſle. The Enc 
vaſte ſpace betwcene the Poles tain 
filled 


Thelife of the Virgin Mary. 
0 filled with troopes of holy ſpiries, 
!. who give a convoy to this their 
« fellow-ſervant graced above the 
« teſt; in having ſo important an at- 
«. faire as the worlds ſalvation com- 
y mitted to his charge. The Starres 
put on new, and brighter aſpects, 
- as ſeeming to foretcll what they 
| foreſee not. The Earth bedeckt 
{| with all imaginable ornaments 
preſents him with variety of ſents, 
and colours even to her ſelfe new, 
«| and layes her prime daintics under 
«| his feer. Onely her ſtupid Inhabi- 
ih tants , whom his Embaſhe moft 
kx concetrn'd, were altogether unſen- 
i. fible of his arrivall.,and of the cter- 
þ/ nall benefit he brings them, recei- 
e Ving him rather like an Herald 
at, then an Ambaſſadour. And (which 
he! encreaſed his wonder at his cnter- 
5 tainment ) his firſt approach was 
led D unwel- 
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unwelcome to the Saint whoh | 
Votary he was. He found her(y 75 
ſome thinke) alone, ſ{cparated 5 
well in body as minde from th 
world. She was not ignoranttha 
picty was nearer pollution in ſoc ly 
ety than {olirude, and thereforey ol 
ſhun infection, ſhe ayoyded con ©, 
any. She well knew that thehy, 
Ghoſt himſelte had dwelt wit! nj, 
the Prophets and Apoſtles u! ;@ 
Caves, DNens, and Dungeons, ni gn 
there pen'd the all-ſaving Wn) ,,, 
That which we call good fellay; ,,, 
ſhip, and ſweet converſation It| ,y, 
conſcience aſſured her to hes thi 
beſt buta ſociable folly. In neigh 4, 
bonrhogd | ſhe feared proximit Bl; 
1h vice. Well, if alone he foul m, 
her, queſtionleſſe ſhe made a6 N, 
yinc uſc of that privacy,and med! pri 
tated how ina corrypible bod}, Gy 
| | | ( 


| 
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k ro preſerve aſpirit incorruptible. 
s& The celeſtiall agent having de- 
4 manded, and obtained.audience, 
it ſpake the oration he made nor; for 
i he was but Inrerpreter of. the ho- 
& ly Spirit, in which office he juſtly. 
v gloried. The ſpeech — was 
s modeſt, and ſutable to rhe ſacred 
l cares. it was to enter. The begitt- 
il ning of it, no doubt, conliſted of a 
lik 
n ons God had imparted -to her. 
[l 
W: he Lord be with thee: bleſſed art thou 
I amongſt women,erc, How ſhe tooke 
y this the Text following declares. 


gt! And when (he ſaw him ſhee was trog- 


nll, bled at h#s ſaymg, and thought what 
ul manner of ſalutation that jhould be. 
a4 No doubt the Angell no ſooner 
ed pronounc't, Haile Mary full of 
2d) Grace, but a bluſh aroſe in her 

( D3 baſh- 


| 


reverent applauſe of the perfeti- 


| Haile Mary, ſaid he, full of Grace, 


_———— 
<—_—_— 


»7hat baſhfull face, and verified hi 
the An= words. But this colour was nit 


gellap- fixed, it went quickly backto for: 
pearedto te her noble heart againſt the 


6 fearethat invaded it. She ſaw he 


or foape Tele alone with one alrogether! 
of aman ſtranger to her, whole face {i 
Z theo- neither knew, nor his intent. Inr' 
pinion of jr js, his language was ſmooth, a 
S. Hie- eyen, butas fairc words as thel:, 


Eſt : o have often proceeded from a foul 
Fuſtoch heart. She trembled ar his ſalur; 


decufs, tion, thinking him to be a * ma| 
Virgin.«*d of $, Ambroſe,lib.1 .ofhc.cap.1 8.4% 
that which Damaſcen hath, lib. 2. de fide orthil 
All the learned approve of, to wit, that the Ang! 
are transform d,and appear to men according toth 
pleaſure ofthe Lord, and revealehis arvine Myſt 
ries. And that Angels appear din theold Teſtamii 
3 the ſhape of men 5 certaine:and for many real 
it very probable that Gabriel aſſumed the form! 
a man when he came tothe bleſſed Virgin. Chvyl 
logus ſerm. 1.404% of opinion that the Angel appen 

ſubje 
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hie #04 ſhape, and habit moſt pleaſing and gentle, and 

* that the Virgin was not troubled at hu perſon, but 
IN hiyſpeech, in that it is ſaid ſhee marvelled what ſay- 
AY Sings thoſe ſhould be, 


he ſubjeR ro abhorred Luſt, and 
therefore feared violence: but 
& when ſhe once knew him, and his 
t' Embaſſy, ſhe then undaunted, 
a diſcours'd with him as an Angell, 
| whom before ſhe quak't at as a 
ue man. I conjure all modeſt ſoules 
W! that ſhall peruſe this paſſage by all 
\ things deare to them, to dwell 
4s long upon it, as worthily deſer- 
ol; ving both their admiration, and 
1! imitation. Theugh ſhe received 
| n from him extreme and heavenly 
/ praiſes, yet ſhe was afraid, becauſe 
a ſhewas alone. O Saviour of the 
nm World ! Purity fearesan Angell, 
y6 ſhall not Impurity then ſuſpe® a 
_ D3 man 
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man though. in the ſhape of a 


Angell when his complement,and 


diſcourſe are ſenfuall. Virginity 
cannot bee too heedfull, which 
makes it practiſe the doubt of 
things fafe, that fo it may accu 
ſtome it. ſclfe to. the feare 0 
things dangerous. If heathen wo. 
men-have by-nature ſo abhorre 
pollution, that they: have choſ 
death before it, how-odious mul 
we-judgett'to- the Angellicallin 
nocency .of Gods owne Mother! 
Well, what courſe tooke ſhe!! 
She rejected theſe his commend 
tions not with her tongue, but he' 
lookes, which put on a difſikeot 
all he had faid. She had heard tht 
when Caſtles come to a parley;! 
1s a ſigne of yeelding, and there 
fore thought ir her ſafeſt wayto 
involve herſelfe within hamjley 
FS 6 an 
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and a ſober filence. But the An-- 
gell quickly delivered her out of 
this Agony into a greater; out 
of this feare into a morc tormen- 
ting care. Feare not M a Ry, faith 
he, for thou haſt fornd favont with 
God; for lot thow ſhalt conceive in thy 
wormbe, and beare a Sonne, and ſha 

call his name's s u s. He ſhall be 


great, and ſhall be called the Sonne bf 


the moſt high, and the Lord God ſhall 
give anto him the throne of his fathey 
David. And he ſhall raigne over the 
houſe of Tacob for cver, and of his 
Kinedowe ſhall be nb end, To this 
her anſwer was, How ſhall that be, 


f fonce I know noman? It is true, it is 


lh 
j 


J 


| 


true, moſt bleſſed Virgin; thou 
knoweſt no man; but ler thy mo- 
deſty reſt ſecure; for the operati- 
on of God, and not of man is here 
required. God ſhould never be 

D 4 COn- 
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conceived in thee, wert thou not 7x 
a Virgin, nor borne of thee ſhoul. pe 
deſt thou not remaijne ſuch. Thou he 
canſt not be ſpotted with the con. he; 
ception, or birth of an iſſue ſo im- he; 
maculate, This feare is as need. ear 
lefſe as that of defiling thy fairct þaſ 
fingers with.the pureſt fountaine, oiy 
If Obededon having ' received the yiry 
Arke within his walles, was 10 ct- {cc 
riched with all manner of Trex wh 
ſure, that Felicity was voyced to| ma 
havedeſcended from heaven into| wh 
his houſe; what ſhall we judge of | wh 
thy ſupreme bliſlſe, O glorijow | ſhe 
Virgin! who art not to be the «© | to 
ceptacle of a wooden Arke, but of | tiv 
his only Senne © With confidence An 
therefore conſent to thy owne Th 
happineſle, and the Redemption an 
of all Humanity. po j 

| th 


a 
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4.1 


. heraſtoniſhment, when I confider 
uv her baſhfulneſſe.. Mee thinks I ſee 
l- her now caſting her eyes up: to 
n- heayen, now fixing them on the 
d. earth, and now againe on the Am- 
lt baſſadour himſeltc, reſolving © to 
c, give up her ſoule rather then her 
© virginity. Harſh muſt the word 
i- {conception) needs ſound to her 
& who was a votary nere to know 
0! man, whoſc onely love was prayer, 
0 whoſe onely childe was piety. But 
ft! whenthe Angell urged Gods will, 
8 | ſhe forthwith yeelded a handmaid 
| to her Lords deſire, Let us inten- 
f . tively liſten to the text. And rhe 
© Angelanſwer'd, and ſaid unto her, 
6 The holy Ghoſt ſhall come upon thee, 
n 4nd the pawer of the higheſt ſhall over- 

ſhadow thee ; therefore alſo that holy 


> 


, c 


0 "But, indeed, I do not wonder at 


thing that ſhall be borne of thee —_ 


—k 
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be called the Sonne of God. Andgehi ro 
thy couſen Elizabeth , fhee hath ij 1 
conceived a ſorne in hey old age, in ov 
thiss the ſixt moneth with her wi m1 
was called barren. For with Gotn. th 
thing ſhall bee impoſſible. And Ma as 
ſaid, Behold the handmaid of th he 
Lord, bee it to mee according 10 th thi 
word, Sec here united an incomy. Sh 
rable humility , and an obedient ge 
even unto death. For the confer Fi 
ing to be the mother of God he 
not cafic to her,in that a meck, ax! ce 
humble ſpirit with greater diffici 
tie aſcends the higheſt ſtepped ge 
Honours Throne,then a proudd| of 
ſcends thenceto the bottome, | hi: 
being a thing.in nature farre hart cr 
to climbe then to come downe. | #5 
any man ſhall yet reſt unſatisf« hi 
and ſhall make a further enqun th 
after this difficulty, he may ple to 
Ha 
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ll to confi der that her humility baf- 
i 1znc't her Sonnes exalted , and her 
11 owne dejected eſtate ; and as well 
#1 meditared the care, the diligeney, 
{1 the reverence, and: obſequiouſites; 
{q asthe dignity, and excelfency of 
"* her whom God would youchſafe 
1 the moſt glorioustitle of Mother. 
wm She wiſely-weighed that the An- 
nt gels were not. worthy to: wait on 
ent Fi, and therefore the ſerviceaf 
| her whole life muſt as farre ex- 
ceed, as the name of Gods Mother 
did excell that of Servant, or At- 
gell. If Saint Peter, yetin the dawn 
of Grace, could'ſo clearly diſcerne 
{ his Maſters grcatnefſſe, as that he 


: 


cu 


bl cryed out, Depart from me 4 ſinner, 
| us deeming. himſclfe urworthy of 
ie his preſence : If the Centurion for 
uit the ſame reſpe& thought his houſe 
ei foo baſe to receive "him. what 
TC , ſhould 
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Hay 
arciext 
Writers 
hold that 
foe had 
the pift 
of pro- 
phecie, 


ſhould ſhe thinke who was nott 
take him into her ſhip, or her lodp 
ing, but into her wombe, wherch: 
was to remaine not a viſitant, but: 
dweller 2 Full well alſo ſhe unde 
ſtood that her conſent was nr 
onely required to be the parent 
the Almighty, but the Spouſe ali 
of his holy Spirit , to whoſe inhi 
rations ſhe ought a greater obe 
encethen others, having receiv 
from the ſame ſpirit a greater me: 
ſure of grace, and honour, $k 
clearly toreſaw that ſhe was nt 
onely choſen to conceive the in 
of God, to bring forth, to nurk, 
and governe him, bur alſo perfor: 
to yeeld him up (ſuch being th 
divine plcaſure) to a three an 
thirty yeares perſecution, and al 
to the curſed death of tlt 
croſle, the falvation of others d: 
pendiry 
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e' pending on his deſtruction. And 
' thatſhedid foreſee all this, plainly 
appeares by the ſpeech of the An- 
ocll ro her, who ( after he had 
1 forctold the conception, and birth 
. ; of Chriſt) added, And he ſhall be 
alt, called Teſs, that is, a Saviour. An 
. awfull reverence, and an incon- 
4 cciveable joy divided , without 
doubt, her all-holy heart whea ſhe 
| contemplated her future being a 
motherro the Mcſhas. Cana man 
| Imagine any thing more difficult, 
| more bitter for humane nature ro 
| overcome? Yet did her active ver. 
tue vanquiſh all theſe impedi- 
j, ments, and with an humble, raviſhe 
foule ſhe expected the entrance of 
;, Nhiminto herſacred wombe, whom 
1 Already ſhe had ſurely fcated in 


her heart. 


D 7 Here 


The Femall Glor 'y, OT, | 


2 A—_ 


| Herebefore we proceed to he 
conception, we muſt oblerve two 
things not amply, and fully e. 
nough expreſs'd, very remarkabl 
in the Angelicall ſalutation; Firt, 


_ thedignity of the Ambaſfladoy, 


next the worth of her tro whon 


his Embaſſy was directed, togr. | 


ther with her many vertues equi: 


ly eminent in this divine Dis 


logue. 


Concerning the firſt; he was ng 
a man, but an Angell; neither a| 
Angell of an inferiour order, bt 


of the ſupreme Hierarchy, whict 
choiſe and pure ſpirits having : 
ceived infinite ornaments and gre 
ces from their Lord and Maſte; 


Hom.34 Tetained ſtill his favour, and cve 
in le, ſtood before him. S. Gregory ſtiles 


Evazg, hima principall Angell, treating 


0! 
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he ofprincipall things. Som® have 
to not feared to call him the ſupreme g,,,,, ,, 
70 Angell, as Damaſcen, and others. Uirginic 
bk Truth will anſwer for him, that a. aſſump. 
rf, mongſt all the celeftiall ſpirits, | 
Mr, noge are ſo predicated in holy 
on. Writas he, and Mzchaet, ro whom 
g&- the Declaration, and Expoſition 
u. of fo high Myſteries ſo often were 
Jy cammirred, as in Darrel, Zachary, 

and Mary is ſpecified. Some will 
.. have his nameto ſignifie God,and 
ng, Man, and that this Erymology 
q containes a miraculous myſtery. 
bt! Amongſt theſe is Proculrs po 
ih Bifhop of Conſtantinople. Geber, , 
re faith he,/ignifies man; El God, allu- 7, 
rs ding to his Embaſſy, which treated of 
&, bis approaching birth, who was both 
jon Gdand man. Saint Bernard judg- 7, yy. 
ls ththe ſervant of A5raham to have wvizſerm, 
ig beenc arype of Gabriel;for he was Gen. 24 
"IT ſent 


j 
F 


| 
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ſent by his Maſter nor to ſeeka 
Virgin that came next to hand 
but ſuch a one as the Lord Gy 


had prepared for the Sonne ofh. 


Hem, de Lord, This Gabriel, ſaith Stir 


$1C0101- 
prehenfi- 
bis Det 
FTCA 


Serm, 
142. 
Sernm, 1, 
de nat, 
Virgin, 


Chryſoſtome, the Parnters preſn 
i9 us winged; not that God cre 
him ſo, but to denote the ſublimmi) 
and agillity of the celeſtiall Naw! 
as alſo to admoniſh us that withgrit 


full hearts wee acknowledee hin! 


have for our cauſe deſcended from 


higheſt habitation. And ſweet 


Chryſologus; An Angell treated mi 
Mary concerning our ſalvation,"t 
cauſe an Angell had dealt with Fs 
touching our damnation. This bl 
ſed Spirit, and Saint 7ohn thel 
vangeliſt, Damianus compares! 
two Lyons which carefully gua: 
this our ſacred ſubjeR. I will 
here ſeecke to ſatisfie the ove! 


Curio 


"Thelife of the Virgin Max, 


——— —  — A—_ 


' curious, and needlefſe doubrs of 


Luther, and others , whether ſhe 
knew Gabriel to be an Angell, or 


; no, nor whether or no he entred 


her chamber the doore being ſhut, 
nor whether he appear'd to her in 


« agentle familiar ſhape, or in his 


full ſplendour,as when he fo much 
amaz'd Zachary , and ftrucke him 
dumbe. Theſe queſtions ſerve ra- 


; ther to bulie curiofitie, then en- 
+ flame zeale. Neither hath all that 
| tender ſexe (to whoſe good I de- 


dicate this diſcourſe ) received an 


- education that renders them capc- 


able Iudges of ſuch diſputes. And 


| Tfreely acknowledge that in this 


Treatiſe I have not ſo much as u- 
led any one word not frequent, 
and familiar , becauſe I would 


| make the ſenſe cleareto the Femal 
\ Readers, Withall 1 profeſſe my 


E {cope 


I 
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 ſcopeisnotro tharpen their wit 
hut to beautifice their lives, and 
kindle in their faire boſomes x 
holy ambirionto aſpire to the pe; 
feeions of that deyour life, which 
this our incomparable Lady le 
and cnded with the applaulc « 
mcn, and Angels. 


Laying aſide therefore theſe 
perfluous arguments, I wall pry 
cced (as my method command 
me) to deliver her ineſtimahl 
warth, and ſober demeanour to 
wardsthe Angell, which nock- 
quence can ſo well expreſle a; 
hilent, and reverent admiration 
Much I need not. fay of herd 
whom I nevercan ſpeake enougt 
eſpecially having already pr 
duc'd ſo many ancient,and lcarnc 
extollers of her excellencics, - 

whit 
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which my vote would adde no 

more then a dimme lampe to the 
glorious cye of heaven, or an ob- 
icure gloworme to a ſtarry night, 
Yet ſince at the Altar of this meck 
one({weet and chaft as the Incenſe 
there daily burned) a ſingle graine 
ſcent from a fimple hearr is accep- 
table, I will not. feare to pay her 
a due oblation, though ir come as 
ſhort of her value,as I of her good- 
neſſe. May it pleaſc thee then, pi- 
ous Reader, gratefully,with me to 
acknowledge that this is ſhe who 
gaye fleſh ro him by whom all 
fleſh is ſav'd. This was the Dove 
that firſt brought to us the Olive 
of our peace. This is the Rainbow, 
or firſt figne of our reconciliation 
tothe divine Majeſty. And (to ſhut 
upall in a little) this was the Ta- 

bernacle, and Throne of the Al- 

E2 mughty, 
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LACY, 


mighty, whence (his Majeſty ob. 
ſcured)his love ſhined forth to all 
humanity. Burt inthat a plaine de- 
livery of her vertues adorne her 
more then can all the flowers of 
Rhetoricke ; 1 will (though ina 
ine11:gant phraſc) ſet ſuch downs 


as ſhall appeare moſt eminent in. 


this unparalel'a colloquy, wher: 
in were handled the profound my. 


ſterics ot the ſacred Trinity, as of 


the Fathers omnipotency,the holy 


Ghoſts efficacy, the Sonnes excel. 
lency, and in him the proprictic of 


borh natures. 


Her Prudency ſhall take the firſt, 


place, nor as the greateſt , but 
the moſt diffuſive, becauſe cleant 
through this Dialogue it blend: 


with allthe reſt. Firſt, ſhe awfully, 


and adviſedly gives him full aud: 
ence 
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ence, and at once both ob- 
ſerves the laws of patience, 
and the cuſtome of good 
manners in quietly attend- 
ing the period of his ſaluta- 
tion. Many of her Sexe 
would have ſo cut him off 


at every word, that hee. 


ſhould never have peec't 
his ſpeech together againe. 
Being more miſtreſſes of 
ther tongues then their 
cares ; they would never 
have given him hearing till 
they had beene weary of 
talking. One of theie,7uve- 
val makes mention of in his 
6. Satyre, who made a din 
able to free the Moon from 


the power of the enchanter 


This vertne of an op- 


portune ſilence few women 
E 2 ob- 


was eclipſed 


other things made 


The common ſort _ 
when the Moone | 


thought her to be | 
enchanted, and | 
with baſons aud | 


| 
! 
a hideors noyſe to |; 
barre her from | 


hearing the chare 
mers VOYee, 


| 
i 
m 


1 portnne 
bi”, fence 
I axdcas- 
1!” 280 of 
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obtain,if they do,it comes to them 


the laſt ofall other. Their roxgues 
are clocks which, once wound uy, 
few of them go leſle then ſixteen 
houres, But this wiſeſt of Saintsin 
a ſeaſonable ſilence, and caution 6f 
ſpeech, was alike admirable: Inſo- 
much that through the whole 


Bible we fnde not that ſhe ſpak ' 


above five times. Twice to the An. 
gcll Gabriel, as How ſhall this br: 
and againe, Behold the Hand-mail 
of the Lord. Next in the encounter 
berweene her, and her couſen Xl: 
z46eth. A fourth time to her belo. 
ved Sonne after long abſence, Wh 
have you dealt ſo with us. Laſtly, 
when ſhe becomes a petitioner for 
the poore, Becauſe they have m 
wwe Here in this-place ſhe inten- 
tively hearkens to the Angel), 
whom ſhe heares twice ere ſhe re- 


ply 


| 
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plycs once. She made two pawics 
5 her anſwer,which ſhe tram'd 
with ſuch care, and ſobriety, asif 
Modeſty had ſeal'd up her bo. 
ſome, and lippes,and that without 
her ſpeciall warrant they were not 
to be opened. And though her 
thoughts were perplex'd and trou- 


' bled, yet ſhe apparrell'd thens in 


ſuch a cleare, ſmooth calme of lan- 
guage, that it would have genti- 
tz'd Barbariſine it ſelfe, When her 
Chaſtitie is call'd in queſtion 
(which ſhe eſteemes above health, 
liberty,or life it ſelfe) ſhe poſitive- 
ly denies nothing in that ſtrange, 
and to her impoſſible afſertion of 
the Angell, but anſwers with an 
humble enquirie, How ſhall that ber 
Well might ſhe make this demand, 
lince ſhe knew by humane power 
tcould not be effected, and the 
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Angell had not yet revealed, tha 
ſuch wasthe divine will, Though 
never ſoule endured a greater con- 
Ai then hers, and that Feare had! 


ſtretched the ſtings of herheat 


to their utmoſt extenſion, yet 
choſe ſhe rather that they ſhould 
breake in ſunder, than ſhe into In- 
temperancy. Some women 
(though chaſt, yet curſt, and h+ 
ſty) having once heard their chz- 
ſtity brought in queſtion, would 
have omitted all interrogations, 
and have given the Angell a Scr 
mon for his ſalutation, and have 
reviled his name, if not offered yi- 
olence to his perſon. Bur in this 
ſwecteſt of creatures, mildeneſſ 
and modeſty kiſſed each other; 
that nothing could flow from her 
that was not pleaſing and gentle. 
Yet could not her amazed lookes 

col 
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conceale her feare, which atilicts 
fare more than griete; for we 
icve onely for what 1s paſt, bur 


' we feare all that can happen. The 


mercifull Angell reading in her 


| forchead the perplexity of her 


ninde, reſolved preſently to ridde 
her of the tormenting doubt ſhe 
was in, and to baniſh Feare out of 
tht Face reſerved only for Beau- 


-| ty,and the Graces to dwell in. He 


therefore hides this great ſecret 
1 longer from her, but expounds 
toher the manner and meanes of 
ber conception, which no ſooner 
atred her cares, then conſent her 
heart; and with a proſtrate ſoule 
ſhe*made her will conform it ſelfe 


to Gods; Behold,ſaith ſhe,the hand- 


mudof vhe Lord, ec. Inthis con- 
knt of hers we may diſcover al- 
moſt as many perfections as 

words 
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words. Some draw hence an ob. 
ſervation, that the ſalvation of |d 
mankinde depended upon her | 
conſent, and conſequently the |ap 
damnation upon her refuſall. My | 
meditation darcs not climbe (6 tl 
high, not being able to conceiye [i 
how poſſibly the ſearcher of [wt 
hearts ſhould receive a repulle |1 
from his choſen one, nor how his |Uit 
omnipotency can be confined to | 
onc oncly mcanes tn the Redemp. |}j 
tion of mankinde. It ſhall ſuffice |pa 
me to derive hence three of the |it 
greateſt Chriſtian Vertues, her | 
Faith, her Obedience, her Humi- |fi 


1 
n 


lity. ity 
| 6 | the 
Her Faith is the hand whereby we | tin 


Fark, lay hold on Chriſt, and his Me- | ji 
rits, without which, ſaith S. Auſtin, | 
all morall vertues whatſocverare | 

no 
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no better than gorgious ſins. The 
dynity and neceſſity of this ſuper- 


 turall gift cannot but evidently 


appeare tothe meaneſt underſtan- 
dug, in that no man is ignorant 
that without Chriſt we cannot be 
v'd, and without Faith we can- 
weapprehend Chriſt, nor apply 
isdeſerts, and paſſion to our pol. 
ited ſoules.: In this which excells 
lother perfecions did this hap- 
nMother of our Emanuel ſur. 
ſe all other creatures, as here in 
Inefe, and hereafter more at 
lrge T ſhall demonſtrate. S. 4z- 
fin both in knowledge and aurtho- 
ty infinitely exceeds me, and 
terfore I deſire you would heare 
im for me. Strenethened by a ſin- 
tar Faith, ſaith he, ſhe made Gods 
Swe hers, more happy truely in con. 
ning Chrift in her minde, then his 


fiefh 
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fleſh in her wombe. E ndued with th bo 
faith ſhe fear d, and reverenc'd hi, | 
whom ſhe bore, whom as ſoone as jul? , 
brought forth ſhe ador'd, and wast, RY 
firſt beholder of the glory of hisreſu\, , 
rection. Would I muſter upm an 

\ forces I could produce many tne 
ther Champions of the fanf,, 

worth and antiquity, that withal;, 
indefatigable zeale, doe vindica 

the faith of this bleſſed Virgin aj, 

gainſt ſome of theſc latter age je 

who acculc her as defectiveinthi|je 

wherin ſhe was moſt accompliſh] ,, 

Their obje&ions have beene lon jj 

ſince anſwer'd by Saint Auftin|y 

Saint Ambroſe, and divers othen|y} 

of thoſe Primitive times. Saint4s| y 

ftin diſtinguifheth thus betweett| 1, 

Th. 16, Zacharies demand and hers. 2«| x 
de civit, chary when he ſaycs, Whence ſhal || ; 
Cap.24. know thu? or,By what meanes oy [| - 
| mn 
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buy this, 1, and my wife being jo 4- 
al? he ſpoke this out of deſpaire, not 
1 the way of :9qwiſition. But Mary 
when ſhe askes; How ſhall that be, ſince 
[hn 0 aman? ſhee utter d this 
muiring, not deſpairing. Where 
wl i l6 Tac hary * ſaid, thou ſhals 
fan 1mbe becauſe thou believeſt not; 
tha ut to hex the cauſe i expounded, 
licad uſe whele ſhe doth queſtion, ſhe 
 *! ret zot of the promiſe. And to 
$3] the ame purpoſe, and almoſt in 
thi Game words ſpeakes Saint 
Liſi imbroſe, whoſe teſtimony I 0- 
1 i, lt I ſhould prove tedious, 
in| ndobſcare to the tender ſexe, to. 
the whoſe profit this weake Eflay of 
UL nneis chiefly inrended. Yet my 
Il zaleto her whoſe true admirer I 
2 m;compels me briefly to deface 
al!] al thoſe aſpertions, which the 


all] ederfartes to ker, and piety have 
tum layd 


> 
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Layd upon her. And I am wholy| « 
transform'd into wonder as oftas] {i 
confider low malice, and, hel 2! 
fpawne can bee fo frontleſle a 
proſſcly to deprave the. meaniyy li 
of the Text onely to detract fron ob 
her, and ſhould be ſo audacious aa 
to contradit the holy Ghoſt him{m 
ielfe, who by the mouth of Elze|10 
beth pronounceth her bleſſed, be{ thy 
cauſe ſhe belecved. True it is, thei . 

{ 
fl 
ls 


expofitions give a light to tit 
Scriptures , but it is ſuch aones 
we receive from lightning, which 
brings with it rather terrour ther|t 
comfort, i 


Her obe, Here her obedience calls upot| w 
diexce, ME to cut off, I cannot ſay, thisd-|t 
grcſſion, but vindication of her ho-| \ 
nour, Though ſhe deſerved fovc-| V 
rainty, and command, yet delight Cc 

c 
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eſhe in nothing more then in this 


tas] (bmiſſive vertue proper onely to 
. hel (Subject, and was adiligent pra- 
|e a &itoner of ir through her whole 
ni life 1n imitation of hin who was 
fron] obedient even to an ignomini- 


us 4 
him: 
liz4- 
, be 
the 
| the 
nes 
hich 
ther 


pon 
$dl- 
- ho 
JVC- 
olit- 
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os death. Her faith, and obedi- 
ace were of equall ſpced ; for ſhe 
ſooner heard the Angell relate 
tat the Almighty had ordained. 
&« ſhould beare the worlds Re- 
Gvemer, but ſhe beleev'd, and con- 
knted that it ſhould be ſo. She had 
kat in her infancy , that obedi- 
ace with God 1s better then ſacn- 


thought in agreeing to the di- 
nmne ordinance, that ſo poſteritic 
wght diſtinguiſh betweene her o- 
kdence,and that of others whoſe 
Ws, and Vnderſtandings have a 
bat before they can bee 

brought 


ice, and therefore ſhe was as ſwift 


Con.) 
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Her ha- 


Natural 
Snmility 


brought to a conſent. But this wa 
onely a lovely branch of that beay: 
tifull tree, her humility, on waich 
a perpetual Autumne attended; for 
it continually bore fruit. 


Ofthis Vertue I muſt treat more 
at large then of the reſt, becauſe 
is extenſive cleane through all the 
actions of her life.Of this there are 
many ſorts, whoſe ſeverall coun- 
tenances, and ſhapes we will here 
draw to the life, leſt the Readerbe 
1mpos'd upon, and verily belceve 
he enioyes the true one, when, in. 
deed, he is onely poſſeſſour of the 
adulterate, 


We will begin with the-Narurall 
Humility, which is to be found n 


many,who being baſely borne,and 
bred, nd poorely ſpirited, aſpttc 
not 
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wt to greatneſſe , but reſt fully 
ontented with that ſordid calling 
fortune hath allotted them. "This 
Humility is none of thoſe that ver- 
we doth warrant, There is another 
kinde which we may call ſenſuall, 
ind this makes men refuſe ho- 
tours, not that they do nor defire 
them, but for the trouble,care,and 
danger that attendegt them. This 
Amility is baſe, and degenerate. 
There is a third proud one of the 
Hypocrite, who though he be am- 
bous of dignities, and ſeeks them 
by all cunning ; and undermining 
Kayes, yct(to be reputed humble) 
ie ſeemes to fliethem. This Hu- 
nility is falſc, and fained. A fourth 
there is philoſophicall,and morall, 
adthis conſiſts in the knowledge 
mans ſelfe, and his miſerable 


| *adition , ſo that by a naturall 


F light 


Hype- 
ut 
hamility 


Philoſo- 


phicall 


humility 
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light he can ſce to humble him: 


ſelfe, and be ſerviceable to all 


men,yet no further then the digni.' 
tie of his eſtate allows,and humane 
reaſon requires. So that in thi 


mans opinion it ſhould. not be hy 


mility , bur baſenefſle ina Gentle. 


man to pardonan injury done him, 
orto place himſelfe in an Hoſpital 
as a ſervant to attend the ficke, and 
needy. This Humility will noten- 
dure the Chriſtian Teſt. A fifth 
Mofaicall, or Tudaicall, offers i 
ſelfe to our conſideration; and this 
hath a neare reſemblance of the 
true one; for by the peruſall of the 
written Law we come to know our 
{elves more perfectly then allthe 
Philoſophers of the world car 
teach us. To this purpoſe Sant 
Paul ſaith ; From the Law comes tht 
knowledge of ſinne : and in anothe! 


place, 


. #,1 , 
I 
ay 
"0; 

i by 


—— 


67 i 
place, 7 had net knowne concupiſcence " 
tabee a ſinne had not the Law ſaid, 
Thou ſhalt not cover. In this Mirrour 
we diſcerne our originall corrupti- 
0n,and all our difordinare paſſions, 
and affections, together with our 
jonorancc, and trailty. By this 
Touchſtone we finde all our mo- 
al philoſophical vertues to be but 
counterfeit. Bur this carrics with ic 
a very detrimentall diſcommodi- 
tie; for it leads us beyond hope of 
alvation, and there leaves us. For 
when a man ſhall conſider that an 
unattainable perfection, and an ex- 
at obſervance of the Law is re- 
quired at his hanas (whercin he is 
commanded to honour God with 
Uhis ſoul, and with all his might, 
ndto loye his neighbour as him- 
fe) and yet withall ſhall diſco. 
*1n himſelfe an wmter difabilitic 
Y F 2 to 
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The true 
Chriſts- 
an Fu. 
mility. 


tro exccute theſe holy commands, 
a frozen difetion wil ſo benumme 
all his thoughts that not one of 
them will be of force to uphold 


it ſelfe from ſinking into the bot. | 


tomleſle pit of deſpaire. 


But with the true Chriſtian Hu- 
militie it is otherwiſe which (ha 
ving firſt made a ſubmiſſive ac- 
knowledgement of its owne ingrz# 
titude, pride, avarice, injuſtice, im- 
pictie, and infinite other imperte- 
ctions) by a ſtrong apprehenſion 
layes hold on the mercic of God 
in Chriſt. And this goodnefleof 
God towards us makes our finnes 
more odiousevyen in our own EiGs; 
no otherwiſe then the tender kind- 
nefle of his Father made the pro- 
digall childe more clearly ſee his 
owneertour,and diſobedience. = 
ev 
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this makes that ſpeech of God to 
the IJewes, When you wo” into the 
Lend of promiſe, then you ſhall know 
yur ſinnes 2 as if he ſhould have 


| kid, How often have you diſtruſted 


me, 4ud not onely murmur d again 
me, but abandon'd me, and ador d 
Idols, making them your guides, and 
attributing to them the benefits you 
have received from me 2 lo the rc- 
generated Chriſtian being once 
entred into the ſpirituall King- 
dome of Chriſt, ſecs more cleare- 
ly his ſinnes, then he did before 
his calling, as having received a 
oreater Light. The excellency of 
this vertue in a Chriſtian is be- 
yond humane expreſſion. Not a- 
niſſe a learned Father of the 
Church tiles this the Treaſurer 
of ali other vertues. The antient 
Chriſtians commonly uſurpe Hu- 
F 3 mility 


Hieron. i# 


in Epiſt. Wy 
ad Ce- ih 
lant. 


pou 
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mility for vertue it ſelfe. Chriſt 


cals it pooreneſſe of Spirit, and 


difcourſing of mans Beatitude, 
ſets it in the Front. This and 
Pride are at endleſle oddes; for 
this is ſociable, and loves com- 
pany,wheras pride affects ſolitude, 
and 1s for the moſt patt alone. 
In the Empire of Pride, two can- 
not ſtand quietly together, where- 
as inthe dominions of Humility, 
an infinite number may be placed 
without cither combar, or ſtrife. 
Pride is never void of feare, and 
doubt, whereas this ſtands ſecure 
with 1022s in the bottome of the 
Sea. Pride is ever ambitious of che 
firſt ſeate, this of the loweſt, and 
therefore is as much extoll'd by 
all men, as the other cride downe, 
Pride aflumes all to it ſelfe, and is 
full of ſclfe-love. This refuſcth 


EVcn 


_ 
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en its owne due, and underva- 


-| les it ſelfe, as knowing that it can 


aſtly call nothing its owne, but 
inte, Pride ſtormes at an injury 
reid; this embracethall occa- 
fons that may exerciſe its pati- 
ence, Pride(likeall things putt up, 
nd light) is wavering, attd blown 


here artd there by every guſt of . 


fortune; this in ſtability 15 4 tock 


wtin hardneſle, being ſoft, arid | 


white as the Downe of Swans. 
ſt though this Vertue beof atl 
ather the moſt innocent, and ſab- 
niſhive, it is withall the moſt po- 
ncrfnll; for, as nature, ſo God ab- 
hors vacuity, and therefore (fin- 
lng the humble ntterly empry of 


' #Ration, preſumption, and 


What elſe is derogatory to lis ho- 
wry) hee fils him with his 
mice and ſpirit. What ſhonld I 

F 4 ſay 
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ſay more ? Humility is fearcleſſ 
in danger, free in bondage, rich in 
agen, © quier in perſccution, no- 


le, and glorivrious in ignominy, | 


lofty in lownefle, joyfull in ay. 
ouiſh, and happy in the midſt of 
miſery. This made Moſes ſpecch. 
leſſe, Abraham to acknowledsc 
himſelfe duſt and aſhes, John the 
Baptiſt to eſteeme himſelfe a meer 
Voyce, and Saint Paxl to account 
himſclfe the greateſt of all ſinners, 
This Iewcll was ſo faire in Chriſts 
eye, that to purchaſe it, he under- 
went not only poverty,miſery,and 
all indignities, but even execrati- 
on, and maledic&tion. What would 
we judge of a great Prince, who, 
in ſtead of enlarging his Territo- 
ries, ſhould abaſe himſclfe ſo fartc 
as to become a poore ſubjed ? 
Why this did Chriſt, who (being 
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ofall things the greateſt, and beft . 
fomall eternity) by humility be- 
came of all the loweſt, and de- 
{ended even to the profeſſion of 
krvice to the meaneſt of his crea- 


\ tyres, It is alſo an evident marke 


ofhis humility, that he choſe to 
be borne of ſimple and obſcure 
Parents, whereas he might, if he 
would, have allyed himſelfe to 


thegreateſt Princes. This gave oc- 


cahonto the Tewes to mocke him, 
ying, Is not Toſe ph his Father, 
md Mary his Mother * True it1s 
that he was of the Houſe of Da. 
vid, but when he was borne, it 
was in its declination, and of no 
rute. As the Moone fourteene 
ayes together, tv our ſight, en- 
creaſeth, and fourceene againe di- 
niniſheth, till at length it be ſeene 
more: ſo in the fourtcene gene- 

rations 
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rations from Abraham to David 
the Houſe of David received ad: 
vancement in honour, and ſplen- 
dour, and was in his time at the 
full height; but in the fourtcene 
following generations it was in 
the wane, and in the dayes of 
Chriſt neere utter extinction. And 
whereas he might have inſerted 
Sarah, Rebecca, and many other 
Saints in his Genealogy,he placed 
Tamar, Raab, Ruth, Berſabe, and 0- 
thers of an inceſtuous race,to ſhew 
the world, that, though he hated 
{tnne, he abhorred not finners. 
What man is there who, having 1 
laſcivious wife detected of whore 
dome will take her againe ? Yet 


Chriſt, having eſpouſed the adul- * 


terate ſoule of man, receives her 
into grace and favour after ſhe 
hath committed millions of adul- 

reries, 


nn — 
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les. T 0 this effect ſaith the Pro- 


pt, Though thou haſt committed 
jmcation with many Lovers, yet re- 
wit, 4nd I will recerve thee. Who 
Kthere that being injur'd wiltnot 
uely forgive the Offendor, but 
keke his friendſhip, T, and 1 

lwne his life for him { All this 
i Chriſt, who (being grievoufly 
adhainouſly abuſed by man) not 
nely demanded his pardon, as if 
ik himſelfe had beene faulty, 
urmade an oblation of his owne 
kart-bloud to quench the wrath 
f God juſtly conceived againft 


\ im, Another admirable a&R of 


humilzy was, that (God ha- 
inggiven himall power in hea- 
and earth, in ſo much that he 


, (Ouldat his pleaſure have deſtroy- 


aldes, whole treaſon he fore- 
ey) all the revenge he tooke, 
was 
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was to waſh his feet, and to cal 
him Friend when he came toap. 
prehend him. To theſe I may adde 


his living in obſcurity from his 
twelfth to his thirtieth yeere, i 
all which time we reade not any 
thing of him. I will conclude with 
all the croſſes and calamities he 
endur'd, of which in his life hene- 
ver reaped any fruit, and art his 


death had his Innocency oncl]y, 


predicated by one, and that one: 
Thiefe. In a word, during his+ 
bode here below ( whether ya 
conſider his Doctrine, Actions, or 
Paſſion) he was not ſo much de 
lighted with the exerciſe of at 
yertue, as of this gentle,meek one, 
that ſo he might imprint it as hv 
owne ſacred ſtampe, or markcin; 
thoſe mindes which he woul: 


have knownto be his. And, _ 
the 


ful 
thel 
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cal keeſt, into the chaſt boſome of 


0apydearcſt Mother did he {end this 
adde|;zine gift, before his birth by in- 
| lisfigon, and afterwards engrafted it 
© Miyere by example. And this we 
aj] ay well perceive by her ſo cloſe- 
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following the partcrne that ſhe 
necedes all but himſelfe in this 


ulde, offenceleſle vertue. In this 


we quality as ſhe had an une- 


wll'd Maſter , ſo ſhe prov'd'a 
mtchleſſe Schollar. He who is ig- 
vrant of the excellency ſhe hath 
itain'd to in this one perfection, 
dare pronounce him withall ig- 
want of Gods holy Writzand 1n- 
apeable of all goodnefle derived 
hence. Yet ſome ſacrilegious 
ticevesthere are, who robbe this 
ratifull Temple of its prime or- 
ment, this ſweeteſt Garland of 
bhircſt Flower, They maintaine 
(me 
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(me thinks the earth ſhould ſhak 
itſelfe, and them when they ute * 
it) that ſhe was humbled, not hum. 
ble. Theſe I may more propethy 
avecrre to be learning, not learned, 
They may with as much juſtic 
deprive the Roſe of her bluſh, th” 
Lilly of her white, the Violet df ** 
her purple; and the Chriſtall ofi|| 
clearnefle, as her ofthis pretiou 
ornament, which ſhe obtein'd by; 
ſtudious pious imitation, and pre.| 
ferv'd with a holy care. Butmy 
wonderis the eſſe when Icontem-|, 
plate the continuall Antipathy be-|. 
tweene Impudency, and Innocen- |, 
cie. Wholſoever ſhall ſettle his me- | 
dication on her diſcourſe with the |, 
Angell, her pilgrimageto her cou- | 
{ens houſe, and her divine Hymne 
there (though he have ſworn him- | 
{clfe the ſlaye of prejudice) he will 
ER breake 
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wreake his chaine, and reaſſume {o 
mich freedome as to declare her 
mly humble. Sure I am if they 
would have her halfe a degree 
hunbler, they make her wholly 


| jet. To my thinking theſe fixe 


words alone ( Behold the hand- 
mid of the Lord) are able to con- 
rince of errour ſix thouſand ſuch 


| hallow Authors. To thoſe who 


weplac'd in an extreame height,all 


tings below ſeeme farre ſmaller 
'| then indeed, they are,butto them- 
| klues they appeare the ſame ; but 
Ttereit fals our otherwiſe; where 


he introducer of one pregnant 
deſkng thar contein'd all other in- 


thly placed above it) thinks all 
"gs under her tarre greater then 
trſclfe, and above her in value. 
| Cirainly all che ancient Fathers 
witi 


the world (and therefore wor- 
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| What do mine eyes behold ? Cedui : 
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with one conſent affirme that ſhe] — 
deſery'd to be Emprefle of all o:| 
thers, who humblcd her ſelfe be. 
low them all. For my owne par; [| *! 
am ſo tranſported with the meditz| 
tion of her meckneſſe that me|# 
thinks I heare her thus expreſſing|" 
the humility of her ſanctified heart|? 
to the heavenly Nuntio. br 


Is this a delightfull dreame, or 4 i 
pleaſing viſion that thus raviſheth my| 
ſoule? What a lovely projpet i thu! | 


ffooping to ſhrubs * Mountains to wal 4 
lies © The Occan courting a Rivertt! 
T diſcover more then all this. I ſet . 
Heaven deſcending to Earth, the ſu- p 
preame Maj to humane miſery, 
bleſſed Angell to a wretched mortal, 
True it is I am the ſtructure of Godt 
owne hands , but an edifice not cleare, | 

ads 
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lsonely Sonne. Alas, alas! I am a 
veſſel too unc{cane to encloſe a Deity. 
I thes fleſh of mine pure enough to 
dhe purity it ſelfe? 1 am not worthy 
he reputed his childe, much leſſe his 
parent. 0h lend me thy harmonious 
wie, thy heawvenly-Rhetoricke, thou 
teſtiall Oratour, that I may render 
lim thanks, and praiſe ; though not 
yuall, yet nearer to the grace I have 


4 |tived. I deny not bat _ his 

.| lame written.122 every thing here be. 
| bn, but. izz obſcure Characters , like 
- | ediſcovery of the Sunne in y way 


le. Thos art nearer. him in eſſence, 


| preſence, in gooanes in. knowledge, 


ndcanſt fi2de out wor -s more ſuted- 
tera bs worth. Wherefore T earneſtly 
feech thee in thy beje phraſe to pre- 
ſat the wnfaimed gratitude of . his. 
mb humble Hand-maid who eſtecyss 

"© BS her 


" faire enough for the habitationof 
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v2 The Femall Glory, or, 
| ber ſelfe _— to touch , my 
more to conceive him. Neither ſhak 
thog thy ſelfe depart without mf 
humble thanks for the eternall hony 
thog haſt done me by this wiſts, 
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It is probable enough ſhe ſaid 
much to this purpoſe, this forme 
of ſpeech being agreeable to her 
diſpolition, and demeanour, To 
conclude this point, {1x cleare de- 
monſtrations ot her Humility e- 
mincnt aboye the reſt, the holy 
Writ offers to our ſerious, andre- 
vercnd conſideration. The firſtin 
this dyubmiffive conference with 
the Angel. The ſecond in the 
houſe of Zachary, where the more 
her vertuc is predicated by he: 
coulcn, the more ſhe hambles her 
ſelfe. Thethird in her delivery, 
where the meckly ag 
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The life of the Firgis Mas ARY. 
clte to all wants, and inconvenien- 
ces. The fourth in her Purificati- 
gn, when ſhe obſerv'd the cuſtome 
ofather uncleane finfull women, 
and rankt her ſelfe with them. The 
6h in betrothing her. {clfe to a 
Carpenter, and in paying as great 
a1 obedicnce to him as ever wo- 
man did to husband , and in joy- 
ang with him in labour to.geta 


poore living , to maintaine them- 


{elues, and their Sonne. The fixth 
inhaving acare of the poore, and 
in aſſociating them at all times. 
But.ofall theſe I ſhall.create more 
at large inthe courſe of this divine 
tory, whoſe order now brings me 
tthe myſticall canceptian of her 
bleſſed Sonne , qur onely Lord, 

ind Saviour leſus Chriſt. 


The heavenly Ambaſſadour, ha- 
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' ediand T1 
leave it 

| zo the 

| dſcreete 
1 | eader 

| what to 
| Gelceve. 
| Lib. 18, 
| Moral. 

| CA,27. 


| DeSym- 
| bol.ad 
Cate- 


chum. 


ving cxecuted his great Maſters 
command, departs, leaves God, 
and Man in the wombe, and the 
Sonne of Righteouſneſle 1s now 
riſen in the virginall orbe. For this 
is the* tenent of the true, andan- 
cient Catholicke Church, that ſhe 


conceiy'd immediately after the 


Angels ſpeech, whom I had rather 
follow, then accompany many of 
theſe later times who oppoſe it: 1 
will onely produce a few teſtimo- 
nes, and that of Gregory the great 
ſhall be the Leader. The Angel, 
ſaith he, declaring,and the Spirit þ- 
proaching inſtantly the Word is in the 
wombe, and preſently in the wombe 
the Word # made fleſh, the incommu- 
table eſſence coeternall to him with 
the Father,and the holy Ghoſt ſtill re- 
maining. Him ſecondeth Saint 
Auſtin, of all the Fathers the moit 

ſubtle, 


Thellife of theVireinM av. 


ybtle and ſollid. Thefe enſuing 
re his owne words. When the An- 
all ſaluted the Virgin, then didthe 
ul Ghoft make her fraitfull, then 
dd that woman conceive 4 man with- 
wta man, then was ſhee repleniſht 
ith grace, then ſhee receru'd the 
lard, that hee might be in her who 
wade her. Andin another place he 
wriceth thus. Make zo delay, 0 Yir- 
gin, ſay but the word ſpeedily tothe 


Meſſenger, and receive thy Soune, 


give thy Faith, and feele the vertuc 


fit. Behold, ſaith ſhe,the Handmaid 
ofthe Lord, be it to me according to 
th word. Here was no delay at all,the 
dine Agent returneth, and Chrift 
mters the Virginall wombe. The mo- 
ther of God is ſuddenly made fruit- 
ful, and is preaweated happy through- 
wt all ages. She preſently conceived 
the Divinity of the Word w:thout the 

” -* "iv- 
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This 
eoncepts- 
O32 WAS 
predeſts- 
uated be- 


fore 


T me, 
from all 
eternity, 


fellowſhip of a man. In this celebra- 
tion ot the Nuprials berweene 
God and nature, while my affedi: 
on d4dvanceth one ſteppe,my reve: 
rence retires another. Here Rez: 
ſon is transformed into Admirati- 
on, Eloquence into ſilence. Some 
are rather ſolicitous to ſearclt irito 
the protundity of the Myſtery, 


than humbly to acknowledge | 


it, and by Reaſon ſeeke to pry in- 
to that which excludes all reaſofh, 
Whar was before time ir {elfe, is 
believed, not comprehended by 
man; for that tranſcends the un- 
derſtanding of man which was 
before his nature. No eyes but 
thoſe of Faith, can penctrate this 
Wonder. All things in God arc 
above reaſon, nothing above 
Faith, Here a Virgin conceive 
without the loſſe of Chaſtity, a 
| | | Maide 


——_—— 
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tz: | Miide remaines an immaculate 
ens | ther. Eternity is hereencgm- 
Qt | nf'd by time, glory masked in 
v6: | niſery. | A thing finite containes 
6: | Infinity, a mortall encloſeth eter- 
ti- | tity. Here the Sonne 1s as antient 
m8 | is his Father, elder than his Mo. 
Its | ther, and is made of her whom he 
y, | ade. Here 15 a concurrence, ora. 
6 | congregation of Miracles. It is a 
n- | miracle that in the formins of 
fi, | ch, and ſo greatan ifſue the aide 
is | fan ſhould be utterly exclu- 
y | 4d, and that as he was man, he 
1- | ras onely made of the pure blond 
35 | ofthe Virgin. It is a miraclethat 
if | the ordinary number of dayes re- 
is | uired in the forming of Fhiimane 
6 | body is not here obſery'd; but in 
e | very moment withourſucceflion 
s | iftimea body is fram'd, and ani- 
1 | ated, But a greater mira. fe than 
- Hs -—— all 
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all theſe is that at the ſame inſtan 


wherein the {oule 15 joyned to the 
body, the Divinity and Humani. 
ty arc- united in one perſon, and 
the cternall Word is inſeperably 
linkt with the fleſh; ſo thar the 
Sonof' God and man is the ſame 
inthe Virgins wombe. As forthe 
manner of her conception, I doe 
not more mervaile at the ſuper. 
natural! ſtrangeneſle of it, then | 
doe at the daring inquilition, and 
icnſuall expreflion of ſome, who 
relate it in words as grofle as their 
owne underſtandings. I only wiſh 
I could free the moſt learned, and 
ingenious - Eraſmus from the jult 
amputation of a laſcivious folly in 
the Eflaying to unfold this ſacred 


Myſtery. He compares Godto a | 


Woer, the Angell to a ſollicitour, 
and Mary to the beloved, and pro- 
| |: ceeds 


Thelife of ihe Virgin Mary. | 
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ceeds further than either the di- 
me Will, or humane modeſty 
rmit. He treates of this venera- 


| ble, this ſtupendious encounter 
hetweene the Divinity and Huma- 


icy in the ſame amorous phraſe 


| gich which the Poets deſcribe the 


yanton mecting of Dido and M- 
4 inthe Cave. I will not rip up 


-| the particulars in which he 1s taul- 


this way, leſt I runne into the 
me errour which in him I repre- 
hend, and imprint a bluſh onthe 
checkes of my baſhfull Readers. 
This conception was as ſpotleſle, 
nd as cleare from all pollution as 
ka {weet Odour when it enters 
the ſenſe. Here, ſaith Saint Auſtin, 
th Word is the Hushand, the Eare 
the Wife, in this glorious ſplendonr us 
the Sonne of Ged conceiv'd, inthis 
jwity generated, Of the ſame 

clearc, 
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Lib.1.de clearc, and cleatie fenſe is Ruperty|iihc 
operid. on this very paſſage. When the true [ſbi 
_ ly believing Made, ſaith he, openinict 
= le at once her minde and moth ſaid, ye (fl 
Pe9* holdthe Handmaid of the Lord, ben|iet 
z6 me according to thy Word ; in th\ite 
very inftant (to make good the words|W 
of the Angett) the holy Ghoſt cam 
upon her, and enter dthrough the ” 0 1 
does of her Faith. What part did In 

erter * firſt the Chappell of her chaſt fl 

boſbme, then the Temple of her hoh| i 
and incorrupt wombe : Hey boſom, | tin 
that ſhe might be made a Propheteſſe,| li 
her wombe, that ſhee might becomta| to! 
ma her. Now forthe time of thi] 
conception, whether orno it wert| ih 
preciſely on the 25. day of Match, | tl 
I will not ſtrive to chaine any] M 
mans beleefe to a reſolution here-| |: 
in, though T finde many old and | 
Sreat Dodtors of the he's to| þ 
ave | 
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Tie tife ofobe Virgin Mar, 

hcheld it for a truth. Matty que- 
ſhtis here atiſe wlnch F have tiel- 
& time, nor defire to difcuſfe, I 


|fillonely looke into the depott- 
1|ii&@t of chis incomparable cret- 


te after that ſhe knew ſhe was 

tothe the receptack of a Deity. 

ſte teete dppretenfion of ſich 

q uiticard of honour in otter 

iottien, would have begotten 
ie, atrogancy, akd diſdains, 
a onely of all their ſexe, but of 
tankinde it ſelfe. They would 
ve repin'd ar theit breathing of 
tommon ayre, and (ſcorning the 
atth they trod on) have nourithe 
iiambition to walke oh the bat- 
tlements of heaven. But this 
Maide above imagination excel . 
nt, the more ſhe was grac'd and 
lpnified, the more ſhe was hum- 
ded. When all men admir'd, and 
CC, even 
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ney ;over the ſteepe and fliny 


evenador'd her, and judg'd hx 
worthy to be preſently aſſume | 
into heaven, the was ready ty 
CreePc into the center of the eanh] 
and there to hide her, thinki 
that every one pointed at her,z 
undeſerving that ſupreme digniy 
confer'd on her by God himſelf 
And whereas others would hay 
ſtudied nothing but rich Tifſus| 
and embroyderies to weare, an 
the moſt coſtly Perſian Carpe 
to tread on, ſhe meditated ſimpl 
City in apparell, and a good pair 
of thooes to beare her afoot jour 
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mountaines, intending to beſt 
a Viſit on her couſin #lizabeth. 
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v.1nd larry aroſe 

went. into the Hull T : 

40 And, entred into the houſe 0 Zacharias, 
and, Jaluted Elzabeoth . | 

#1 And it came te paſee, that nhen Elzabeth heard 

s falutition Us AAAry, the babe leaped m her wonbe. 
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Many of her kinde , and in he 
high eſtate, and condition woulf 
hardly have acknowledg'd, orr: 
ceiv'd their kindred , much leſ 


have trorted over hils, and dale 
to make atender of their duties y 


fs. 


them. Here is a rare ſpeCtacle, Hy 
mility climing, a thing as contr[' 
ry to the nature of it, as it is tn 


thinzs ponderous of themſeluesn 
flie. *®his ſoveraigne of her ſy 
havir? Khe celeſtiall Monarch i 


clude2%h the narrow compaſle 


her wombe;, made haſte to pal 
thoſe ſteep,ſtony,and rugged hi 


the willingneſlc of her mindee|\* 
abling the feeblenes of her bodj, ; 


And, to ſay the truth , whethet 
ſhould ſhe (whoſe worth exalted 
her above all things clſc) go bu 


to places as eminent in ſcituatio! 
4 


py 
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she in {weetneſle of dil; poſition? 


| Fhither ſhould this Eagle flic,bur 


» the ſummity of the world? 
fue I am ſhe could not ſore above 
the pitch of her owne value. Shee 


forlooke the ſweet embelliſht val- 
lies, where with eaſe ſhe might 


H,/kave walked,and betooke her (ele 
tral 9the craggy mountaines , which 
$ ft) wt without infinite labour 5 and 


St 


ſex] 9g 


xe ſhe could afcend. By theſe 
h,and uneven wayes, have the 
bly Martyrs themſclues mounted 
te promontory of wertue , and 
we found the end of their jour- 
wy 2s {weet as their travell bitter. 


|overtue the minds that travel! to thy 


Inies how rich they returne | They 


| me backe laden with theſe C pretionus 


maxents that beautifie this life, and 
tſe Panchayan odours that ſweeter 
tte depricvation of it, and perfume po- 


fterity, 
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fterity. True it ts that thy ſexs an 
rough,es to him that lancheth intathe 
deepe, appeare at- firſt terrible, but if 
with confidence & conſtancy he plans 
them up,and with 4 fixed patienceen. 
dures the frownes of an angry Skie, le 
ſhall at length diſcover 4. calm 
ſmeath as thy owne forehead,on which 
Fartune, Time, and vice could newt! 
get imprint one wrinckle. Vnder th 
facred ſafe conduct hath many a ſu 
perſtitouſly devout diſtreſſed femal 
pilerim (after the endurance of heat 
and cold without, of hunger ,and thirf 
within, and orher miſerable accident; 
innumerable ) arrived with comfor 
at the ſuppeſed ſhrine of this our bly: 
ſed Saint, who here (having no othi 
guard than thy poten: ſei®) expuſe! 
her dainty feet 10 the knowne crutlty 
of flints hard, and ſharpe alike, and 
her ſacred perf on to labour, and inf 
ail 


The life of the Virgin MARY. 


we hazards incident to the poore 
mveller. She who meriteth to tit 
mder a cloth of ſtate, beſet with 
the earths moſt precious ſtones, 
anda preſence throng'd with Em- 
preſſes, as happy waiters graced in 
this attendance doth here commit 
herſelf into the hands of ſol:rude, 
addanger. Thus did the Spouſe 
o the holy Spirit overcome rhe 
trow,and difficult paths of theſe 
leepe mountaines , Charity lead- 
ng her by one haud,and Humility 


[by the other. And if we diligently 
[peruſe Gods ſacred Word ,, we 


hall there finde the Mountaines 
onour'd with many notable acts. 
Where did that parent of an innu- 
nerable iſſue, Abraham, prepare 


| tte immolation of his only ſonne? 


na mountaine. Where did 2foſes 
eye the Tables. of the divine 


H Law*e 


— 2 


en ew 
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Law: On a mountaine . Where did 
Chrift, (his Humanity concealed) 
transfigure his face into a coume- 
nance of cternall glory ? On ; 
mountaine. Where did he ſhed his 
pureſt bloud , and lay downe his 
deareſt life as an expiation for our 
hainous and manifold {innes ? On 
a mountaine. But why theſe fi- 
mous Acts were performed 01 
mountains rather then in vallics, 
Reaſon hathnot a ſight ſtrong,and 
quicke enough to diſcoyer, Bu 
this is evident, that God hath na 
plac'd Heaven it ſclfe on the on: 
fide of us, or under our feet , but 
over our heads, that we might © 
rect our looks,and fixe them on hs 
eternall habitation, and aſpire to 


enter the celeſtiall Canaan; indced| 


our true countrey , out of which 
while we live, we leade but a dy: 
ing, 


Thelife of the Virgin May. 
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ing, and a flaviſh life, and are no 
other then unfortunate exiles. And 
ſurely the very fight of ſublime 
places breeds inus high thoughts. 
We commonly looke downe on 
things deſpicable , the eycs of ad- 
miration are bent upward. 


The cauſe why ſhe tooke this 
journey,1I ſhall endeavour to relate 
lo briefly,that I will ſtrive to avoid 
even long {yllables. Yet do ſo ma- 
ny pious doctrines, and uſes, flow 
from theſe two Chriſtalline 
ſprings, that they alone are ſuſh- 
cient to compoſe an entire booke 
of a vaſt volume, 


The Angell that he —_ bc- 
get, and ſtrengrhen a belcefe in 
Mary of what he had ſaid confirms 


this miracle with another, and cels 
H 3 her 
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het that her Couſen ELzabeth al. 
ſo in her old declining age had 

conceiv'd a fonne, and that this 
was now the ſixth moneth of her 
being quicke. Theſe glad tydings, 
no doubt , delighted much our 
bleſſed Ladies minde, where they 
could not ſtay without rendringa 
faire encreaſe of fruit, firſt in me- 
ditation, then in action. Queſtion- 
Iefle,ſthe no ſooner heard them but 

her ſoul was delivered of a twinne 
of vows ; the firſt was, to praiſe 

God, that he out of his beſt ple 

ſure, and infinite goodnefle had 

vouchiated to crowne her couſens 

truittull vertue with the blefling of 
a childe, ſhe being now inyeares, 

when deſpairc had chaſed all ſuch 

hopes out of her breaſt , and bar- 

rennefle (as the world conceiv'd) 

had ſcal'd up her wombe, The 

other 
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ther was, all impediments ſect 
wart, to give her coulin a viſit in 
her owne Country, and habitati. 
on, Having performed the firſt, 
her thankcſgiving for her, ſhe un- 
dertakes the latter, her journey to 
her. Nor was ſhe long about it, 
but with all ſpeed poſſible fer for- 
ward, leſt ſhe might ſeeme not 


readily to obey the incitation of 


the holy Ghoſt, or be wanting to 
her couſin in any good office thee 
could doe her. Neither could the 
conſideration of her owne Maje- 
ty, of the teeming eſtare ſhe was 
In, of the diſaſters ro which Tra- 
vellers are ſubjeR, of the uneven- 
neſſe of the way,or ofthe * length 
(which Melanithon affirms to have 
beene twenty Dutch miles) deter 


In con- 


cione de 


viſttar. 
Martz. 
* F058 
Naza- 
reth ts 


leruſalem, where that Elizabeth 4welt, zot may 
noderne Divines but $,Auſtin,and Beda «firms. 
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Her 
Charity, 


her from undergoing this tedious 
pp—_ And as ſhe readily 
undertakes it, ſo ſhe makes haſte in 
it. She well underſtood that de- 
layes in ſpirituall affaires were as 
dangerous as relapſes in bodily 
diſcaſcs. 

Behold here a prodigall 
Charity that hath no reſped of it 
{clte, beiag onely intentive onthe 
oood of another. It was charity 
that withdrew her from her belo- 
ved privacry into the publike 
view, which till then ſhe had ever 
ſhun'd. It was Charity that added 
wings to her feet, and armed 
her heart againſt all ſiniſter 
accidents that could happen. 
It was Charity that emboldened 
her to goc to her couſin without 
any invitation, not being expedted 
by her, or, happily, by face 
knowne to her, and with _ 

ence 
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&knce of welcome to enter her 
touſe, It was charity that caus'd 
terto tender fervice there where 
twas due to her ſelfe. It was cha- 
ity that cheer'd her up, and ſent 
heron this congratulating Embal- 
fy. Laſtly, it was Charity that in- 
ned ſanRity it ſelfe encloſed in 
this happy Maide to haſten to the 
ſanification of the childe in the 
wombe of El;zabeth. 


Having patiently paſſed the 
troubles and annoyances of her 
voyage, ſhe with joy at length ar- 
rives at her couſins habitation, in- 
te which ſhe no ſooner puts her 
head, but the reverend Prophe- 
teſle(having no other revealer,nor 
prompter than the holy Spirit) 
immediately knoweth the Mother 
of her Lord to be there preſent, 

H 4 and 


- — 


1he Femal! GI ry, or, 


and knowing vouh acknowledge 
it, and acknowledging doth mag. 
nifie her perfeftions,& proteſſcth 
her houſe blefled 1 DEINg oraced 
with her -voachſafing to be in it. 
She at firſt fight Giſcernes in her 
ſo many, and ſo great concealed 


vertues and myſteries, that a man 


would judge ſhe had beene pre- 


ſent at the enterview of her, and | 


the Angell. Nor did ſhe conceale 
thele her cxcellencies, but did de- 
{crive them with ſuch skill and 
zeale, that Fame was even proid 
ro repeat them. Could the dome. 
ſticall ſcrvants thinke you (having 
heard their Miſtreſfſe predicate 
her diviae qualities, and tranſcen- 
dent condition) containe them- 
ſelves from divulging a joy which 
a narrow humane boſome is not 
capacious enough to recetve* 
Could 
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Could they abſtaine from juſtly 
joaſting that a beauteous blefled 
Maide reſided then intheir houſe, 
which together with their ſoules 
were by her glorious preſence en- 
lghtened 7 


ButI can no longer wakliald 
| my pen from ſcrting downe the 
ſourney it ic.te, and "their mutuall 
flutacions in the ſame words 
wherein the Text commends 
them to us. And Mary aroſe iz thoſe 
dayes, and we't into the h:{I-C ountry 
with haſte to a City of Tuda, and en- 
zr'd into the Joſt Zicharias,4z# 
ſaluted Elizabeth. And it came to 
jaſe as Elizabeth heard the ſalutati- 
on of Mary, the Babe ſprang 1 in her 
telly, and Elizabeth was filled with 
the holy Ghoſt: and ſhe cryed with 4 
Ind voyee, and ſaid. Bleſſed art thon 

among fl 
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amongſt women, becauſe the fruit if 
thy wombe ts bleſſed. And whenu 
commch this to paſſe that the Mothn 
of my Lord ſhould come tome? Fi 
foe as ſoone as the voyce of thy ſalute 
t:0n ſounded in oy eares, the -_ 
rang in my belly for 10y. 4ndblel. 
Je ou ls Aliew's ; for We | 
things ſhall be performed which wer 
told ber from the Lord. Then Mary 
ſaid; My ſoule magnifieth the Lord, 
and my ſpirit rezoyceih in God my St 
wviour; for he hath reeardedthe lowl-| 
weſſe of his bandmaid; for behili 

from henceforth all generations ſhal 
call me bleſſed. Becauſe he that 
mighty hath magnified me, and hi 
# his name. And his mercy is fr 
generation to generation on them thi 
feare him. Hee hath (hewed firengh\| 
with his arme, he hath ſcattered the 
proud in the imagination of tht! 
hearts. 


Ro — 
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huts. He hath put downe the mighty 


jm their ſeates, and hath exalted 


tr humble and meeke. He hath filled 
te hungry with good things, therich 
i hath [ent empty away- He hath up- 
Maes Iſraell his ſervant, being 


" |windefull of his mercy. As he hath 


foten 20 our fathers, to wit, Abra- 
lam, 42a his ſeed for ever. 


In this ſalutation of El/;zabeth, 


.|the ſpringing of the Babe in her 


nombe at the ſound of our ſwee- 
eſt Ladies voyce requires not on- 
y our obſervation but aſtoniſh- 


;| ment, He that was greater than all 


the Prophets as yet not borne,and 
acloſed in the narrow compaſle 
ofthe Wombe no ſooner heard 
te charming voyce of this hea- 
enly Nightingale, but he leaped 
br joy, eſſaying then, and there 

to 


— 
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$.1 Bernard /aes, to excrciſe the officeofh 
that if an Fufant Forerunner of his Maſt 
_ | _— Joy The aſleveration of 6 
«t rhe ſo Wwe of HY that this was not an ef 
Voyce, what will ro 

the joy of the (+- of the Virgins vertue, 
lefliall inhabi- of the Word Incarnat 
rants be , when may be admitted þ 


they ſhall ſee and good, if we onely have 


e 
ell 
he 


heare her ? Serm. eye to her Vertue, andeahine 
7. deaflump.Ma- {qe the aide, and port 


rlx, 


of the divine Grace. Bute: 


all Wiſedomes Childrind 
are by Truth, her ſelfenjvy 
formed that many thing, / 
are lawfully attributedtpea 
ſecondary Cauſes, the prjcri 


mary and efficient caul 
not rejeed. And this wa 
we may 1mpute to Mz, 


what worke ſoeyer Gd! 


with her co-operatinghull 
. wrought either in th: 
hoult 


nin 
Ing 
Gra 


- > 


bi TRE, 
The life of che Virgin Mia RYs 
uſe of Z :chary , or elſe where 
aſteircthe benctit, and initruction of 
omspoore mortals Neither willany 
effefſ6und, and follid judgement attri- 
teany thing to the coiſpicuous 


lat ſerve, and feare him, diſtri- 
ktes his gifts, and faygursto Man- 
linde, That ſentence of. Chriſt is 


ung, hall do the works that I do, and 
dtyjyeater. By many examples the 
prſſciptures do confirme the com- 
-aufſaing of Saints to any mans dwel- 
ng to conterre upon him both 
brce and Happineſle. Three An- 
50d ls came to Abraham , whom he 
jatil certain'd taking them for pil- 
t|emms, when the Patriarch torth- 
ul vich 


109 


NARS rm OO, 


Toh, 14. 


Ger'.18, 


. i. -: ” a = = - = 
— -— —- -- I - AS > * - 
= 4 . h. == : — 
_ WV - - - z _— 


nn on. 


OE eg er = ———— NE 
——  — _— 


"<= —_— 
—<dt_—t co 
« *y 


The Femall Glory, or, © 


——_ — WG 
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Gen, 30, 


4. Ky 4. 


with became fortunate in the g}| t 
tcining of that for which ſo low i 
he had offer'd up vows to Goq| ar 
namely a ſonne; his wife and he|th 
being by the courſe of nature, paſſ 12 
the generation of children, A} no 
gaine, two Angels came to 1y| dr 
and lodg'd in his houſe at $0, the 
dome, and fav'd their hoſt,and hi {en 
two daughters from being reduc! the 
to cinders with their City. aj br: 
viſited wicked Laban, to whon| no 
God granted a ſingular bleſſin| tc. 
for that idolater , in ſo much tha|#h 
he himſelfe confeſled it, ſaying,|trn 
have learned by experience _ Gull pay 
hath bleſſed me for thy ſake Elizi| | 
to expreſle the kindnefle he rece;] the 
ved at the hands of his hoſteſſe| del 
the Shunamite,reſtored her dead thr 
ſonneto life. The Apoſtles them| vh 


ſclues brought peace, and feliciy| Au 
wo] 
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0] wall hoſpitable men whoſe dwel- 
low| lags they enter'd. And ſhall the 
70d, nvall of Gods owne mother at 
| hel the houſe of Zachary prove onely 
paſſ vane , and fruitleſle in bringing 
Al no divine conſolation to her kin- 
In ded? Yes ſurely, ELzabeth taſted 
Sethe fruit of her all-gladding pre- 
dhi] ſeace ; for ſhe could not conceale 
duct the pleaſure conceived in her 
all fieart , but utter'd it in the beſt 
hon] nords ſhe could. 7obz himiclfe alſo 
ſing] 1elliſhe ic, and by his motion gave 
tha[whar fignes he could of the con- 
ng,[[tent, and worthip he receiv'd,and 
Gil payd, Neither could it otherwiſe 
2m] but the Manſion of Zachary and 
«> the adjacent countrey were both 
eſſe] delighted , and ſanctified by rhe 
ſead| tiree moneths reſidence of her, 
en-| tho bore not about, but in her,the 
cif| Author, and conſummartour of all 

(| | P1cty, 
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picty.T heir joy, queſtioaleſle,ws 
beyond imagination great, inthat 
they had never before ſcene Gods 


gifts, and graces paſling through| 


{o pure an organ of his Spirit, But 
the aged Prophetefle her felte 
doubtleſle was in a holy delitions 
Trance at the very firſt ſteppe ſhe 
made over her threſhuld, and 
thought her houſe, but halfe bleſ 
till the other foot was in. Their 
muruall ſalutation ſurely was low, 
and ſubmiſſive, which I cannot 
better expreſle then by the ſuppo- 
fition of the encounter of two 
ſhades ſoftly creeping ore the face 
ofthe earth. The Evangeliſt del: 
vereth onely the Compendiumof 
their conference, which could not 
be bur 2s long as ſcrious.. They 
treated ſurely of deepe miraculous 
Myſterics, as ofthe incarnations 

the 
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te Word, of the perſecution of 
ter, and Gods onely Sonne, as al- 
ſof his paſſion, and the ſalvation 
ofMankinde. And here it will nei- 
ther be a thing impious nor imper- 
tinent (binding our ſelues ſtrictly 
tothe ſubſtance of their ſhort diſ- 
courſe) to ayme at the amplifica- 
ton thereof, by which happily it 
may come to paſle that the ſuppo- 

(tion of what they might ſay may 
une to a Truth of what they ſaid 

indeed. This then, or like te this 

was, or might be the ſpeech of the 


| toly Matron to the more holy 


Virgin, 


What looks ſhall T put on * What 
wrds ſhall T aſſume, what entertain- 
ment ſhall I finde out, O Princely Vir- 
wn! to give thee a welcome anſwera- 
te to thy merits who art Superiour, to 
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the Saints in Heaven, and the prin 
glory of thy Sex on Earth* I am whil. 
ly transformed into ſhame when 1 cox. 
ſraer every way thy Excellency, and 
my unworthineſſe. Alas! what s ther 


in miſerable me that ſhould invitethe 


mother of my Lord to afford me avi- 


ſit, who am the meaneſt of his Cru- | 


tures? What equality is here * Thus 
who art full of Grace, comeſt to mi 
woid of it : Thou who art famou fu 
thy Fertilitie to me who have beents 
long time infamous for my Barren. 
neſſe. Thy Charity and Humiliy 
made thee forget thy ſublime andm) 
low eſtate, and conducted thee to m) 
poore Cottage 10 way fit to receive 
thee. Moſt of thy Sexe having attait- 
ed to thy ſupreame condition ( who 
aid'ſt conceive and nouriſh the Cru- 
tour and Redeemer of the world with 
that thy cleareſt bloud of which he ws 


made) 


made ) would have advanced their 
huads above Mortality, and diſdain- 
ing all inferiour Converſation would 
have demanded as their due, to be aſ- 
ſumed into the imperial Heaven. But 
in thee, one. heat hath expelled awo- 


ther, the flames of thy zeale have ut- 


terly conſumed thoſe of thy Pride (if 


any thou ever had ſt) and thou art ſo 
fare from vaunting, that thou by all 
meancs ſeekeſt to conceale that daintie 
Fruit of which all Pofterity ſhall taſte, 
ad never be ſatisfied, and for which 
al Generations ſhall call thee bleſſed. 
But from others thow mayſt hide it, 
from me thou canſt not , to whom the 
Spirit hath reveal dit, and the ſprin- 
ging of the Childe in my wombe hath 
teſtified it ; and if the Children of Iſ- 
ret ſhould be ſo dull, and unhappy, as 
wt to apprehend it, God would grue 
the tones an articulate voyce to pro- 
T 2 claime 
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claimeit. The Lord of mee, and al 
things elſe, hath firmely ſeated him. 
ſelfe in thee , and choſen thee for his 
mother, to the end that the ſeed of A- 
braham may breake the head of the 
Serpent , and the Sonne of David 
bring reliefe to his forlorne and dj. 
ſtreſſed Church , ſtreightly beſciged 
by the Prince of Darkneſſe,and hi in. 
y ny Troopes. Trut it zs, I am about 
thee in yeares, but in deſert infinitely 
below thee,and therfore ought to have 
prevented this thy painfull journey by 
cemming firſt to thee to congratulate 
thy happmeſſe,and not onely in the be- 
halfe of my ſelfe , my kindred, and 
Nation, but 1m the name of Gods ſe 
lected people to tender thee moſt hum- 
ble thongh not condigne thanks for ſi 
readily aſſenting tobeare,bring forth, 
and educate their Soveraigne Lord 
and Redeemer. But thou having g0t- 
teh 
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tn the ſtart of me in goodneſſe, art 
me to me ere I could ſet forward 
towards thee, and now thou art here, 
Irepine at nothing more than at my 
hit to ſerve thee. Thou who 
meritef® to have the earth, the 
water, and the ayre ranſack't te 
pleaſe thy pallat, ſhall have no- 
thing here but the ſimple viands of 
Nature prepared by as ſimple an Art. 
but truſt me,what ever is here is true- 
h thine owne, and my ſelfe to boot. 
My willing heart to waite on thee, 
ind obey all thy Commands, ſhall 
ſwply all other defects. Such i my 
tefire to attend, and pleaſe thee that 
tie but ſrgmifie thy pleaſure by the 
leaſt becke or nod, and thou ſhalt ſee 
hw nimbly 1 will beſtirre theſe aged 
lmmes , and place before thine eyes 
1 plaine and evident converſion of 
Impotenty into Ability. I ſhall wot 

#3 thinke 
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thinke any paines my weakeneſſe can 
endure too great ,nor any coſt my purſe 
Can compaſſe t00 aeare for thee. Whey- 
fore 1 earneſtly beſeech thee to Pe 
me,and my houſe with thy long aboe, 
and let not our courſe and ſlender fart 
make thee haſten my death inthy ſud. 
den returne. O wy brighteſt Starre' 
envy me net thy comfortable ſhint, 
but let me Livein it tiff T exchange it 
for a brighter in Heaven. The aayes 
of my Pilgrimage are even now at an 
end: O leave me not then, who art tht 
Staffe and Solace of mine Age! but 
ſtay the arrivall of my laſt minute, 
and with thy faireſt hands cloſe up 
theſe my dimme eyes. So ſhall Tbid 
farewell ts this world nth content, 
and enter the other with glory. Thou 
my ſweeteſt Princeſſe who haſt werif- 
ed the Prophecy of Eſay ,and being an 
unſpotted Virgin, doſt conceive and 

bring 
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ing forth tothe world our Emanu- 
il; grawt this my firft and moſt hum- 
ble requeſt. O thou daughter of Abra- 
ham! who haſt ſurpaſſed thy Fathers 
Fatth in beleeving things which 
eeme more impoſable to humaxe 
Reaſon: if in this rude ſpeech of mine 
[have over-talked my ſelfe,or under- 
ſpoken thee, impute it to my declining 
id doting yeares, and grant me thy 
tardon, Thus I end, but not without 
uding to thoſe I have already given 
thee, 4 Myriade of Welcomes, and 4 
million of Aves more, 


The vertuous Maid undoubted- 
ly was not here mute, but devided 
her ſpeech betweene God and her 
Couſin. She direted (with TI 
know not whether greater Piety, 
or Prudency)her praiſe to the for- 


mer ere ſhe would vouchſafe to 
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make a reply to the latter. An an. 
ſwer without all peradventure her 
humanity afforded her, and to this 
purpoſe for ought we knoy, 
mught it be, 


« Deareſt Couſin, your own wiſe- 
<« dome will plead my excule, in 
<« that I rendred him laud to whom 
< jr belongs, ere I accepted of it my 
« ſelfe to whom it is not due. You 
« magnifie me, and I my Creator, 
*£ Your ſacred iſſue moved with de- 
< light at the ſound of my harſh 
*© voyce, and my ſpir.t rejoycethin 
* the Mercy of my ſweeteſt Savi- 
** our. Youglve me attributes more 
** proper to my Maker than to me, 
*not unlike thoſe Heathen who 
*rake off the heads from the Ima- 
** ges of their Gods,and faſten them 
*tothe ſhoulders of their Prince# 

St2- 


The life of the Virgin Mary. 121 


—— 


{ Statues. Your -commendations fit 
our ſelfe better than me, and re- 
'{emble thoſe reſplendent rayes 
© which returne into the radiant bo- 
2 dy that ſent them forth. Ina 
"word, yon have ſubſcribed my 
: Name to your owne Character. 
"The humbling and undervaluing 
of your ſelf isa ſtrong argument of 
"your vertue ; foras in a field of 
*Corne we ſee the empty cares to 
' hold up their heads, the fuller to 
hang them downe. I amin my 
Spring, you in your Autumne; [ 
produce the Bloſſome, but you 
'beare the fruit. What the moſt 
"penetrating Eye can diſcerne in 
me, the moſt partiall Tongue wall 
"call a faperſiciall ornament, but 
the dimmeſt {fight may ſoone dif 
cover that in you, whichthe moſt 
"detrafting Penne muſt be forced 
-- 
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< to ſtyle ef{cntiall worth. Thus digſ'y 
< nified, give me leave totell you 
<« ſweeteſt Couſin, that you offe 
<«< mean affront together with you 
« {ervice. A ſeemely ftght it wer 
«< ſurely to behold decrepit age wa 
« ting on a&tive youth, wiſedom: 
« on vanity; a venerable Matron ot 
« a {imple Girle. The ſcope of ny 
« journey is te-attend you, tolend 
<« you my ſtrength, now your own 
« failes you, and to ferve you 
<« through all the offices of you 
« Hand-maid. Doe but intimat|'t0 
« your will by the leaſt ſigne, anlſ' it 
<« you ſhall ſee me flye to performe "te 
«it, Your Invention cannot” d| 8c 
<< viſe any thing ſo impoſſible Je 
< which my will (ambitious to * 
« pleaſe you) will not judge mo K 
© e:;fte to be executed. Wheres| i 


: {1 
« you intreat me to ſtay long with|*m 
you, 


ved 
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« you, you tranſgreſſe the Lawes of 


ouſs friendſhip in petitioning her 


fe 
dur 
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m 
end 


ble, 
 f0 
10k 
reas 
vith 
70ll 


«hom you may juſtly and bold- 
'ly command. A thing ſtrange to 
me it 1s, that you ſhould thinke 
'me ſo ſtupid and ſencelefſle, as 
{that I ſhould need an invitation to 
*be made truely happy. Before 1 
'had the honour to {ee you, I envi- 
'dthoſe that enjoyed your ſweet 
"nd divine converſation, and 
*hought they enricht themſelyes 
'with my loſle; wherefore a ſtaffe 
'to bear me hence is more requi- 
'fite, than Oratory to keepe mee 
'here. Ever ſince the bleſſed An- 


.*zell imparted to me the newes of 


*your being fruitful], my deſire to 
*ke you hath beene reſtlefle, and 
"next to God I have onely medita- 
'ted you and your goodnefle. O 
"my beſt Couſin! whole —_— 
an 
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« and devout prayers obtaine yidy. 5 
« ries, whole Faſts abundance, Joy - 
<« with me in thankeſgiving to G 
« for the grace which I ſhallney 
<« be able to conceive, much leſſet 
<« expreſle or deſerve. Him with; 
© my heart and with all my foule 
<« invoke, that bleſſings may f 
< upon you before, and above yon 
* wiſhes, and that you may ye 
< long live to his glory, and ny 
* Comfort. 


ror) 
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Had their three months deme; 
nourcach to other, together wit 
their godly diſcourſe, and piou 
practiſe of it, beene penn'd top0- 
{terity (had all other Bookes been 
burnt ſave that and the Bible) tht 
Femall ſexe in theſe rwo ſhoull 
have found matter ample enoug\ Ir 
to Exerciſe both their _— bet 
an 
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Ih. nlaRion. Sure I am the Romuiſh 


zriall of this their Charitable 
{acounter, hath ordained the An- 
wall Celebration of a ſolemne 
faſt, And the Councell of Baſil 
otwhat authoritie in other things 
mow not certainly 1n this one 
" Jaticular very commendable) 
JI decreed the ſolemnization of 
ls Feſtivall day in theſe verie 
"ds. 
The Bleſſed Virgin being inſtructed 
|1the celeſtiall Meſſenger , and con- 
ated by the Holy Ghoſt, aſcended mm 
ufe the 20untanous Countrey , and 
red che humble houſe of Lachary. 
nlz sus who was in her wombe, 
de haſte to bleſſe Tohin as yet in his 
lmhers Belly. And the moſt glorious 
> [Min wiſiting her Couſen Eltza- 
ih, WAs pleaſing to her both in her 
- lowing 


Cyrch, as in an honourable me- Sep. 43. 


Concil. 


Bafileen. 
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loving viſitation , and fruitfull Cill the! 
lequie. The Conſideration of this £1 wer 
celine Myſtery ought to delight th\wh 
windes of the Faithfull, where 4 
two glorious Mothers (who bore abug\w 
them the comencement and atcim-|lar 
pliſhment of owr Salvation) did fifa ud 
wiliarly communicate their joyes, ani|inj 
wherein the moſt excellent Virgin 
Mary of the Houſe of David, andF.\w « 
lizabeth the moſt venerable amone(|tdla 
the Daughters of Aaron diſcours {|m 
zogether. The firſt of theſe hadinth.|ts 
ſed in her wombe the Creatonr an{|at 
Redeemer of 225 all,the latter his Fir: WH, 
runncr. Theſe Saints being made Ms ft 
thers by a Miracle conferr d togethr |#d 
of the Divine benefits they had rett- 
ved. The meeting of this worthy paint 
was moſt happie, and illuſtrated with\1g 
great, and glorious teſtimonies of tht hy 
divine Grace. The one conceived / 
tht 
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Call th coop eration of the holy Spirit, the 
Fyl ter by Myracle in her old Age, and 
hl nb their 1ſſues foretold by the celeſtt- 
bel dngell. Tohn as yet impriſoned in 
alk Mothers wombe doth worſhip his 
m-\lord borne to him in Maries Belly; 
aud Elizabeth fill'd with the Holy 
an{(tnft doth congratulate the Conceprt- 
inlwaf the Sonne of God, ard the Savi- 
/E.|w of Mankinde , and prophecying 
rf|tdares her Conſen bleſſed in belee- 
rr dmg, and contemplating the myſte- 
ch.|1ts revealed to her. On the other ſide 
an{|Mary full of unutterable joy, layed up 
om |dtheſe ſayings 11 her heart , which 
Me-|irfare ſhe had heard from the Angel, 
her (ad now from Elizabeth, and breaks 
Winto a Song of Thankſgiving to 
it Lord. Who can ſufficiently praiſe 
ith \1great Myſteries © Who can declare 
thi | uſe joyes to the full 2 Tohn not yet 
ly [ne rejoyceth, Elizabeth # — 
tht e 
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ed with the arrivall of the Virgi, 
Mary is extreamely pleaſed in th 
Myſteries, the Saviour of the worldi 
acknowledged by his Fore-runner, m 
onely the Angcls , but Heaven an 
Earth reſent the pleaſure, and th 
whole Trinitie 1s glorified with nn 
praiſes. Wherefore the greatneſſe i 
theſe joyes 7s to be extolled with eje- 
ciall commendations , and. with jm 

ular ſolemnities to be celebrated, ani 
the Lord in the wombe , the Jiren 
that beares him , the barren that an 
ceives, and the Fore-runner that it 


ſanitified ought to be preſented nit 


all imaginable praiſes and honours. 


With this pious and grateful 
ordinance of the Church I con 
clude the viſitation of our incom- 
parable Lady,and now proceedt 
her Deliverie. 

W: 
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We readc in holy Writ of three 
ſupernaturall Preductions, the one 
of Adams, the other of Eve, the laſt 
of Chriſt, which as moſt miracu- 
ſous we are now to treat of, Here 
in his Nativitie, as before in his 
Conccption , let us turne Inquiſition 


| into thanksgivine , and with one 


ſpirit and voyce {ing aloud, The 


fume which the Builders refuſed is the 


rad of the corner. This was the Lords 


| hing,and it is marvellous 11 0r eyes. 
t| This is the day which the Lord hath 


made, let us rejoyce, and be gladin it. 
This is our wedding-day, wherein 
by the Sonne we are joynedto the 
Father. This is the day of the new 


00-| union, wherein he who is God re- 


maineth the ſame that he was, yet 
or our ſakes is borne, and made 
what he was not ; wherein he that 
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was every where without a Body, 
is made preſent to us by a Body, 
that what God hath by Nature, 
men might receive by Grace, This 
is a great, a joyfull, a fortunate, 
defired day, the end of the Law, 
the end of the Prophets, the begin- 
ning of the Goſpell , nay the Go. 
ſpell it ſelte. This is a day of State, 
uſher'd by the Angels , follow'd 
by the Apoſtles. Let our Mindes 
remove the diſtance of Time and 

place, and dwell a while with ou 

all-holy-Lord and bleſſed Lady, 

leſt we looſe the pleaſure of thi 

day, the lcaſt Accident whereof 

Myſterious. What a brave afſem- 

bly of Viſitants of all Conditions 

reſorted this day to this place, 

which then might rightly be call- 

ed the Randevyous of the Saints? 

Would you ſee thoſe who = a- 
ove 
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boye men , but below him who is 
borne * Behold the Angels ling- 
ing his birth, Do you defire.to be- 
hold the married « Here you have 
Zachary and Elizabeth. The un- 
married © Here you have Symon. 
Widdows 2 Here you have Ang. 
Prieſts? Here againe you have Z4- 
<ary. Wile men? Here you haye 
them from the Eaſt. Ideots? You 
have here the Shepheards. But 
here 1s to be noted, that theſe kee- 
pers of Beaſts heare the voyce of 
the Angels before any of the qg- 
ther, firſt receive the Goſpell, and 
irſt divulge it. And in this they 
were more happie then Auguſt; 


himſelfe , who { though he had 
made a firme Peace by Sea and 
Land, and had now the third time 
ſhut up the Temple of 7anws) yet 


was he ignorant of the bleſſed 


CEE. - 
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Peace concluded on betwixt God 
and Man.O how much ſometimes 
Ignorance avails in Divine mat- 
ters! Kings, Potentates, the Rulers 
ofthe Earth, and the wile of this 
world are afleepe while Chriſt is 
borne. Theſe moſt ſimple of Mor. 
tals, and innocent as the creatures 
they tend, watch all night, and 
therefore are firſt made partakers 
of theſe joytull news. As their 
owne wooll not yet dipt in any 
dye readily drinks in any colour 
they -pleaſe to beſtow on it: So 
their minds voyd of all humane 
wiſedome , greedily ſuckt in the 


Divine; Faith is the Compendiur 


of Salvation , and humane know- 
ledge of times the obſtacle of 
Faith. Ar:ſ{otle having confinedto 
Heaven, the Maker , and Moovyer 
of it, would never have aye 

OY ; 
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his birth here below. Plazo would 
haveiderided this miraculous. rela- 
tion, who the more he attributed 
to God, the leflſe would he have 
expected his ſo humble comming 
into the world. Neither would 
the Stoicks who held God to be a 


fire, nor Hipocrates who thought 


him to be a warm'th, ever have 
bok't for him clad in fleſh and 


bloud. Wherefore they are here 


deed witneſſes of this ſtrange 
truth, whoſe Science was of abili- 
y ſtrongly to beleeve, not wittily 
to diſpute. O what proficients in 
Faith did theſe ruſticall Swaines 
prove ina moment ! What a pro- 
tound ſecret is imparted to them? 
Let us examine the verity of this 
dy that infallible Touch-ſtone, the 
text. And there werein the ſameConn- 
ry, Shephcards abiding in the field, 
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to keeping watch by night becauſe 
their focks and loe the Angell s f 
Lord came npon them, andthe glyy 
of the Loyd ſhone about them, un 
they were ſore afraid. Then the-4y. 
gell wa _— thtm, = not . « pm 
or behold I bring you tidings of tre 
_ that ſhall hopes the —_ ; Tis 
&, that unto you us borne this day1 
Saviour which # Chriſt the Lind, 
And this ſhallbe a ſigne wt you; 1u 
ſhall finde the Childe ſwadled 4nd 
—_ in 4 Cratch. And ſtraight wa 
there was with the Angell a wultitut 
of heavenly Soldiers, prayſing God, 
and ſaying; Glory be to God in th 
high Heaven, and Peace on Earth, 
and towards men good will. And it 
came to paſſe that when the Angels 
were gone away from thence 1 
Heaven, that the Shepheards ſaid 
one to another; Let ms goe thew _ 
Beth- 
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Bethlem, axd ſee this thing that 
rome to paſſe, which the Lord hath 
ewed unto us ; ſo they came with 
tafte, and found both Mary and 
loſceph with the Babe layd is the 
Cratch. And when they had ſeene 
it, they publiſht abroad the thing that 
w4s told them of that Childc. SE 


Here three things eſpecially are 
remarkable : | 
Firſt, their forwardneſlſe in be. 
lieving : 

Secondly, the ſpeed they made 
to ſee what they had belicved,and 

Thirdly, to publiſh what they 
had ſcene. | 

That they quickl y believed, ap- 
peares by the haſte they. made to 


ſee. They no ſooner ſaw him, but 


they found him to berthe King of 
Iſraell indeed, yet withall to be a 
K 4 Shep 
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Shepheard.. They . inſtantly dif. | 


cerne this.to be the Shepheard, 
who was to lay downe his lite for 


his flocke. The Prince of all Shep. |( 


heards whoſe ſheepe-fold is the 
world : The Shepheard that was 
to ſeperate the Goates from the 
Sheepe. They difcover'd this to 
be the immaculate Lambe that 
was to take away the ſinnes of the 
world. They diſclos'd this Lamb 
to be the greateſt Lyon of the 
Tribe of 1udah. Whom now they 
looke on in the Cratch, Saint 7+ 
ſhall hereafter behold on his 
Throne. Theſe men in whom 
there was no gulle as they could 
not deceive others, ſo they could 
fot inthis be deceiv'd. They nee. 
ded not ſuſpe& any fallacy, and 
therefore might ſafely relate this 
divine wonder to all they met. 
The 
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The fecond witneſſes of this Mi- 
acle are the Wiſe men. After 
God had laid openthe Treaſure 
ofhis divine ſecrets to Idiots, he 
hewes them alſo tothe wiſe. It 
kemes the Earth at this time was 
xcome the Booke of Gods grea. 
x Myſteries, and Heaven the 
dex. In this they finde the Star 
fthis King of the Tewes, which 
laving beene before the decla- 
x of his Nativity) they now 
nake their guide in their journey, 
The Starre performing this duty 
vits Creator, at length brings 
nem to Bethlem, where they view 
um in the Crateh, whoſe Nativi- 
y before they had found in the 
tleavens. To him they doe Ho- 
ge, tender adoration, and pay 
[bute, and opening their Trea- 

{ures, 
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ſures, make him an oblation of, 
Gold, Incenſe, and Mirrhe nh 
Whom before they had in vaingyw; 
ſought in the Heavens, they now 
finde on the earth, and in the meſt,ſi 
ſorded part ofit, a Stable, full ofþs 7 
ſeverall ſtinkes ; where he (tyyz 
whom none are worthy to be ſer-hylvy 
vants) had two dull Beaſts for hise/ » 
Companions. hide 
Ind7) 

Returne now you Sonnes of miſelhe 
dome to your owne home, by mulhurg 
7ore learned, by more than muthny 
more happy than when you ſet oudjnr', 
Heaven is now ſet open to you, whitlhu ſt 
before your unbeliefe kept ſhut agaiſſnue 
you. If you be Chaldeans or Pn HR, 
ftans, or both, ſpreade throuh 4 
thoſe Nations the fame of that whiMvinc 
you have ſeene. Publiſh in all plaitiſifty 
this the greateſt myſtery of &, ſeek; 


which 
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Alich God #5 onely able to produce, 
Klely facth can apprehend. Of all 
Mea ares 20 2241 oncly belongs the 
Wh of Reaſon, by thernde whereof he 
il.ſures tt! things. But doc not you 
ole ſo, deft you fail wot onely 7210 an 
tornarable, but a damnable errour. 
row you the inflynttion of Faith, 
Shed where exe you come with a holy 
hide, proclaime that God 1s manife. 
Ind i rhe fleſh, 1nft1fied 72 the Spirit, 
ſelrme by Avgels, reveal'd to Shep- 
Mturds, found out 4nd ador'd by you 
wihny ſelves, and hereafter to be af. 
udim'd, and to fit inglory farre above 
Mfitoſe ſtarres you daily read. Goe, and 
Ave out that there is nothing greater 
v1n Heaven, than what you have found 
wit Stable. Tet ere you depart, con- 
1Mvince the ſtiffe-necked Tewes of their 
ti ufry, but groſſe errour, in diligently 
1) eeking to know God in that part 
ih wherein 
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* The ITews when 
ever #t lighte- 
neth, ſet open 
their windowes : 
for they hold their 
Saviour >$ ſhall 
Core tun lighte- 
zing. On this 
reade Buxdorh- 
as. 


wherein he will lye hid, ap"v« 
in taking 0 otice of. hinj{*< 
that part wherein he wolf) 
be knowne : in tookine for the 
Saviour from © Heaven, wh > 
is already borne on earthf" 9 
Tet now I conſider their obfti'» 
macy better, 1 wiſh you i Y 
ſpare your here fruitleſſe adÞ#C 
wiſe : for the eares of thif' 
wicked generation 1s ſtopped. 
their hearts obdurate , an d 
they are &s fully reſolved wſfne! 
£oe 01 #n their wickedneſſe, «P01 
01 18 your Journey. Sd 
tre 1 
Having proved his Nfr(o1 
tivity by theſe holy Teſtz-Fio « 
tors, let us now enter ourſil ax 
ſelves, and view this pret-Fhe! 
ty one in his narrow lodg-{bin 
ing,lay our ſelves proſtrateÞepe 
before 
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fore him, worſhip him, and re- 


rate OUT ſelues with the lovely 


,;þj&t. And that our delight may 
the greater, letus firſt behold 
»n , and his ſweeteſt Mother a 
kt, and then both together. But 
fs here ſhur our the Phariſees, 
; hd barre them the fight of this 
ffavenly Infant, who urge the 
Am, and reje&t him the Author 
effi. Let us exclude the Arrians, 
wo deny his coequalitie with the 
' uſher, and the Sabellians who 
found the Trinitic , of which 
is diftin&tly one , and hold that 
fre is in it one Eflence,, and one 
z-fiſon : and the Samoſatenians, 
7-Fio derogate from his Nature, 
urſid avouch the Word (which tru- 
t-#he1s) to be no other thena va- 
p-[bing found. Nor let us onely 
teſkpe out theſe, but the whole 
G {warme 


| 
[ 
E 
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{warme alſo of Atheiſts , and He, 200 
reticks. Let the Philoſophers ra E 
ſtay without, who not ſo impious, 
yet more ignorant, cannot dive, 
che bottome of this Myſtery. Bufy, ., 
troall thoſe who are honour'd in, 
the aflumption and profeſſion of, 4, 
his glorious Name a tree acceſſeig, 4; 
granted, Enter then you little}; 

flock, you few whom his Father wh 
hath beſtowed on him , and ſeek, 
him , who when he gavethe Law, : 
appeared in Fire, now he offer], > 
Grace involy'd in Hay. Yer inthis, , 
dejected poſture, in this courſe}y}.. 
manner while he lay, he wanted}, .. 
not a whole Army of Angelicall,, 
ſpirits that declar'd his Birth t| d 


4 
( 


hou 


Men, and they who had beforhR 
chanted his praiſes as he fate in| 
Glory,now ſing his goodneſſe ly- n 
ing inthe Cratch. Though he have 

7 


— 


is hp; 


— 
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Jo, jjoomely roote over his head, 
00: Eaſt obſerves his approach. 
tough the poverty of his Hu- 
Mnitic obſcares his Deity , the 
b Warres in Heaven make it known. 
hold him who came humble to 
%e humble, for the humble, and 
"Athis hunulity is above all ſubli- 
ts ry. Reverently and intentively 
. Wk on him who deſcended from 

faven to Earth, who came to 
*Im, into you, who is borne in the 
"boht, borne in the midſt of Win- 
it, and borne (after the wretch- 
{e [humane condition) naked. and 
. one offer him aſſiſtance. Swad- 
"Jug clothes are wanting , ſome 
wees afe found out, a Cradle is 


x nifing, a Manger is at hand,  , 


S 
" 


( 


Here he cryes to you , and h = 
it pretty hands to Heaven, Aphich he 
cals 


144. The 'Femall Glory, or, 


© > —— 


cals to witneſſe that he can humkl 
himſelfe no lower. Can you view thi 
humble, this mercifull ſpectacle, auj* 
0k weepe your ſelues into marble ? 0 ſc 1 
ſpeedily put on ſackcloth! beſprinchle|f&5 
your ſelues with Aſhes, kneele down Pura 
zn the duſt and dung under the Man.(Ma\ 
ger where your Lord lyes , knock your Moti 
ſelues on the boſomes, fetch ſighs aud [ſand 
grones from the bottom of your hearts, (it. 

repay him the teares he lent you , and hat 

by your fad geſture and deportmen [ſue 


demonſtrate how much you are bound \norc 


TER) w\ 


to him who ſuffered for you even in hi ie f 
Birth. lite 
bye 


Having ſcene the Sonne, now five 
ſtedfaſtly place your eyes up [he 
the Mother. Behold the unpollu- ſme 
Ted Mayd(a great part ofthe won- 
der) ſitting neare the Manger, be- [er 
ing voyd of all luſt, chaſtin _— oY, 

| 2nd 


| 
f 

| . 

g\ 

\4 2 

F # 4 
| 

If 
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118d Body , who doth now con- 

{ſe that of which ſhe is not capa- 
vj|þe without a miracle, to wit, that 
o[/ix is a Mother, and with fixed 
1ycs exprefiing now joy, now ad- 
1\niration, ſees her ſelte weddedro 
Raven. She beholds her ſelfe a 
ir [Mother deliver'd of her Parent, a 
d|kndmaid of her King , and Ma- 
5, [kr. She ro her aſtoniſhment finds 
4 Jat ſhe hath brought forth an 
# [ſhe more mighty then David, 
4 Inore ancient then Adam. And now 
# Ihe feeles the tender, and ardent 
Ife&tion of a Mother, but the old 
bve ſhe hath borne her virginity 
ſaves it an allay.Here the Mother, 
&© Midwife, and the Nurſe are 
ne and the ſame , leſt any thing 
e pure ſhould handle him then 
cr who brought him forth. And 
c [ow ſhe nurſeth this Heavenly 1n- 
{ [. fant 


DElilh PRETTY + 


14.6 


; fant with her pure milke ,\which 
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flows from no morrtall luſt , by 
from the. Celeſtiall Grace. He 
breaſts white as their owne milke 
prefſed by her delicate fingers, as 
white as either, he ſottly pats, and 
playes with. Sometimes he re. 
paires to them for ſport, ſome- 
times for neceſlity, and he who |; 
feeds all things elſe draws thence 
his nouriſhment. He caſteth up 
now one eye, now the other, and 
with a pleaſing looke gives her 1 
ſweet ſmil=, not unhke to tha 
which Zephirzs imprints on the 
cheeke of the Roſe. She returnes 
him another, and her infinite. but}. 
chaſte, aftection ſhe divides be }; 
tweene her Sonne, aid her virgt| 
nity. And now herextafie being a] 
little over, ſhe cals to minde thatj 
the hath often read her owne ſtory 

tore: 


re-told by the Prophets, That a 
irgin ſhould bring forth a Sonne., 


Fly, O fly farre henze you Monſters 
(mpomen, who carry leprous ſoules in 
dluted bod;es, and have not one wer- 


uw vices. Depart hence you who are 
mes to Luſt, whoſe fetters you have 
we {o lone, that they have made a 
e impreſs;01 in your mindes. Tou 
have ſpent your time in the 
wh after alluring dreſſes, and in 
pnron dalliance Tall have m0 en- 
mee herc. You who have received 
th del;2ht one warme Ma ſculine 
ſe, ſhall here be excluced,. Nay you 
i have had onely one unchaſte 
reht, ſhall not here be admitted, 
[tout being prepared by a cleanſing 
ty Repentance.This 1s the lodging 
Purity , into which nothing muſt 

L 2 £97 


wi reſcue you from the Legion of 
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- — — pet _- one ton 
T. TL —_ a BE, — ,. . —- SIE ” - 

% 


come that is uncleane. But you whiſe\nſer 
chaſte eyes have never ſent out luf-\rwe 
ull beames , _ 2600 6 721 Mink 
whoſe Boſomes have beene of proofe(ſedls 
_— < fierce aſſaults and py dh 
ries of Temptation , you are ſo farreſww 
from being forbidden to come here yn, 
that you are earneſt ly invited hither hut by 
You who have lived ſpirituall Ama. pſec 
riſts, whoſe ſpirits have triumphelh 
over the Fleſh, on whoſe Cheeks Sali. 
tude, Prayers , Faſts , and Auſteriy[lit 
have left an amiable pale : Toy whit! 
ply your ſacred ache 7” TE: 
have thoughts cold, and cleare as th on 
Chriſtall beads you pray by:Tou wh t! 
have vow d virginity mentall , ay a 
corporall, you ſhall not onely have in-Pave 
greſſe here, but welcome. Approullf gi 
with Comfort, and kneele downe bt h 
fore the Grand white Immaculattſeve 
Abbeſſe of your ſwowy Nunneries,ampra 


preſe 


| 
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ſepſent the all-ſaving Babe in her 
þ- Irmes with due veneration. Never 
n fine more of the Fecunditie of 
feffedlocke, ſince you ſee here that 
od himſelfe is the fruit of Vireinity. 
reſwmho have tyed your ſelves in ho- 
eh mas, from which you wiſh never 
rt by death to be freed, who have 
w Ine rather lawfully to yeeld to the 
edellious deſires of the fleſh, than un- 
þ.yufully to ſubdue them + you who in 
Wielity and ſimplicity of life have 
hpictly imitated Chriſt and hw 
uſe : you whoſe Fertility us bleſſed, 
MF onely in preſerving and propaga- 
Mp the humane Race,but in augmen- 
fy alſo the number of the Sa;nts in 
aver, t0 you 4 free and open acceſſe 
om grven. Ton widdowed Turtles, 
1 have loſt your Mates, and either 
turve vowed never to match a997e, 
| pray'd to Gad that when yore abe, it 
| & 2 may 


ed 


mm, | 


The Femall Glory, or, 
may be to his glory; you alſo ſhl 
have admittance. Virgins, Wines, 
and Widdowes, ioyne hands, ayden. 
circle this the moſt perfect paire tha 
ever graced the earth : Behold to yur 
aſtomſhment, and alſo to your —_ 
tion a milde and gentle Maiat, in 
whom neither Childe-birth defaceth 
Virginity oor Viremity frutfulneſe, 
Feed your eyes with the ;:ghtof her 
whoſe mindec i a Paradice without 4 
Serpent, on whoſe lookes, words, and 
attions, Moatſty is adiligent atten- 
der. Andnow in Peace doe you depa 
too. but take this charitable Admoni. 
tion along w.th you, that (inemuli-] 
tion of this your deareſt Miſtreſſe) |— 
you lay up all her graces and perfetis | 
035 18 your hfaris, and withall _ 
anally meditate her patience, which 
contented it ſclfe with bad lodging, 
and worſe accommodation, the ſal 


—— 


re. 
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bal werbrance whereof hath made me 
ver, er ſince I read this paſſage, not to 
en.þ very ſolicitoms where, or how I 
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of Moles were accom -115hed they 
brought him fp Fe ruſalem wm | 
preſent hum to the Lord = | 


Mtg 


» 


E| Having waited on her in her De- 

Inery, we will now attend her to 
[her Purification. This day (the 
Itelebration whereof is inſtituted 
- by the Church) is called Cazdle- 
eas much as to ſay, the Day of 
Lehts, on which (while Maſle 
| - ſinging) very many Tapours 
q [were burning inthe Church. The 
f[Luſtration of houſes was yearely 
fuall with the Romans inthe mo- 
math of February, from whence 
Iithis cuſtome in the Church is de- 
| {nved. 72nocentius thus propounds 
ſand ſolves the Queſtion. What zs 
|\the reaſon, ſaith he, that on1his Holy 
p47 we uſe ſo many Lights in the 

Church ? The cauſe of this inſlitutio;? 
Nl is two-fold. The firſt s,that a Heathe- 
| niſh cuſtorme may be converted into 4 
| Chriſtian Right or Ordinance, and 
that 
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that which was performed by ſuperfti. 
tious Idulaters in honour of Ceres 
and Prolerpina, may be turnedintg 
the praiſe and glory of the Virgin 
Mary. The ſecond ts, that they why 
by Grace are purified, by this Cerems. 
ny may be admoniſhed to imitate 
thoſe prudent Virgins, who (a the 
Evangelicall Parable teſtifieth) came 
zot without their Tapours lightedto 
the Nuptials of Chriſt their Spouſe. 
This day the Church uſed to 
pray, that as the viſible Lights 
chaſed away the darkenefſle of the 


night : ſo the hearts of the Faith- |]! 
full might be illuminated by the | 
Inviſtble flames of the holy Spirit, |! 


&(being cured of their blindneſle 


brought upon them by vice)might | 


with pure and cleare eyes diſcerne 
thoſe things which are pleaſing to 
God, and neceſſary to their ſalva- 
| tion; 
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ion; and having paſs'd through 
he ſad, darke, and diſmall acci- 
tents of this world, might at 
|ngth arrive at Heaven, where 
hey ſhall behold, and enjoy a 
Light everlaſting. This day is not 
oncly made Holy by the Purifica- 
ton ofthe Mother, but by the ob- 
ktion alſo and preſentation of the 
fonne, of whom, as of the more 
rorthy, we mult firſt diſcourſe. 


—— 


It was truely a great abaſing of 
the Sonne of God (for which by 
the Prophets he was ſtyled a Ser- 
vant) who being not a debtor to 
' the Law, but the Lord of it, and 
the onely Firſt-borne free from 
{ line, yet endured and under- 
| went with other Children, botiz 
| the Iewiſh Circumciſion and ob- 
lation, and at once publikely hv- 

nour d 


1156 


The Femall Glory,or, 


| 


nour'd his Fathers houſc, and (to f 


uſe the Prophets phraſe) fill'd ir 


with glory. There offer'd by the | 


Virgin hands of his Mother, he 
was to his Father a moſt pleating 
oblation, being the end of the 
Law.,and all the antient Sacrifices, 
Neither was the longing of Sime- 
on and Anna onely ſatisfied with 
his aſpect, but the ardent wiſhes 
alſo of many others, in whoſe 
mindes the old ſparke of Faith 
now burſt out into new and bright 


flames, which did not onely illu- | 
minate their owne, but other Bo- 


{omesalſo. Not a few, queſtion- 


kefle, at Hieruſalem, markt this day | 
with a white ſtone, and did cele- | 
brate it with joy and thankeſgt | 


ving,in that the Light foretold by 
Eſay then aroſe, and comforted 
all thoſe to whom the ſhine and 

warmth 
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rarmth of ir extended. Iſrael had 
xver ſeene her Meffias, till then 
when ſhe had free leave to kiſle, 


lembrace, and dandle him in her 


Armes, and therefore her joy 
muſt of neceflity be more than or- 
dnary. Yet ſome of her inhabi- 
ants. were deafte, and could not 
heare the Prophets proclaime his 
comming; others were blinde, 
nd could not diſcerne him being 
come, nor were ſ{cnſible atall of 
the Honour they received in the 
venerable preſence of him,and his 


[incomparable Mother. 


————— 


 Inow.come to our ſweeteſt La- 
dy, the time of whoſe Lying in 
being expired, ſhe ſers forward to 


| the Temple. I have read ſome 


who poetically ſet downe her 
going thither, and compare her to 
Auro- 


® 
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Aurora, whom the Poets deſcribe [vas 
i fitting in a golden Chariot drawn 
(4 by a Pegaſizs, her yellow haire 
| {pred over her milky ſhoulders, Þ 
with a Torchin her hand etlight- 
ning this interiour world. For my | 
owne part (though of all humane 

ſtudies I am moſt taken with Poe- I 
of ſy) yet both by Nature and Grace Þ\ 
] abhorre to write of things divine 
inthe ſtile of the ſtage. But this Þ 


4 Religion and modeſty will licenſe 
p me to averre, That when ſhe wen: 
j to be Purified,the was in all things 
ph the very figure and reſemblance 
g of Sandtity it ſelfe. No doubt but 


ſhe was accompanied with a Bea- 
Y vy of Shee-Sainrs, of which ſhe 
1 wasthe Chorus. Neither was 70- 
eph abſent, who as before he had 
; beene a guardiant of her, and her 
4 Infant in her Delivery when he 
was 


=_ 
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j2S nOt capable - of the Miracle; 
bnow he 15 altogether incapable 


fhis owne Felicity in attending 


his faireſt Mate, and deareſt Ma- 


kr. to the holy Temple. And 
z3ho doubrs but this blefled one 
oy'd more in this Tourney than 
jſeph or any other. Saint Tchr and 
\unt Luke teſtifie that it was a re- 


[ous cuftome amongſt the very 
[rathen from remote places to 


ome. to Hzeryſalem, and in the 
ſemple thereof to performe their 
evotions. Doe you thinke this 


-——- 


ous Maide can be out-ſtrip- 


xd in the performance of a holy 
wty by the Gentiles? Can you 
_— ſhe could negle& and 
lole the occaſion of *ime and 


lace offered her, to commend to 
ier Maker in her beſt words the 
'owes and prayers of her prepa- 

| red 
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red heart 2 She came tO Hieruſa|, 
lem (tor certainly ſhe dwelt not mho 
there) with farre greater ſpecd|e1e 
and joy, queſtionleſle, than to her UW 
Couſins houſe, this being a bul-, 
nefſe that much more concern'd|,., 
her, inthat ſhe was by more and WS 
ſtronger tyes bound to ſerve God 4, 
than El;zabeth. And hereby the|g,,, 
Her .,, Way we muſt not omit her Humt- |. 
Humih- lity and Charity. OF the firſt}, 
i whereof we have acleere demon- ſy, 
ſtration in this, That whar other. , 
women did out of feare of thx |,q,, 
Law, ſhe was perſwaded by 2g 
perte& faith, and an humble 4, 
obcdience to -performe. For tht 'qyg 
her Purification was neceflary, | | 
beleeve no. man will affirme, ut- {ng 
lefle in this ſenſe, That the RUtES ſhiq 
and Ceremonies impoſed onthe [he 
purited by 'Moſes, were with [hrg 
decency 


The life of the Virgin MARY. 
kecency to be obſerved by her 
rho had borne him that came to 


fulfill, not ro deſtroy the Law. 
the could not be maculated in. 


conceiving, becauſe ſhe knew no 
man, nor in beating, by reaſonit 
was without a man. Why ſhould 


Ihe be ſolicitous to redeeme her 


fonne, who was himielte the Re- 
temer of the world? This was 
iluredly an act produced by her 
fumlity, as was allo her refuſing 
the company ot the rich, and her 
ſlociating the poore and needy, 


[hough moſt impure, and abject. 


And ſhe her fſclte was ſo penuri- 


'0us, that ſhe had noc wherewith- 


l- | 


inake oblation. Whereas the Rich 


iide and hourd up their wealth, 
he drawes forth the * Treaſure 
drought her by the Wile men, 
M and 
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Her 
charity. 
* This 15 
the ob 


Ul ro buy a Lambe, whereof to /ervarse 


On of 


Dainmi- 
anus, 
maſcen, 
OM many 


mFIre, 
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and with alacrity diſtribures it a- 
moneſt thoſe whoſe wants requ- 
red it: yet was part of the preſent 
gold, which upon charitable uſes 
ſurely was conſumed ; for her 
Frugality and Temperancy wer 
ſuch, rhat in ſo ſhort a time ſhe 
could not poſſibly have ſpentth: 
value of it. But theſe perfetions 
are not to be wondred at inher, 
who being a Doctreſle, ſcorm'd 
not to be a Diſciple, and ſtrongly 
to endeavour the attaining event?! 
thoſe vertues which by Natur 
were innate, and by Grace engrit | 


4 


! 


ted in her. Raviſht in ſoule with 
theſc her Excellencics, me thinks 

I ſee her Majcſtically pacing on 

the Temple, and heare her thi] 
ſpcake to thoſe who accompanied 
and met her onthe way. 

My 


%" 
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My deare friewds, Siſters, and fel- 
low ſervants, I have ever deſir d and 
endeavour d (as neare as Humane 
frailtie will give me leave) 10 imitate 
my ſweeteſt Sonne, whoſe profound 
Humility and perfeet obedience can 
never (ufficiently be extolled. Full 
well he knew Humility to make the 


1, | firſt ſtep toeternall life; Obedience the 
ſecond; the former of which to teach 


all men he deſcended from Heaven, 
the latter to demonſtrate, he became 
obedient to his Father, even to the 


ſuffering of the curſed death of the 


Croſſe. Would you ſee me a Proficient 
in both theſe ſupernaturall vertues * 
Behold me who am unpolluted, (as 
not having conceived by humane 
meanes) going like one vitious, and 
impure to be purified. I who am free 
from the obſervation of the Moſaicall 

M 2 Lawes 


_p—_ ee nn os, Ae ens 


- 


I64 


_—_ 
——_—_ —_— 


Glory, or, 


Thc Fem ill 


Lawcs aud Ceremonies, have ſubje- 
ed y / Ulfe tothem. 1 who am vozd 
of all w:lfull finne, will, ugly goe a- 
moneſt other ſ;nfull and niicleane wo- 
en, that I may beto ail an Example 
of Charity and Humil.ty, to none a 
preſident of 1wne. I thonght 't 20t e- 
noneh that my fruttfull V,rgmity had 

roduced Salvation to the world, us. 
leſſe by Example alſo I taught how 
this Grace (applicable t9 all, applied 
but to a few) by you alſo 1n.ght be oþ- 


ta ned, This is my way t6 the attaine- 


ment of celeſtiall glory, and let it be 
yours to purchaſe your ſelwes eternal 
ſalvation. Doe ths, live thus, that 
you may ſhine holy Tapers in Gods 
2. litam Chrych, and glorious Stars 
in hs Triumphant . 


She with her devour traine be- 
11g Come uo the Temple offer'd 
her 


» 
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her gift to the Prieſt, and received 
a propheticke Benediction from 
Symeon. Whether this o:d wat 
werea Prieſt, or a Layman, I will 
not here diſpute; certainly he was 
a man bleſſed above all the Patri- 
achs and Prophets, in that he ſaw 
God face to face, and may be {ty- 


| cd the moſt profound of all Di- 
vines, who (being the laſt juſt man 
| of the Law, the ark of = i 1 


tew by Religion, in Thankd: giving 


| a Chriſtian ) comprehended lo 


many Myſteries in {o few words. 


| This holy Man (the Scribes ad 


Phariſces dreaming on '.o fuh 
mattuc) hid long tince ſecne his 
Saviour comming , waom h- no 
ſooner ſaw born. i2to the Tem- 
ple by his mother (who then re- 
{embled Modeſty fuyporting ſin- 
Rity) but he ſnarchr this pre-tic 

M3 Du bs 


Timoth. 
Presd. 
1cro- 
ſol. 1n 
orar, de 
Prophe- 
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Babe out of her Armes into his Fr 
owne, and not able to containe his Cn 
joy, in a divine Rapture Swanne. wa 
like (his death being then at hand) 
ſung this his ſweeteſt Ditty. Lord 
zow letteft thou thy Servant departin Fry 
Peace : for mine eyes have ſcene thy |. , 
Salvation, which thou haſt prepared PE 
before the face of all Nations, a Light | 
to lighten the Gentiles, and to the gls- © 
ry of thy people Iſrael. And hebleſ- " 4 
ſed them, and ſaid anto Mary hi | "Ws 
mother.,Behold this Childe is appoint- | " 
ed for the fall and riſing againe of | » 
many inTſracl, and for a figne which 
ſhall be ſpoken againſt, yea andu i 
ſword ſhall paſſe through thy Soule, | on 
that the thoughts of many hearts may fo 
be opened. And Anna a Propheteſſe | | 

confeſſed the ſame to all thoſe who 

looked for the Redemption of Iſrael. 

Zuke 2. If the viewing and embracing of 
Chriſt | 


| 


Ire; 


not 
pov 


Ce 
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the delight, the Comfort, the hap- 
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Chriſt ſo dilated the ſpirits of the 
dd mans heart, and made him fo 
knfible of this his grear felicitie, 
that he would expect here no 
Texter, but deſired rather a diſlo- 
ution then the fruition of any 
thing elſe on earth, What may we 
udge her content to be, who con- 
&v'd, bore, brought forth , and 


{ought him up? Whoſe affeQio- 


ute looks,kifl<s, and embraces he 
lad by day,the two later of which 
he night it ſelfe could not barre 
im of, Her greateſt detracters 
urely cannot imagine her ſo ſtu- 
pid as not to be apprehenſive of 


pineſfſe, the honour his preſence 


[did impart , nor fo unthankfull as 


not to acknowledge, and to her 
power exprefſe her gratitude. 


| Certainly her ſoule was 1n a hea- 


| 


M 4 verily 
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venly Trance when ſhe contem- 
plated the grace and felicity ſhe 


had in Gods owne houſe, and be. | 


fore an Aſſembly of his elected 
people to acknowledge hergrati- 
rude for the ineſtimable benehis 
he had vouchſated her, but eſpeci- 
ally for this, that in his glorious 
eyes ſhe ſeem'd worthy (thongh 
in her ſelfe undeſerving) in her 
owne name.and that of his choſen 


to preſent him with ſuch a acti. | 


fice,ſuch a gitt as exceedingly ſur- 
paſſed in excellency, all Hoſts, 


Sacrifices, and Sacraments what- | 


ſoever, being indeed, their onely 


ſcope and end. Anna the Mother 


— 


of Samuel is praiſed for her dili pre 


gence in Prayer, the fruit where- 

of ſhe reaped in her diſpair'd of 
- lp 

Fertility. And of our admired 


Virgin, we reade that ſhe careful-| 


ly 


l 
1 


| 


% 
NT IG e——— —_ 
- 


br: 


, 


[ 


— — 


} frequented the Temple, of 
jhich (being wiſe) ſhe knew the 
lnfticution, and (being pious) the 
uſtome, which ſhe moſt religi- 
ouſly obſerved. Wherefore this 
lay of her Purification, and at all 
times elſe, without all peradven- 
ure, ſhe much excelled Anza, and 
ker whole ſexe in the fervency of 
ter Orifons, in the ardency other. 
[bye, in purity, and ſublimity of 


!/ninde. in holinefle of life, and di- 


rine contemplation. We may 


boldly conclude that ſhe pour'd 


out her prayers here in gre:ter a- 
bundance than ſhe did in1 Zacharies 
houſe, where the conld nut ſup- 
preſſe the flame of her zcale from 
breaking ovt into the praiſe of 
God her Saviour, 11 whom ſhe 


rejoyced. To this effect, happily, 


here ſhe pray'd. 


O 


» 
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C—— 


0 eternall and gracious God! 1 un 4 
below other women in merit, but «|, 
bove them all indebted to thy ſupremi|, h 
Maieſty, for making me the Tabe. or 
wacle of thy onely Sonne, the Templ, fe 
of thy Spirit, and for this ſpeciall hy. £28 
our done mee in the Temple of thy | , 
Service, the congreeation _ £94 
makes me the onely point wherein the |, 1 
lines of their affection, and admina- ; 
tion doe meete. If women be reſpeited FI 
for their fertillity, needs muſt Tein hy. 1 

cat eſteeme with all men, who (hy 
thy eternall Predeſtination, and fa Ti 
therly providence) have brought |, 
forth thy onely Sonne, their Redet- \,, ; 
mer. With 4 bowed heart, and ben- |, 
ded knees 1 acknowledge that this fobe 
haſt faithfully and mercifully fulfilled \;,; 


all thoſe thy favourable promiſes 


hirſ 


made me by thy Aneell Gabriel, my Teſt, 


E onſin is 


= 2 
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(»fis Elizabeth, and thy holy Pro- 
© hits. Thou who can ft neither de- 
© hve, nor be deceived, haſt made me 
"ie verine of thy Spirit operating) 
7 other my wvirginall integrity ſtill 
Me ferved. That long long'd for E- 
* hanuel, (than whom nothing grea- 
y , or better could be given by thee, 
4 uken my me) I have at length pro- 
li dro ſave all thoſe that beleeve in 
: m. This magnificent immenſe, in- 
4 wauſtible, unvaluable Treaſure , 
" tis beloved Sonne of thine in whom 
) i art well pleaſed; This Saint of 
” [uints, by whors all things in Hea- 
" ſtand Earth, arere-eſtabliſht, thus 
" lwieur of the world I here preſent to 
" tee, as a gift moſt acceptable in thy 
' llokt. He whom all Nations, and the 
' Fathers themſelves have ſo much 
[irfledto ſee: The Angell of the new 
|Weſkament, the ſeed of Abraham, 
| | the 


| 


[> 
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the ſonneof David, the K ing of 
rac), in whom all generations wr 
bleſſed, the Lord of the Temple j; 
h:re come to illuſtrate his owne houſe 
O mercifull _— en the eyes offen 
the dimme ſiehted I if achites, "_ hc 
they may ſee the glorious Light that po 
row ſhines on them, and not onely ach 
knowledge, but worſhip their Meſſias, ſit 
and andoace him in their hearts, aid » 
I doe in mine Armes. Neither le the by 1 
Rayes of this new borne ſtarre refed 
_ oa them, but on. all thoſe alſ he 
who [it in darkeneſſe, and the ſhadmſm 
of cath, chat to them it may reſturt pa) 
life and luftre. $9 ſhall they acknom-Ye 
ledec thee, and him whom thou hil er 
ſent, CuRIsrl]st BS * 431k it 
made ſpirituall dwellrngs for thee i 
reſide in, there to rece:we du? thats 
and praiſe for ever and ever. 
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jetweene her Purification, and 
10n of her Sonne,ſhe is not of- 
mentioned in holy Writ, but 
aſhe is, it is ſtill ro her praiſe 
honour: As when ner Care for 
roor made her petition Chriſt xzer 
Wine to revive, and refreſh charity. 
þ drooping, fiinting Spirits; | 
{ whcn ſhe ſaid to him, i1 hy 
eyou 15'd us thus © your Father 

I have beene to ſeeke you. 
hence 3] women may 3c irne 
milicy, morthcrly Care,ar.d con- 
all Faith. She who was without 
m-femiſh,as being Gods owne Mo- 
hu ter, whoſe chaſte boſome no car- 
{tl thought had ever centred, who 
 Whokr on #11 men witu the ſame in- 
Rixency & ſimplicity with which 
ce beheld Statues,deigned to call 


poor ruſtical iabouring manHuſ- 
band, 
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Her me- band, from whoſe deare cony 
therly ny, no flight, terrour, travaile, njuo 
care, t9- painces could ſeparate her, Bb 
= what the Scripture omitteth, nuſTh 
7 beſupplicdby our charitableingof 
Faich @gination, which cannot but coqior 
and obe- CCive all thoſe her Actions bur; 
dience, 1n filence, to have beene of tidy 
{ame pure 'thred with the reſtq the 
her lite, The truth of whichyol 
finde confirm'd in her perl 
rance in goodnefle, even to 
{onnes end, and her ow nc. 


At his death wee reade ſhe wap da 

m_ G att ſent, and there ſtood ({; ON 7 to! 
at her gelift) by the Croſſe of Chriſt his 1 Le 
Sounes ther and her Siſter Mary Cleopid ſte 
death. aud Mary Magdalen. Whenthi fo 
fore Teſas ſaw his Mother, and hisM th 

loved Diſciple fauding by, he ſaid M 

his Mother, Woman, behold thy | m 

4 
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Imp und he ſaid to hs Diſciple, Behold thy 
6 nqMor her, and from that time he tooke 

ker for his. His pardoning of the 
mThicte is nota greater argument 
imJof his Mercy, than bis taking care 
cagfor his Mother was of his Picty. 
urig He gives Temperancy the cuſto- 
dj of Chaſtity, and commends 
ſqucſc ro cach other who were re- 
hy lved to live and dye Virgins. 
ſeg Saint Bernard ſaycs theſe words 
of Chriſt to his Mother, included 
much bitternefle, tor they put her 
!n minde that ſhe was to make a 
-#4 dammageable exchange of Chriſt 
val for 70h. of the Servant for his 
M4 Lord, of the Diſciple for his Ma- 
pid ſter, ofthe Sonne of God, forthe 
hy ſonne of Zebedaws. And this was 
5M the reaſon (if we give belicfe te 
vi} Martuan) that he called her Wo- 
SM man, not Mother, leſt the very 
4 ſound 
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ſound of that deare word ſhould 
make her more ſenſible of his ap 
proaching loſle, and force her into 
an immoderate griete. But ſorrow 
was no Noveltie to her for that 
ſaying of Chriſt, 12 this world, yu 
ſhall have affliction, was in her ve- 
rified, whoſe life contained more 
muſeries then minuts, which ſhe 
patiently underwent , knowing 
that the more diſtreſſed ſhe was 
here, the more bleſſed ſhe ſhould 
be hereafter. And ifwe ſhall adde 
the light of Reaſon ro the Evange- 
licall Truth, we ſhall ſoone per- 
ccive that a fatall ſadneſſe haunted 
her from the birth of her onely 
Sonne to his buriall. When ſhe 


was great with him, and readie to | 
lye downe, the inhumanity of the | 


Bethlemites ws ſuch, that they 
confined her. and the Lord of all 
things 


Fd 
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things to a Stable, and would not 
ſupply her with as much as Lin- 
nen, a Mantle, and other neceſla- 
res wherewithall ſhe might de- 
fend her ſelfe, and her ſweet Babe 
trom the moyſture of the night, 
the ſharpeneſle ofthe winter, and 
other intollerable inconveniences. 
When her Childe was eight daies 
old, ſhe ſaw him looſe bloud in 
his Circumciſion, which her divi- 
ming ſoule miſgave her to be a 
Type of the deare remainder he 
. [vas to ſhed. Then againe her 
ninde was infinitely vexed for 
the butchery of thoſe guiltleſſe 
Children which were murthered 
for the ſake of her owne innocent 
Infant; of the ſorrow and miſe-' 
neof whoſe Mothers, her tender 
y [compaſſonating heart was a moſt 
<mpetent Iudge. From this 

N bloudy 
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that thoſe who 

e from danger, 
alter wes by 
»ight, and there- 
fore tt «5 likely our 
bleſſed Lady did 
ſo, 
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bloudy Maſlacre to fave 
her Saviour, ſhe was cen- 
ſtrained ( without takin; 
leave of her friends,ordif- | 
poſing of what was hers) 
to take her flight with him, 
& through danger, * dark- 
neſle, and horrour, tg 
make her way into Agypr. 
When he was twelve 
yecres old, the loſt him, 
an Accident more pri- 
vous than any of the for. 
mer; for heretofore he: 


ſtudy had been to preſence |, 


what ſhe had, now her carc 


was to finde what ſhe ha] 


not. What an Agony het 
ſoule ſuffer'd at the lame 
table tydings ofthe behes- 
ding of her Sonnes Fore- 


ruaner, I leave to the con- 
fidera- 


fs 
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ideration of all thankefull ſoules; 
for ſhe could not withour being 


[tayned with ingratitude, bur 


mourne for his abſence and vio- 
lent departure out of the world, 
who had received ſo much joy at 
her preſence betore he came into 
t, But above all theſe, the une- 
quall'd Treacherie of I#das, who 
dliver'd this Lambe of God, as a 
rey to theſe Wolves; the infide- 


[ity of his other Diſciples, the 


nalignity of his Iudges, the cru- 
dy of his Executioners conſpir'd 
tomake her miſerable. Noris it 
unlikely that ſhe bewailed the in- 
rratitude, the obſtinacy and im- 
picty of her Nation, who revil'd 
him that bleſſed them, and tor- 
tur'd him who came to fave them. 
With what amazement and ſad. 
nefle was her heart ſurpriſed think 
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ye, when the newes came of her 
Sonnes being apprehended ? But 
when ſhe ſaw him forſaken by his 


friends, bound by his enemies,ac- |ſpt 


cuſed before the high Prieſts, de. 
rided by Herod, deſpis'd by the 
people; ſcourg'd, and tortur'dby 
the command of Pilate, his body 
trembling, torne, and pierced, be- 

ſmear'd with his owne bloud, and | 
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| 


me! 
the 
w 


hung between two Theeves; then, | 
and never till then did the Sword | 
foretold by Simeon, paſle through * 
her Soule. Luther ſaies this Pro- 
phecy of $/#zcon was ſpoken to 
her, not to Zoſeph; for on her alone 


wr 


T 
Gl 


the whole weight of ſorrow wa | 
to be laid. True it is that many dit- 


feraboutthe interpretation ofthis | 
Sword. To cleare all doubts, we |Gri 
muſt take notice that the holy [tie 
Scriptures mention foure ſorts of | 01 


Swords. The | 


PE 
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ut | Thefirſt is a Corporall, er ma- 
us |rriall (word, and of this Chriſt 
c- |{peakes to Peter, All that uſe the 
lc- |imord, ſhall periſh with the Sword. 


y | The ſecond is a fpirituall 
dy |[word,of which Saint Paul makes 
& |nention, when he ſaics., Recerve 
id |the ſword of the Spirit, which # the 
n, 'wrd of God. 

WH - - 

1 ' The third is a Sword of Scan- 
o- |all or Ambiguity, with which 
o |the Apoſtles themſelves were 
ie [trucken, when they forlooke 
x |their Maſter. 


6] The fourth is the Sword of 
re |Gricfe or Tribulation. With this 
y [the Prophet David averres the P/al.33. 
f|Soule of 7oſeph to have beene f/- 105. 
c| N 3 pierc'd 9% 37. 


* PR ta ——————_— 
CO em 
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jerc'd when, his death was plot. {a 
ted firſt by his trecherous Bro- [jw 
thers, next by his incontinen |» 
Miſtrefle. [pro 


That this Sword whereof Sine. i 
0 Prophecied, could be no mate. |;h 
riall one, is evident, in that we [wh 
read not of any violent death ſhe |ts 
ſuffered. That it could not bethe {#44 
{word of the Spirit, is manifeſt; |ig: 
for the word of God was her dai. | td 
ly delitious food atthe ſametime [be 

. when Sen made this Prophe- |al 
Cy. Origen indeed will have itto [tut 
be the | nt of Ambiguity or In wh, 
fidelity: which erroneous opiniar| fi: 
of his, 1s refuted by many orex| rl: 
Fathers of the antient Church,|? 

Doh and by Franciſcus Lumbertns, me 

oh =; accute Proteſtant Doctor of the# 

rang. moderne in theſe words. This! 

Lucz ſaci 


Lap. 2. | 


Pd 
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ot-| {nth he, who will have this to be the 
10- | [word of Infidelity , ave wot to be hear- 
ent [heme ro; for (beſides that they car 
wodn ce 0 proofe of this their opinion) 
it & contradittory to the Text, moſt 
Ye aſh and moſt untrue. How can it be 
te. [that the ſword of Tnfidelity ſhould pe- 
we [ntrate the breft of Gods ſacred Mo- _ 
ſhe |ther, ito which, infidelity never. 7 
he |#4&e the leaſt impreſsiont From the 
ſt; |neinning, her Faith was moſt firme 
ai. | td intire, Let therefore thoſe Blaſ- 
me {phewnies ayel wicked ſlanders of car- 
ie- |aull 9nen be put t0 falence. I will attri- 
to [ute nothing t0 the bleſſed Virgin, but 
In |vhat I reade in the holy Writ, where 
0n| ſhe is pronounced bleſſed, becauſe ſhee 
ex bleed, We have many teſtimonies 
-þ,| of her Faith, but of her Infidelity nt 
an meword & extant in the ſacred Scrip- 
hetwres. Yet this prophane aſſertion 
1s not a whit ſtrange, or to be 
th} N 4 mar. 


| 


, 


1 
; 
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Her paſſive For- 
titude, and P ats- 
enceat the Death 
of her Sonnse. 
Melan.in cap.27. 
Matth, 


__—_— 


marvelled at in origey, i 
who held that Chriſt dyed td, 
for the Angels, and the of 
Starres, and whoſe ſoule !ma 
was, indeed, no other thay to! 
a Mynt of Herefies. Me. |hc! 
lan&on aftirmes, that her | 
ſorrow was much afſwa- !fc 
ged by her Faith, which | 
aſlured her of his Reſurre- |fhe 
tion. She knew ſhe had {co 
borne the Mefſias, whoſe to1 
bloud was to 'wafh away ||tri 
the ſinnes of the world, ful 
Wherefore ſhe might well | wi 
beamaz'd, diſtruitfull ſhe | dl 
could not be at all. The! off 
holy Spirit certified her! ne 
this was not a deſtroying ſur 
death, but a triumphing.| th 
Her Faith, the oftner it} ſtc 


was tzyed in the furnace ry | ce 
a a | 


- 


5 
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'n, n, \ffiction, the brighter ſtill it ſhew- 
of &d. She ſtood with the affection 
he ofa Mother, the paſſion ofa wo- 
ile |man, but with rhe conſtancy and 
an |fortitude of a man, in beholdin 

{e. jher owne bloud ſpilt, her owne 
er [ſſh rent, and mangled betore her 
a- 'hce. With an unſhaken conh- 
ch |dence, and a true internall valour, 
e- |ſhe beheld his body naked, and 
ad ſcourg'd,his hands and feet nailed 
ſ tothe Croſſe: yet ſometimes the 
y | ſtrings of her relenting, mourne- 
d. full heart were ready | to cracke 
ll /with the very thought of his cru- 
he |&ll tortures and afflictions; but as 
ne | often againe they were ſtrengthe- 
er| ned and comforted with a full af: 
ng, ſurance that he ſhould overcome 
o.| them all, and death it ſelfe. She 
it| ood here (her Sonne onely ex- 


of cepted) the prime patterne of a 
f- ſollid 
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ſollid Faith,and conſtant gal 
to all poſteritic, in that neither the(Cen 
feare of Tribulation, of perſecuti- jy tl 
on, of the wracke, of the ſcourge, luch 
or death it ſelfe could divide ni t 


from her Chriſt. She committed fer 
not that errour moſt incident to lkcu 
women, many of which gentle he: 
ſexe periſh in the nudſt of their or 
Lamentations, and will neither !&d 
admit of Counſel], nor Comfort. til 
Shedid not teare her haire, ſcratch tl 
her face, batter her boſome, ſecke {fer 
ro ſtifle her ſelfe, or gave any 0- Co 
ther deſperate ſigne of a ragefull had 
ſorrow, nor did ſhe curſe her ene- the 
mies, or make imprecations for !tg 
Vengeance, or ſo much as mur- | ye 
mur againſt them;but attended the ter 
ſad event with the ſame calme- ' the 
nefle of minde with which this | he 
meeke Lambe did his end. Her [BI 


Cat- * 


pl 


i 
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—_— was beyond the Levell of 
heCenſure, and inall things ſutable 
ti- p the modeſty and | ax of 
each a Matron. She fear d not art 
Kr yl the fury of the Iewith Souldi- 
& ers that environ'd her, bur ſtood 
tolkcure, and fac'd danger. Though 
le ſhe was an eye witneſle of his pal: 
Ir . and ſaw his Limbs diſten- 
er ed, and wrack'd, yet did not the 
t. ils ſhe ſaw, wound her fo deep 
h thoſe ſhe heard. The Roman 
© \Fencers uſed to have Wards, or 
)- [Covers to ſave their Eares : She 
ll had greater necd of ſuch fo barre 
- [the entrance of blaſphemies able 
r to provoke God (it his mercies 
- | were not above all his workes) ur- 
c terly to deface Nature,and reduce 
- 'theworld to its firſt Chaos. She 
S {heard him call'd a Drunkard, a 
[ | Blaſphemer, a breaker of — 
1] oth, 


I88 


mn, | 
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an. 
in loco 
predic, 


—— 


both, a lover of Publicans and pc 
Sinners, nay a very Divell; who ug 
was her and Gods onely delight. jy | 
Yet did not all theſe killing ob- har 
jeds, theſe impious ſlanders,drive jelct 
her into the mercileſſe gripes of : 
deſpaire; for ſhe was confident Wt 
that the two perſons of the Trint- bg! 
ty would not forſake the third, anc 
Melanon commending this dif- jth 
mall ſtory to our ſad and ſerious yie 
contemplation, adviſeth us, That jff 
when Tribulations and Death it ne] 
ſelfe come upon us,we ſhould imi- \ritl 
tate this holy Virgin, who mixed at 
a heart killing ſorrow for his ja 
death with a joyfull aſſurance of na 
his Reſurre&ion. Conſider , ſaith No 
he what a Conflift the Faith of Mary ma 
had. There was in her an extreme hin 
ericfe linked with Faith and Hope. \out 
Let #s.in our death thus comfort our for 

ſetves, | 
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nd _ and harbour the ſame 
ho Ywghts with Mary, ſtill fix- 
tt. ye 018 God the Eyes of our 
b- Fs, Andverily we muſt 
ve eleeve that no ſmall mea- 
of be of Beliefe was requi- 
nt 
1- 
d, 
{ 


xd to temper and aſlwage 
tgreat a * ſorrow. Itwe 


mhout bowels, as not to 
1s meve for the death and 
at pſhon of her deareſt, and 
it nely Sonne: we muſt 
- nithall beleeve with the 


d Maniches, that he had a £ 


Ss hhantaſticke body, nor 
f Inade of his Mothers fleſh. 
h No doubt, when (after 
y man had left, and betray'd 
e lim) ſhe heard him cry 
', jout that God himſelfe had 
7 [forſaken him alſo, her 
£1 reares, 


| 


anceive that ſhe was ſo | 


*Sophronius.ſer, 
de Afſump. Bea- 
te Virg. mane 
tains that ſhe ſuf= 
fered more than 
all the Martyrs, 


that the paſſion 


of the minde ts 
reater than that 
of the body, and 
ſhee in ſoule felt 
moſt, becanſe her 
love to him was 
above all others, 


/ 


t9gO. 
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teares, her fighes, ' her 2 
groanes, her countenance, * 
hervery poſture, her dole- 7 
full voyce, all united their *. 
forces to exprefſe the 
greatnefle of her ſorrow, : 
Liſten and you ſhall heare 6 
her thus lament. m 


O my deareſt Sonne, that Uh 


Her Lamentati- jp, ho _ others, tex 


0x 55 alſo expre(- 
fed by $. Bernard, 
Serm.quiincipit, 
Signur mag- 


num, 


ſhouldſt thy ſelfe be wounded! ; 
That thou who freeſt others, 


ouldſt thy ſelfe be bound ® 
Lo AE _ the Foun. 
taine of Life, and Creator of |," 6 
the waters, ſhouldſt thy ſelfe 
be thirſty | That thou who [ 
cloatheſt all things , Jhouldeſt |* 
thy ſelfe fland naked) ! Omy. 
deareſt Maſter, how haſt thou | 
rreſpaſſed againſt this obdu- 


rate © 


= Ts 


/ 


A 
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ute Nation! that it ſhould ſo thir 
wm Yer thy pretions bloud ? T th = 
Ky # have cover'd them under the 
eir Wings of thy gratious Providence, as 
he IHenue doth her Chickens, but they 
ſe Yathey to periſh, than to come 
ther for ſhelter. With thems the 
lad are more ſenſible of thy paſs10n, 
tax the living, and their devouring 
4 Hulchers more merciful then they 
., dewſelves. O my Soune, my Sonne, 
41 hut T ſhould ſee thee ſuffer, and net 
.. Kable to ſuccaur thee | O that I were 
11 (Goblation as fotleſſe, and as grati- 
, ks in thy Fathers fight, as thou thy 
elfe, that all thy afflictions, all thy 
lirmemts might be mine. Were my 
þy wer correſpondent to my will, [ 
F would reſcue thee from Legions of thy 
£4 


Ire 


He 


'wemies. But alas I am a weake wo- 


, 
: 


inn, and all my ſtrength ly:s in my 
ongue, which will onely ſerve mee 
fo 


192 
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to deplore thy loſſe, and" that I truth lra 
doe from the wery bottome of my his 
heart. aff 
wh! 
Thus, or to this purpoſe, que- Ch 
ſtionleſſe ſhe bewail'd him dying; na] 
but when ſhe once beheld him {x } 
dead (Love and Beauty being ba- lhe 
niſht that face) and ſaw withall [a] 
their malitious cruelty ſurvive !he 
him, when ſhe view'd his very tec 
carkafle pierc't, and water toge- |pn 
ther with bloud flowing thence, bh 
when ſhe had leiſure to imbrace |y, 
his dead body, to number his ime 
wounds, to kiſſe them, and to Ef jyh 
ſay with the holy water of het {cer 
eyes to waſh away his ſtripes: ſhe{{; 
then was ſo wholly oppreſled Th 
with anguiſh of ſoule, that ſhe at- !like 
dently at that inſtant defired het | 
{oule, ifpoſſibly, might tranſn!- 
orate | 


> 
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ch|prate out of her living body, into 
» |his dead one. Trucit is that many 
:firme ſhe felt not thoſe to rments 
which other women endqure'in 
&- |Child-birth, who are liable to the 
g; malediction laid upon Eve: But if 
Im {x his comming into the world, 
a- ſhe was not ſepitble of any paine 
al '#all, certainely at his going our, 
vc the griefes of all women contra- 
ly |ted into one, equals not hers a- 
© bne. And afſuredly her ſorrow 
Cc, an much increaſed when ſhe ſaw 
ce Mary Magdalez, and the other wo- 
 ſmen ſo vehemently to grieve, 
{- |rhom his death not ſo nearly con- 
& ſern'd as it did her, nor were they 
he [ſable as ſhe to judge of his value. 
d [Then queſtionleſſe in this, or the, 
[- like phraſe ſhe renewed, and re- 
& |oubled her complaints. 
1- 


_ N 9 


Vx ORR . 


— 
- v >. 
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O my ſweeteſt Sonne | I bewaile[ : 
mine owne, and the wretched condi. |,” 
tion of all thoſe, whoſe ſoules thou haſty” 
feaſted ſo many yeares with thy mel-\\, 
lifluous Language. My griefe i an.\f,, 

werable to my affection. If Samuel |, $ 
lamented the death of a reprobate\c, 
King, if David wept over wickedY?, 
Abſolon with this exclamation, Ab- | ſl 
ſolon my Sonne, O my Sonne};, 

Abſolon; can my teares be 200 prodi. | 
gally powr '4 upon thee, who art Sount i 
zo me, and Righteouſveſſe it ſulfe! 
Who ſhall forbid or hinder me fo cry-bþ 
ingout, Ielus my fweer Sonne, ON, 
my ſweet Sonne Icſus 7 7f thu, 
didſt weepe over Ierulalem, 4s Us 
menting her deſtruttion then at hand,},,, 
Jhall I not bewaile thy neere approach-h, , 
ing end? Thou didſt then compaſs, fh 
nate the future Ruize of thoſe very 
ſtone ; 


te, 


Ui 


: Ter thePegn Mane, 


., tunes, which now with a filent grati- 
ule we ſeerre to condole, and weepe for 
le. When thoucam ſt tothe Tombe 
af Lazarus, thou wert ſo farre from 
el ” ehending the teares of others, that 
Wn weſt thy ſelfe for company. Thy 
el Le example then warrants the juſt- 
pe of my griefe; for when thou wert 
ng, the [mall paine thoy felt [t in 
ſleeping of thy foot was, and ought 
the more to mee, than the eternall 
6. pe of Lazarus could be to thee, 
lod as thy reares for him weretokens 
* Yrhy humane nature, #0t ſignes of 
1 diffidence (in that thou knew 
would forthwith ariſe) ſo are ming 
thee, witneſſes of my wretchcd e- 
we, not of my diſtruſt, who am aſ- 
My edof thy ſpeedy reſurrettion. Nor 
"1 onely grieve my owne griefe. for 
Oy for mans ſake, I rejoyce in thy Fa- 
x. Mrs Grace, who delivers thee to 


hoy 
la- 
md, 


as, death, 


N 
% 


—— 


> TIO ho 
OSS Th 
| 
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death, and in thy Charinſ® 
who doſt ſuffer it: So likewiſe | 
in mans behalfe I am griev' T 
that he ſhould be the curſed 
cauſe of thoſe thy extrem r 
torments: for as not to joji ic 
the benefits thy death hatif'< 
broueht with it, would areud®. 

ought wi nk 
his ineratitude, ſo not tocon$" 
dole for the tortures that at 
tend it, would demonſtrate 
his cruelty. And here I faith 
Fully promiſe thee that both 1,59 
while tife, and thy Church 
while the world doth if me 
| all yearely ſpend thi duet 
ths Hebdonn: fa : rim? / rhy Tragic 
dam penoſam, *P/7 4107 17 Prayer faſting! 
the weeke of pen- ſeverity, of diſcipline, man 
nance; and the ration of the fleſh, and can Kt 
high Dmtch, Die #rition of the ſpirit as becomttl 


Martyr Wock= thy mournefull Mother, anificr 
en, the Aartyrs thy 
Weeke, 1 
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wi \ gratefult Spouſe to doe. 


4 


wy vg hers, and the generall loſle, 
attended his herſe to the Se- 
;#chre provided by 7oſeph,where 
or er man was laid before; for it 
$5 not fit that Incorruptibility 
0, $uld- ſucceed corruption in the 
a;Jne lodging. This fragrant 
-a40wer was no ſooner ſet in the 
yound, but ſhe ſent many a deaye 
4 r{op after it to faſten it at the 
ch yot; for ſhe knew within three 
of yes it ſhould ſpring up againe, 
1/Þtro grow in the earth, butto be 
;zſnſlated into Heaven, there for 
er to flouriſh, and perfume the 
:#{cNtiall habitation. Nor were 
an eycs, {aith Damaſcen, cloſed 
ith his Monument, but watched 
1uemſclves almoſt blinde with a 
Ul O 3 gree- 


wi Thus condoling, thus bemoa- 
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ercedy expeRationto ſeethe tem, |it 
ple of his body built up againe}#s 
which three dayes fince was de.|by 
ſtroyed. After many a longin 
looke ſhe efpied the Tombe to 04# 
pen, and her onely joy to iflugi 
forth, whom full well ſhe kney 


| bythe countenance and figure offi 


his Humanity, but farre better by|it 
the cleere proofes of his God-lll 
head; for the Graves delivered up'vt 
their dead, many of which ap4% 
pear'd to their friends in the hojy#) 
City. Some, and thoſe of great 
authority in the Church affirme|#* 
that after his Reſurrection, ſhe o! 
all others ſaw him firſt, and wher/ 
2$ the Scripture ſeemeth to inferre 
that Mary Magdalen firſt beheld 
him, they thus expound it, Tha 
the Evangelifts would not makq'< 
his Mother the firſt witneſſe of hy © 


4 
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temJReſurreion (though indeed ſhe 
ane [was) knowing that her teſtimony 
by the Tewes would be more ſul- 
ojngieRed than that of Mary Magda- 
0 04#v. I dare not poſitively conclude 
$iny thing herein, but I may ſafely 
ney{naintaine that this her delight for 
e ofils Reſurre&tion, counterpois'd 
rbyer griefe conceived for his death. 
ln her was now made good. that 
lof the Pſalmiſt; According to the 
apdnultitude of the griefes of my beart 
olythy Comforts have rejoyced my ſoule, 
reztand that of her Sonne, Bleſſed are 
melthey rhat mourne, for they ſhafl bec 
I rorforted. 


{ And who makes queſtion bur 
ed that ſhe who with ſuch ututtera- 
hi ble pleaſure diſcover'd his Reſur- 
ad reRtion faithfully,and cloſely wat- 
hi ted on him, till his Aſcention * 
ur- O 4 She 


4 
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She who was as inſeparable to jxt 
him as his ſhadow, without doubt, jc 

* Epi- Was on the Mount * Oliver, with Fe 
phanins Other of the faithfull, wheninthe' {ac 
contra fight ofthem all he aſcended. She jt 
hzref. & heard, doubtleſſe, his laſt words, |{t 
libel. received his laſt benediction, and {nc 
Atl). her fight waited on him till the (hb 
clowds imbrac't him, whichitin (tl 
vaine eflay'd to penetrate. What |the 
Soule not it ſelfe tranſported with |wh 
the view of a heavenly obje&,can |wt 
ſuppoſe, much lefle expreſſe what [on 
her contentment was when ſhe |ter 
ſaw her owne fleſh flye above the (bo 
reach of Envie, into the Armes of |liv 
Glory 2 When ſhe beheld this | we 
high Prieſt, (his Sacrifice ended, .' of 
and God fully appeas'd) enter | gu 
Heaven there to {it on the right | fn 
hand of his Father, and to be the | hc 
unceſſant and eternall Mediatour | re 
be- : 


LU 


0 betwixt him and man ? With ben- 
t, {ed knees, erected hands, and 
h (yes, ſhe worſhips him aſcending, 
ie [and when her ſight failes, her ado- 
ie [ation continues. Her zeale paſ- 
s, [th all the orbes betweene him, 
d {nd her with greater facility, and 
ie |ubtility then the Lightning ſhoo- 
in {th through the Ayre. Great is 
at |the vigour and force of the Spirit, 
h when all things elſe ſet apart it is 
n wholly intentive on the Meditati- 
1: {on of its Creatour. When by con- 
xe |templation it is ſeparated from the 
ie {body, it thinkes onely on him, 
ff {lives onely to him, and is (as it 
is |were drown'd) in an inundation 
d, of his love. When it hath extin- 
cr |euiſht the ſcorching lawleſle de- 
if ' fires of the fleſh, and kindled the 
e | holy ones of the Spirit; the body 
xr |itbels no longer, but vrommnes 
- | obe- 
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obcdient to it in all things. When og 
it hath once fixed its eyes onthis||e 
beloved objeR, it never removeth | 1 
them thence. When 'it 1s once il. | 
luminated with the beames of the| j- 
hely Ghoſt, it is preſently turn'd|;, 
intoall Eye, all Spirit, all Light, |, 
no otherwiſe than thole things | 
the fire once layes hold on, are| 
turn'd into fire it felfke. Of thoſe | th 
who live in Wedlocke, it is faid | y 
that they are two inone fleſh; and | y; 
why may it not be ſaid of Chriſt | , 
and the Soule wedded to him,  þ, 
that they are two in one Spirit * | 1; 
And ifever it might be reported | ,, 
of any, ſurely of this Holy Vir-| ( 
gin, who (though ſhe was devided 

from her Redeemer in Body) yct | g 
3n ſoule ſhe was united to him. | 
When her eyes were growne | « 
dimme with her ſo long dwellwg | « 

on 


| The life of the Virgin Mary. 


203 


ET 


hen| onthat part of Heaven where they 
tis) 'kfr, and loſt him, ſhe caſt them 
&th | {owne on the earth, the poverty 
iL| yhereof ſhe commiſerated inthat 
the it was deprived of this one Tewell, 
n'd| in value aboveallit had left. And 
ht, {now She returnes into the holy 
8 | City not diſconſolate, and deje- 
ae | ted as other women are when 
Mc | they loſe their onely childe; bur 
ad | with a cheerfull look for her Sons 
nd yigory, who had triumphed not 
iſt  onely oyerthe Iew, but deathand 
n, hell it ſelfe. She made her will 
_ | lacky Gods, and though ſhe deſi- 
| red to be diſſolved, and be with 
r- | Chriſt, yet ſince it was his beſt 
E pleaſure ſhe ſhou!d continue lon- 
| ger here below, ſhe readily aflen- 
N. ted, reſolving by her example on 


Ls | earth, to furniſh heaven with. 


8 | Saints, Dammianus ſayes, thar 
mM after 


g—_ 
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atter her Sennes deceale, ſhe re- ye 
mained ten daies in Prayer and |yy 
Faſting, expeRting with a fervent | yh 
longing, the promiſed —_—_ ou! 
of the Spirit. Saint Zuke witnel- of 
ſeth that ſixe ſcore men and wo- {{e: 
men were afſe mbled in one rome, !n 
and joyned in hearty prayer, of he: 
the which, Mary the Mother of ge! 
Izsus was one. And as he (mn; 
names her laſt, ſo her _— = tcl 
WP _ nhulity perſwades me that ſhe had ne 
m_y the la, and * loweſt place, and* th 
frm, de fate beneath the other ſ{infull wo- | fie 
ierb., men of inferiour quality, in re- 'Te 
apoca- membrance of her humble Lord |jn 
lp. now exalted. And it is more than | th 
">=; Probablethar ſhe was preſent with | p; 
0" the Apeſtles, when the Holy | $ 
Ghoſt came upon them, and that | C 
ſhe there received the firſt fruits 
of the Spirit. After which time ' $ 
we 
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- |nereade no more of her in holy 
I |Writ, For where, and with 
t {yhom, how ſtrictly, and how pi- 
(ouſly ſheliv'd afterthe Aſcention : 
- {of Chriſt, till the houre of her Serm. 5+ 
death, faith 1delphonins, is onely 4 Af- 
knowne to God the ſearcher of _ 
'hearts, andto the Angels her dili- * >" 
gent Viſiters. The reaſon which 
'many alledge why neither the 
reſt of her life, nor death are pen- 
ned by the holy Evangelifts 1s 
* | this, that the Apoſtles were ſo bu- 
lied about the converſion of the 
ewes and the Gentiles, & enlarg- 
[ing ofthe Chriſtian Church, That 
|they had notime to ſet downe the 
particular Acts of her lite after her 
 Sonnes Aſcention.nor the ſeverall 
Circumſtances of her death, as 
| where, when, and how ſhe dyed. 
_ 1 ome Authours peremptorily 
MAIN + 


We. Tn ON WR 


| Serm,de 


dormit. 
| Virg. 
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maintaine (upon what ground I ' 
know aot) that ſhe liv'd to her ſea. 


ventieth yearc, and to her laſt 
houre dwelt in 7eruſalem, neare to 


her Sonnes Sepulchre. Others up- ; 
- on no better warrant averre that 
ſhe went with 70h» into Aſia, and ' 


continued with him at Zpheſme 
till her death, and urge the autho. 
rity of Tenativs, who afftirmes that 
ſhe wrote to him in theſe words, 


F will come with John ro ſee thee, and 


thy friends, rc. Concerning her 
death, Some avouch that the A. 
poſtles, and the moſt eminent of 


the Primitive Church, were pre. | 
ſent at it. Damaſcer faith that 


Chriſt was alſo there in perſon, 
and that he thus ſpake to her:Come 
my bleſſed Mother into the reſt 1 have 
prepar'd for thee, and that jhee thus 
71 pay of anſwer prayed to him : _ 

thy 


— Z 
$ 


C—_— 
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thy hands, O my Sore, I commend 
my Spirit : Receive that deare Soule 
which thou haſt preſerved free from all 
wuke. As I will not juſtifie all 
theſe their Aflertions for true, fo 
on the other fide I will not con- 
i(demne them as erroneous. not be. 
ng able to convince them of un- 
tuth, and for ought I know, they 


nay have paſs'd by unwritten 
Tradition from man to man. I 


will cherefore affirmatively ſay 
nothing but this, that moſt aſſu- 


redly her death was welcome to 


her, in thatſhe had ſo often both 


_ |meditated and praQtifed it, having 
+ | many times by auſterity, and con- 


; 
- 
7 
J 
; 


templarion, departed this life ere 
ſhe left it. If that of Sexeca be true, 
that ro dye well, is to dye willing- 


ly, then certainly ſhe dyed the 
death of the Righteous. She was 


nor 
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not ignorant that Death tothe juſt | 


i5no other than a delivery from 


priſon, a laying downe of a bur. || 
then, the end ofa Pilgrimage, the! 
unmanacling of the Soule, _ the | 


diſcharging ofa due debt to Na- 
ture, the returne into our true 
Country, the dore that opens in- 
to a never fading life, the entrance 
intothe celeſtiall Kingdome, and 


the Vſher that was to condudt her 
to her bleſſed Saviour, with | 
whom ſhe kad mentally conver: |} 
{cd ever ſince he left the earth: ! 


| 
| 


1144 7 
1214447, 
- 


1947 4, 


ns 

a— 
—— 
ſrrn——__ 


Since which time there be who || 


avouch that ſhe never willingly | 


{aw any man. 
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"What honor could' to this great : Queene be done, 
3; More, then be taken up, to heaucn hz h 

And, there, haue GOD tor Father, Spou ec, & Sonne. 
The Ange! wav tc, the world ſand wondrir,g by 
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Hey 


aſſum p- 


£107, 


Lib.de 
origine 


_ erroris, 


Cap. I 6, 


The ſame modeſty I have | 
ſhew'd in treating of her death, I | jy 
ſhall reſerve in diſcourſing of her | 4, 
Aſſumption, which by many of | þ, 
the Fathers, all of the Romiſh |; 
Church, and ſome of the Refor- | ge 
med is held for an undoubted |nc 
truth, though upon no ſounder | he 
proofes than the former produce | yi 
concerning her departure hence, | i 
Bullinger dire&ly backs this opini- 5 
on. We ave beleeve, ſaith he,that the | yr 
wombe of - the God-bearing Virgin, 5 
and the Temple of the holy Ghoſt, that | g: 
&, her ſacred body, to have beene aſ- | 


ſumed into heaven. Brentias leaves | C 


itindifferent to usto beleeve whe: | in 
ther or no ſhe aſcended in Soul, | ac 
in body, or both. 7t might wellbr, | th 


ſaith he, that as Enuch was tranſla- 1 


ted in body into heaven, and as many | 
bodies of the Saints did riſe with\ 
| C hr if z : 


- 
tha. th. 


— —Cc_m_ 
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ve | chris KY) Mary alſo melt 

1 inbody be aſſumed into Hca- 
c | ve# But moſt certain it © that 
1 fi ſhe obtained everlaſting Fell- 
ih 
1- [demand why God might 
cd [not manifeſt his power by 
er |her, 
ce | yine {ecrets and myſteries, 


e well as by an Angell;or 


ni- is by Elias, who after long 


the | raycr, was taken up in a 
in, fie Chariot, Some a- 
at | paine, (who hold that the 
4ſ- \dead who aroſe: with 
CS | | Chriſt, aſcended with him 
c- into Glory, and were not 


od gaine reduc't into Aſhes) 


be, thinke the Afſumption of 
t- Mary alrogethet as s likeby, 
UE 

ith | 


ft, 


__ faith , 
"works 


city. And ſomether b: who 


piivy toſo many di- 


the 


Homil, 1.In Die 
Afump. Virgin, 
S$ee Athanafius 
ou this very point, 


.a Father of great 


repnte, both with 
the Latines and 
the Greekes in his 
ſerm, in Evang. 
de fſanaiflima 
Deipara. e-Lud 
TIohannes Rivius : 
I” hs Booke de E 
abuſfibus Ecclefie : 
though | hee dares |: 
wot maintaine her 
corporal Aſſump= : 
tion, yet hee wild | 
not deny it,as be= 
$19 a thing proba- 
ble enongh, 
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| JIII 
workes ofthe Deity are therctore jv 
poſſible, becauſe omnipotent, and | 
that there are ſome things, which fe 
though they are wholly omitted |yb 
in holy Scriptures, yet upon evi- |v 
dent reaſons they are believ'd,and jr 
exemplifies his poſition in the re 
Aſſumption of the Virgin Mary, vi 
Dammianu argues thus, That as it» 
concciving without finne, hee (do 
brought forth her Sonne without jMo 
paine, acurlſc laid on all otherwo. 4z 
men: ſo mightit well bethatſhe jfer 
who was without ſinne, might: o- 
vercome Death, the reward ofit, 1!4d 
Some goe about to provc it by the {ſer 
Text, Ariſe Lord into thy reſt, thoy, ſta! 
and the drke of thy Santification, Pi 
Nay, I have read a moderne Orz- cor 
tour, who thus elegantly deſcribes our 
the manner of it : When, ſaith her, un 
the Soule of ths Sweet one, readFuated| Vn 
her 
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ws 3c AS FR 
ore lber-bady, ſhe aroſe in Triumph from 
and jher Sepulcher, aud was aſſumed into 
ich Heaven. 18 her paſſage thither, the 
ted \mbes bowed and bended themſelves 
vi- ju make ber a triumphant Arch 
ind fhrough which ſhee might paſſe in 
the Jmeater ſlate. The Sunne with his 
ry, Wighteſt beames imbrac't her, that 
as |tmight be ſaid, A woman was 
ee (coath'd with the Sunne. The 
Mut {Moope looped to her, that it might be 
'0- donlz'd the Moone was under her 
he feet. 7 he brighteſt of the Starres in- 
o- terpove themſelyes to make her a 
it, 114diaut Crowne, ec. But this de- 
he |{cription is no more theologicall, 
, \faan the conlent of the orbes 1s 
1, Philoſophicall, and is no way 
2- correſpondent to the dignity of 
&5\0ur Sacred ſubje&t, on whoſe tri- 
e, \Unphant entry into Heaven, ha- 
«\ving beene a faithfull, and  reve- 
er F3 rent 


| 
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rent Atrender, I will now retirne |* 
to vindicate her honour here on |©* 
Earth, and make an Apology to | 
Chriſtians (with ſhane and: hor- th 
rour [ ſpeake it) for Chriſts own: f 
Mother. * I 
GG 48 | [en 
It may pleaſe then the gentle |® 
Reader to underſtand that two '** 
q"—_ ariſe amongſt the Mo- 'd 
derne Divines. The one whether Ly 
or no the merited to be the Mo- L 
therof God; the other which way | a 
ſhe could deſerve that greateſt of & 
Glories. For the firſt, they affirm | ; 
that never any Creature merited | b 
ſogreat a bleſſing as the incarns | * 
tion of Gods owne Sonne. For he d 
fent, fay they, his Sonne into the { 
world, not urg'd thereto by our *. 
merits, but 'out of his owne | 
meere Grace and Goodnefle. It 
ws 


RY put eu 
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rms [was a worke of his Chatity, and 
on |condeſcending, not of retriburi- 
tg |09, or obligation: and therefore 
or.. {hat he choſe not the Virgin M4- 
ne 117 fo be the Mother of Chriſt, as 

ſhe was a Virgin, humble, obedi- 
[cat, adorn'd with Faith, Charity, 
tl [ad other divine vertues, but be- 
vg |aauſe God had decreed her to 
[q- | care his onely Sonne, therefore 
« | 1s beſt pleaſure was, ſhe ſhould 
a. | de Miſtrefſe of perfeftions ſute- 
ay | able to ſo high a Calling. Wher- 
of fore Saint Paw ſaies, Becauſe God 
m | hath predeſtinared us, therefore 
-q | he calles, juſtifies, and gloritics 
2. | us, and not becauſe we are jult, 
;. therefore he eleteth us. Againe, 
'« they argue thus, that all our me- 
ir fits depend on Chriſt, and are 
6 | deriv'd from him, and therefore 
7; ſhe was withour all deſert before 
5 P 4+ her 


f 
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1er Sonne had imparted it to her, | 


That this was well knowne to her, 
is manifeſtly proved by her di- 
vine Hymne, in which ſhe ac- 
knowledgeth all good tv proceed 


from him, and therefore to him | 


aſcriberh all honour and glory, 


Others her Champions, who cou- | 
ragiouſly fight, not onely for her | 


heavenly, but earthly triumph, 
confeſic that ſhe was not prefer'd 
to that ſupreme dignity by deſert, 


buthy Congruity, as they call it: ! 
thar is, not that ſhe was abſolutely 
worthy of ſo great a grace, but | 
that ſince God had fixed adecree | 
to ſend his dearely beloved Sonne 


amongſt us, ſhe of all others was 
the fitteſt to conceive and beare 


him. Bur here againe they differ 


about the way, in that ſo many 


waies they hold her capable of | 


this 
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his ineſtimable Diadem. Some 
bive the preheminency to her Vir. 
vnity, and ſay, the love of that 
lrew the Sonne out of the bo- 
ome of his Father, into-her hal- 
lowed wombe; and therefore the 
[Text ſaijes not; that a faithfull, an 
(obedient, or an humble ſhall con- 
ccive, but a Virgin. Others artti- 
bute this ſupreme favour to het 


Faith, by which (as Saint Pal de-. 


nonſtrates all the ' miraculous 
'workes of the old Teſtament have 

beene begunne and perfected : 
|Wherefore her Confin Elizabeth 
| ſaid to her, Bleſſed art thou, becauſe 
| thou haſt belzevied. Some aſcribe 
this infinite honour done her, to 
her Humility, to which all other 
vertues flow, no otherwiſe than 
the waters naturally runne to the 
loweſt places. This caus'd _— 
ay 
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ſay in her gratcfull Hymne, Thos 
haft regarded the lowlineſſe of thy! 
Hand-maid, Others wmpute the 
conferring of this greateſt bleſſing 
onher, to her obedience, in that | 
ſhe committed all to the will of 
the higheſt, with this proteſtation, 
Behold the Hand-maid of the Lord, 
beitto mee according to thy Ward, ! 
Others give her Charity the up- | 
er hand, which as Saint Pat tc- |, 

( 


—S = Tz |..at 


ſtifies, gives life and ſpirit to all F 
other vertues, they bcing without | 1 
1tno other than dead Images. | 
Laſtly, ſome there are who. will | 
not award the Crowne to this or |, 
that peculiar vertue reſiding in | 
her, but to the united Harmony |}, 
of them altogether; for they ſay, 
1t is not this ſtring, or that, makes |, 
the Muſicke, bur the accord, and | , 
eonſent of all. For my owne | : 
part, 
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'bos\rart, (Divinity not being the 
#) ſpheare wherein my. ſtudies 
the |nove) a modeſt inquiſition will 
> better become me, than a bold 
and peremptory Concluſion in 
any point of Controverſte. Wher- 
fore I moſt humbly ſubmit this, 
land all. things elſe divine, by me 
' |handled, to the Cenſure and de- 
'P- 'termination of the Church of 
al England, whoſe not Connivence 

[done, but approbation Iknow I 
"IX ' hall have in boldly affirming thar 
Jr ſhe was a tranſcendent Creature, 
""\|not to be ranked in reſpe& of 
{her worth, with any of her 
| ſexe, butto have a place aſſign'd 
) | her apart, and above them all; 
) being not to be conſidered as a 
” mecre woman, butas a Type, or 
© | an Idza of an Accompliſh: pis- 


n 'ty, They who uphold th:- = a8 
"2 Se , | 


on 
T4 


VR, 
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* ? have 
both 
heard 
theſe tr- 
Feverent 
ſpeeches, 
And read 
them 
CEa/Ura 


En I CIT > O—— —_ 


ot the atorefaid opinions, erre : 


not ſo much in my judgement, 


in the adoring extreame, as ſome 


to00 ſevere maintainers of the for- 


mer; dcein the neglecting. They | 
are ſo farre from praiſing her | 


themſelves, that they meſt unjuſt- 
ly deprive her of the praiſe given 
her by others. The Puritans in 
gcucrall, bur eſpecially the obſti- 
nate nor-Conformiſts of this, Land, 
arethoſe I meane, who as in their 
Courſe oratory they called 
Queene ELizaABEr H, Queene 
Beſſe, So they give this Holy Vir- 


gin no higher a ſtile, than of | 
* Mal, God's Maide. They reject | 


41l Teſtimonies of her worth, as 


Haile Mary full of Grace, The Lord 


i with thee, and, thou haſt found 
grace with God, and, Hee that 1s 


mighty, hath magnified mee, an 
All 


HCO TRI Io  — 
as 
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All generations ſhall call mee 
Bleſſed, and, Bleſſed is the 
|\ypombe that bore thee, and 
Bleſſed are the paps that gave 


in a Mannſcript 
ofa moſi learned 
Do&dour of the 
Engliſh Church. 
And this us very 


thee ſucke, and whence ,,.111.., ſuch 
comes this that the Mother of 1; heare and per- 


my Lord ſhould come to me 7 
land, Bleſſed art thou among 

: of - *s 
'nomers, .and, Bleſſed is the 
fruit of thy wombe. They 
\abhorre to heare her call'd 


| Domina, Lady, or Deipa-' 


14, God-bearing, iew-0 
them being ſo learned, T- 
yen in their owne Facul- 
ity, as to: know that they 
|who ſo ſtile her, thinke 
'not that the God-head 
' proceeds from her, but 


;that ſhe brought forth. 


| Chriſt, 11 whom was the 


| union of both Natures , 


and 


aſe their ullite- 
rate Sermons,full 
of invectives a= 
gainſt the antient 
Saints, and Fa- 
thers of the 
Church, and a- 


bounding with 


; predications of 


their owne igno- 
rant Brethren, 
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and therefore they being inſepa; |ti 
rable, the muſt by ſtrong conſe: | 1c 
quence be deliver'd of both God | 0! 
and Man, And why are they de- T 
terr*d trom giving her theſe ho- |L 
nourable Epithites ? Becauſc for- |þ 
footh they challenge to them: | t1 
ſelves agreater meaſure ofknow- | i 
{edge,butalefler of Picty than did |## 
their Anceſtors: By diſclaiming ® 
words, and phraſes familiar to 
Antiquity, and by inventing new | 
lefle reverent,, and fignificant; | 0 
they give all men to underſtand Þ 
that they had rather be reputed | !! 
good Grammarians, 'than Chr | 3 
ſtians, and had rather give names | Y 
tothe Church, than accept them t 
from her, and cheriſh prophane. © 
Novelties, rather than allow of | 
Reverent Antiquities. They wrelt | 1 
many places of Scripture to g's [{ 
| that 


A———— 
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pa. |that Chriſt himſelfe lighted and 
iſe: |\rebuked her, which depravations 
od of thetrs (were my Readers 
de- | Turkes) I would draw into the 
ho- (Light and lay their deformity 0- 
or- |pento all; bur it is needleſle (1 
m- | truſt) to informea Chriſtian, thar 
w- | he who hath ſaid, Honoar thy F4- 
did ther end thy Mother, would ſurely 
ing never breake his owne Com- 
to | mandement, and | by {lighting 
ew | his Mother, trench upon a finnc 
t; | of all others moft deteſtable in 
nd bis Gght, Ingratitude” Of one 
ed | thing I will aſſure them, till they 
ri- , are good Marians, they ſhall nc- 
cs | ver be good Chriſtians; while 
-m they derogate from the dignity 
ne. of the' Mother, they cannot true- 
of ly honour the Soxne. "They are 
ſt | 1 confeſſe, much more. favoura- 
ve | ble to her, than the Tewes, but 
Wi by 


on 
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her than the Turkes, which Af: | 


L 


by farre more detracting from | | ac 


ſertion of mine 1s ſtrengthened wy 
with evident proofes both out of fy 


the Iewiſh Thalmud, and Tur- | 


Ve 


'kiſh Alchoran. The Iewes call | te 


' her Thlua,: as much as to fay, 


Butcherefle ,. or the wife of a 


finner, and Thmea, one polluted 


with all manner of uncleane-and 


filthy luſt. And all of their Re- 


 ligion-are- enjoyned .in ſolemne 


Prayer Made in their Sinagogues 
thrice every day to curſc. Chriſt, 


his Mother, and all the Chriſti | 
an Sec, as isro be found at large. 


in the third Booke of the Thal- 


- mud, wholly compos'd of ridicu- 


lous. Fables, grofle Errors, and 
horrid. Blaſphemies. True it is 


That the Turkiſh Alchotan now | 


acknow- 


| hos 
'nif 
Butcher, and. S900, a publike 


1 


| 


- 


| 4 


- | and now againe denies him, ta- 


d king him in at the fore-dore, and 
f ſhutring him out at the backe, 
-, yet doe they hold him the grea. 


b 


1! teſt of Prophets next their Ma- 


5 | homet. But his Mother they mag- 


poings pwicg TY "And 


'nifie above all women that ever 
breathed this Ayre, Let us heare 
this Oracle ſpeake, in all things 
elſe falſe, but in this moſt true. 


Theſe cnſuing are the very for- 
mall words of the Alchoran. 0 
Mary, excellent above all men and 
women, who perſevereſt inthe ſtudy 


- | of God o#ely. And in another place, 


0 Mary, God hath choſen thee, and 


| purified thee, hee hath elected thee ts 


make thee famous above the women 
= Aees : and againe, Mary by 
behaving her ſelfe wiſely, s guilty 


| neither of Malice, nor any wicked- 


weſſe, 
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neſſe, which cauſed is to breath our 
ſoule into her. Laſtly, that Many 
men have beene perfet?, but no w6- 


OR Oe VEG "ICI ky 


man was ever found perfett, but 


S. Au- 

in lib. 
de nat. 
& erat, 
cap. 36. 


Mary the Mother of Teſus. But 
though truth is to be imbrac't 
whereever we finde it, yet it will 
appeare more gracefull in the 
mouthes of Chriſtians, whole 
moſt learned, moſt eloquent, and 
moſt judicious. Docour, ve will 
prodnce, giving this Teſtimony 
of this our deareſt Lady, Except 
(ſaith he > the holy Virgin Mary, 


(whom for the honour I owe my Lord | 
and Maſter, I will not name whos 


ſinne is my ſubject ) whom to hav 
had grace infus'd into her, wholly i 


ſubdue ſinne, wee know by this, that ' 
ſhee was thought worthy to conceive 
aud bring forth him, who aſſuredl 
was without ſinne : This "_ 1 

a, | 


| 


| 


L 


| 
| 
| 


: 
| 
| 
« 
4 
y 
] 
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fay, excepted, if we conld Recall, and 
Afjcmble together all the Saints de- 
parted, and ſhould aske them, if they 
were without ſinne, they would una- 
n1monſly thus anſwere : If we ſhould 
ſy we have no ſune, we decerve our 


ſelves, and there is no truth in. 


Bat becauſe. the Fathers - are no 
way fuſpeted.of neglect towards 
her, we will ſpare their verdias, 
and chiefly inſert their Commen- 
dations of her, who werethe firſt 
Reformers of our - Church. Zs- 
ther ſhall be their Leader, who 


faith, That none but the Firgin 
Mary either was, or ever ſhall be ſo © 


hely: That the fruit of her wombe 
fhall be bleſſed, ſince no other con- 


ceives without pleaſare and finne : 


andagaine , In this is Mary bleſſtd, 
That ſo great gifts are given t0 her, 


A ſarpaſſe humane anderſtanding. 
F2 Fox 


© 
'- 
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neſſe, which cauſed 1s to breath our | 


ſoule into her, Laſtly, that Many 
men have beene perfet?, but no we- 


| 
| 
| 


man was ever found perfect, but | 


S. Au- 

ſtinlid. 
de nat. 
& grat, 
cap. 36, 


Mary the Mother of Teſus. But 
though truth is to be imbrac't 
whereever we finde it, yet it will 
appeare more gracefull in the 
mouthes of Chriſtians, whoſe 
moſt learned, moſt eloquent, and 
moft judicious. Dotour, we will 
prodhce, giving this Teſtimony 
of this our deareſt Lady, Excej! 
(ſaith her the boly Virgin Mary, 
(whom for the honour I owe my Lord 
and Maſter, I will not name whe 
ſinne is my ſubject ) whom to havt 
had grace infus'd into her, wholly t 
ſubdue ſinne, wee know by this, that 


ſhee was thought worthy to concein | 


and bring forth him, who aſſuredly 
was without finne : This Virgin, I 


Ja, 


” > oe es. canine - <r -* 
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fo, excepted, if we could R © w_ 

Aſſemble together all the $ 

— and froald ashe the; 

were without ſinne, they w 

nimonſly thus anſwere : I 

ſay we have ng ſmne, we « 

felves, and there is no tr 

Bnt becauſe. the Fathe 

way fufpeRted.of neglec 

her, we will ſpare their 

and chiefly inſert their 

dations of her, who we = OE 

Reformers of our - Cl W- \ 

ther ſhall be their Lea 4 'E 

faith, That none but ; 

Ma ry either was, Or CUE 

holy: That the fruit of . 

fhall be bleſſed, ſince 7G 

ceives without pleaſure ' 

and againe , In this is Me 

That ſo great gifts are $ 

#5 ſurpaſſe humane #1 erſtending. 
Foy 


Fa. - 
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For hence all bonow and beatitude 
proceeds, that inthe Y niverſall hy- 


riour to the reſl to whom none ſhould 
be equall, becauſe one and the ſame 
Sonne # common to her with the 
heavenly Father. This he applyes 
to that ſaying of Mary. Hee that 6 
mighty hath magnified mee, oc. 
The ſame Author in another place 
ſayes, Mary & our Mother, Chriſt 
our Brother, and God our Father, and 


ace doe finde. Calvin cals her 
us Miſtrefſe. Wee willingly, ſaith 
| he, take Mary for our Miſtreſſe, to 
* Thogh wheſe doctrine and precepts we are 


Eraſmus obedrent. * Eraſmms ſtiles her his 
45 808 4 


| by the R omaſh Church, and | oſt / erviceable to the 
Proteſt ant in the ſetting ont of the Fathers, 


Sa- 


mane race one perſon ſhould be fake 


that all this is true, the Faithfull by 


Reformer of onr Church, yet he us much ſuſpefted 


—m—_— —— 
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 Savioreſle. Oecolampadims thus de- 
livers his approbation of her. 
Itruſt in God it ſhall never be faid 
of me, that I did oppoſe the dignity of 
Mary, towards whom to be never ſo 
 biitle ill affeit:d, I hold to be a moſt 
certaine ſigne of a Reprobate m:nde. 
She who is above all, Q.eene of all, 
whom God above all hath hononred, 
ſhould not ſhe be eſteemed amone ſt 
all the moſt eminent * Buycerws pro- 
teſteth, That 4 godly minde w:ll not 
judge but charitably and. piouſly of 
her, who brought forth Chriſt our 
Lord : Bullingerss concludes ; 1f 
Mary be bleſſed amongſt all women, 
and to bee pronounced bleſſed by all 
Nations, moſt curſed are the Tewes, 
who never ceaſe to revile and ſland:r 
. ber, and moſt unhappy are thoſe 
Counterfeit Chriſtians, who (berng 
| little better than Tewes) robbe her of 


2_3 rhe 


_ _— = — — EY 


—— Mc 


the praiſe due to her. Needs muſt ſhee 


be indued with a ſingular moſt ſelitt, 
1nd perpetual Virginity and purity, 
who # eſpecially choſen by God tobe 
the Temple cf his Sonne, andthe Mo- 


ther of the moſt holy. Now if any of 
theſe contradict themſelves by | 
pulling downe in other places 
thoſe Trophies of her praiſe | 


which here they haue credted, 


they arc to be anſwered as the | 
Satyre did the Man with whom | 


he ſaid he would no longer con- 
verſe, becauſe he ſaw hot and cold 


breath ro iſſue from the ſame 
Mouth. But to leave them; All | 


parts of the world have produced 
Admirers of her worth. 


Syria 


f 


wwe 0 


4 


Q 
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| Syria hath brought forth 
Epbraim. 

 Antiochia- Saint ins (6- 
6s. 


(apadocia Saint Bafill, and 
| Saint Naz/an2en. | 
Contantinople,Germanus and 


' Proclus. 


Dalmatia,Saint Hierome, 
Germany, Rupertus, Alber- 


_ tus, and Aprippa. 


Pngland, Beaa. 

France, Bernhard. 

Spaine, Alphonſis. 

Italy, Aquinas and Bonauen- 


fire, : 
Q 7 Af- 
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 Aﬀrich, Saint Cyprian, and 
Saint Auſtin. 


Greece, Dionyfius Arcopagi- 
£4, Oe. 


To theſe ſucceed famous 
Chriſtian Poets, antient and 
Moderne, who have written 
Pannegyricks upon her, as 
Beaa. 

Gregorius Naziangenus. 

Innocentins Pontifex. 

Attins Sanazarins, 

Adam de Sanfto vittore. 

Alcimus Avitns. 

Antonins Muretus. 

Anrelins Prudentins. 

Hp Bap- 
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Baptiſta Mantuanns. 
Claudianus. 

Franciſcus Petrarcha. 
Godfridus Viterbienfis. 
Hieronymus Vids. © 
Paulinns. 

D. Philippus Menxelins. 
Rudolpbus Agricola: 
Sedulins. 

Venantins Fortunatus. 


Totheſe I adde many Em- 
perours, Princes, and Prince(- 
ſes, and a world of devout 

reat ones, who have beene 
her profeſſed admirers, as 

(Conſtantine the great. | 

: Charles 


33S 
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Charles the gr great. = 
Pulcheria Auguſta. ” 
Henry the a. Empe. - 
rour, + - 
Alphonſus | the chaſte in our 
Spaine. her 
Eado'vardus in Hung arie. oy 
Boliſlaus in Polonia, ck 
Venceflaus in Bohemia, the 


[ 
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All which are Canonized for 
Faints, and have erected and de- 

* dcared Temples to her Memory. 
Neither have the Princes of this 
n our Ile beene defective in doing 
her all poſſible honour;:.and in 
Conſecrating Chappels -and 
Temples ro her Memory. Frede- 
icke the third Emperour, made 
the Contemplation. of her, al- 
noſt his onely tood, Stephanys, 
King of Hangarie, called his king- 
dome the Marian Family. In this 
glorious. Family, whole king- 
domes and Common-wealths 
{ have enrolled themſelves. My 
Arithmeticke will not ſerve mee 
tonumber all thoſe who have Re- 
giſtred their names in the Soda- 
|litie of the Roſary 'of this our 
| bleſſed Lady, the originall of 

| which 


| aan 


—— 
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which is derived from the battaile 6 
of Naupattun, gain'd by Iohn of je 
Azftris, and the Chriſtians, which |, 
victory was attributed to her in- ly tl 
terceſſion with her Sonne. The /,,. 
ColonianSodallity firſt inſtituted, , 
had out of Lowaire, 4509. Out of |, 
Brabant, 30090. out of Gueldria, 
4000, out of Holland and Zeland, x; 
7000. &c. Many holy Orders al- /y,,, 
loare of this Sodality, as the Be- |,,,, 
nedictines, the Ciſtertians, the qe 
Franciſcans, the Carthufians, and |, 
many others, If all theſe Teſtimo-- }, 1, 
ntes and Examples of great wor- |, 
thy and pious people will not |, 
moveusto honour her, we ſhall .;. 
be judg'd both unworthy of this ,.. 
life, and ignorant of that better to 5, 
come. For ſhame let not us alone |; 
deny her that honour and praiſe |, 


which all the world allowes her. 
After 
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© Afﬀer theſe impartiall witneſſes 
f ther worth, we will place thoſe 

fvine priviledges imparted to her 
- jy the Almighty, tor which we 
© ye(if that alone were ſuthcient) 
> i© Authority of many - pious, 
| ned men. 


Firſt, they affirme, That her 
haſte eyes ſent forth ſuch divine 
rames that (though her Loveli- 
eſſe moved not onely all mindes 
vhonour her,and all Eyes to gaze 
n hers) yet they never kindked an 
nholy fire in the moſt Adulterate 
joſome. A ſacred priviledge pe- 
uliar to this Saint alone; for it 
jas the will of her omnipotent 
jonne, that neither Sath :n nor his 
finiſters ſhould conſpire the 0- 
ienhrow of that chicke Temple 


pukes Y\ & 4 


* 
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1 Pre- 
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of his Spirit, 'which his fleſh had Be 
inhabited ſo long, nor any impure thc 
thought ayme at the mudding of he 
this pureſt Fountaine. Whether wl 
her prophetick Soule toreſaw theny 
ſnares of tlie ungodly, and fo 
ſhun'd them, they ſay not, once! 
for certaine they averre, thatino 
Temptations aym'd at her, broke he 
Iike Haile againſt a Rocke, nor he: 
could all the Engines | of the be 
world, the fleſh, and the Divel} ſta 
hurt her-more, then can the va-' vo 
pours atrifing from the earth, reach) If 
the holy inhabitants of Heaven, on 
And this opinion - ( for ought I wi 
know, I ſubmit it to better judge-' re 
ments) may without, or profana- 
tion, or blaſphemy, be: admitted 
into all honeſt boſomes : for if be- bc 
yond the power of nature he pre-, or 
ferved Jonas entire in the _ Ne 

Bel, 
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ud Belly, if he protected Daniel from 
urs the ravenous Lyons, ſhould not 
of he ſecure her from Corruption 
xt whom he had adorn'd with ſoma- 
heny vertues and dignities * 

ſo 

cd Next, they hold that ſhe was 
nt!not onely withour blemifh, bur 
ke her very lookes ſent forth ſuch 
or heavenly rayes, that whoſoever 
he beheld them, drew thence a ve- 
elf ftall fire that never went out, and 
2-' vowed an everlaſting -Virginity. 
c} If this be a truth, it is a curious 
n,! one, and it is not materiall at all 
 [' whetheror no it be beleeved, or 
e-! rejected. 

1a- 


e Thirdly, that the conceiv'd and 3 


c- bore her Sonne, -not onely with. 
e-| out paine (the common Curle an- 
es] nexed to Childe-bearing ) but 


f 1th 
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with infinite delight. Thisalſvis 
a Curioſity,and of no importance 
whether it be ſwallowedor no. 


Fourthly and laſtly, that ſhe had ; 
a Frigidity of Soule, which | 


quencht in her all heat of carnal! 
concupiſcence. This laſt privi- 
ledge is implyed inthe firſt, and 
may pcrchance ſafely be received. 


Therruth is,we may ſecurely give 


her all humane attributes (not en- 
croaching- on the divine) for ſhe 
was in dignity above all, but God 
himſelfe. Faith and Charity, the 
fulneſſe of the Law were in herat 
full. She was in an activeand con- 
templative life, admirable. The 
Tongue eſteemed the worſt part 
in a woman, was in her the beſt, 


which well might charme Eares, 
offend them it could not. Her |, 


Soule 


. - 
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clecre thoughts were appearell'd 


Inas faire words. She who both 
after her conceptiun, and ac other 


times is commended to us by che 
ſacred Scriptmes,ftor laying up all 
holy Sayings in her heart, can we 
imagine thut ſhe could ſpeake a- 


mifle 2 Neither could the commu 


any unde cent Act, who hy'd ina 
Light ro others in.cceſſivle, They 


who m:1nt: ine that for a time the 


whole Milicart Church was in her 


alone, hive probability ro backe 


thein; tor I know not in whom 
elſ- it could remiine, when his 
Aooſfttcs, Diſciples, Friends, Kin- 
arcd, and all uthers foriooke 
 Cirift, ſhe on ly excepted, who 
would nor leave him, who trom 


R before 


) 1 


4 
if 
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before his birth, had ſtucke to her. 
I will conclude with this Afſcrti- 
on, Thar if cycr the Soule of any 
mortall enjoyed here on carth the "i I 
embraces of her heavenly Spoulc, the 
and tooke from him a kifle ſwee- jh 
ter than all the Eaſtcrne Odours, + 
this was ſhe. = 
{ 
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And here, O bleed Virgin! , 
fleave to diſcourſe frircner of rophe 
. thee, and direct my Jpeecb z0 — 
- thee, O thou eternall ziory of 
” thy ſexe! bad the Queene of 

Sheba ſeene thee, as ſbe aid Sa- 

bmon, /hee had not ſo ſoone 

leone delivered cut of tbe 

Trance into wbich her Admirati- 

" on caſt her. In thee ſhee might 
bave diſcovered all the perfe6tt. 
4 0ns of which woman kin1e is ca- 

pable, wha w2r: indced vertu- 

aly by ſexe !n ihee Aſpatia 
” mich: vave found her Modeſty, 

Livia her Prudency, Sul, 11a 
K 43 ' ber 


_ 


4 
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Cornelia her Patience, Lucre- {i 
tia her (baſtity, Porcia her þ; 
Fertitude, Taraquill ber 1y. thi 
duſiry, Plautina ber fruzality, wo 
and all theſe in eminency. But tie. 


why taike 1 of the Heathen to M: 


thee, woo didſe not onely out- jok 
ferip tw manijcld yertues all the in 
Feniali,but the Maſculine Saints rod 
themſelves 5 1hou didſt excel w! 
Abel in Jnnocency, Abraham lif, 
in Faith, Vaac in Obeaience, Pa 
David n Gentleneſſe, the Pro- ve 
pbers and Apoſtles i;z Piety, and leg 
the Martyrs in Patience, O thou ba 
whom Heaven would have of ſti 
| the 


—— 
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ty, the ſame conſtancy, purity, and 


e- ſublimity with it ſelfe, thou art 
er þ-farre from baving an equal, 
'n- that all thy ſexe cannot afford 4 
ty, vorthy witneſſe of thy Fx:ellen- 
ut ties! O thou Mother of the true 
to Moſes, Who never fut on the 
;- joke of Pharaoh, but ſþood free 
he in the middeſiof E. ypt! Thou 
's rodde of leſſe, alwaics ſtraight, 
ell, who broughtſ? forth te fruit of 
m life | thou wert here a terreſiriall 
e, Paradice, whereinto Serpent ne- 
0- ver entred, on Which Gods ma- 
ud lediftion wiz never impos d and 
w baſk no doubt, now in the cale- 
f liall Paradice a c9:1ſpicuons 
[ R 3 feate 
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ſeate above all the Angelicallor. 
ders,and next thy glorifi d Sonne (; 
himſelfe. For if Chriſts promiſe þ, 
co all his fellow feeling m:mbers, ., 
that if they ſuffer wity him, they | 
ſhall raigne with bim, if they dye |, 
with bin, they [hall live with x 
him; what eminent place in Hea- ,, 
ven jb -le thou have afligned £ 
th:e, who i. ſoule diaſt ſuffer for 
him moregthan all bis Martyrs* 
O thou bajhfull Morne rhat didf cl 
pr c-de and produce our Suns | þ 
# hou (ircimſcripcion(if] may |, 
ſo jay) of the uncircumſcribed! , 
Thou roote to this Herbs of 
Grace | Thou Mother of ow 


( rea- 


yo 


— Thelife of the Virgin MaRY. 247 


— (reatour! T hou Nurſe to bimby 
r- whom all things arefed | Thou 
Pe Comprebender of the incompre- 
je benfible | Thou bearer of bim 
*, whoſe word ſuſtaines theGlobes| 
9 Thou who didſt impart fleſh to 
V him, who wanted nothing elſe ! 
0 Thou Sarah, thou Mother of 
4 many Nations, who brought 
' forth our llaacy, our Laugbter, 

o whena juſt ſorrow conceiy'd for 

'* 4 loſſe efleemd irreparable bad 
if clouded rbis inferiour world 10 

{ pardon, gratious Princeſſe, my 
J weake endeavours to ſumme uf 

: thy coalue, which come as [bort 

if of thee, as my head does of Hea- 


"1 R 4. Ven, 
J- 


——— 
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Pen. Nothing that is not it : ſelfe 01 
glorified, can expreſſ thy glory 
fo the height. Thou deſervſia Ii 
 Qutireof Queenes bere, and an= 4 
other of Angels in Heavento n 
fing thy praiſes, Were all ihe | 
Earths brood, the droppes, the b 
ſands of the ſea, and the ſtarres 0 
of heaven tongued, they could 0 
c 

| 

F 


"1:1; all expreſſe thee ſo well, as 
filent extafie. 1 confeſſe, 0 my 
ſweeteſt Lady! that now | have 
ſaid all I canof thee, I bavs but 
but done like Timanthes, 4 
great Maſter in his 4rt, who 
being to expreſſe the rvaſtneſſe of 
aCyclops in a ſmall table, ar:W 
onely 


— 
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onely his Thur be, by which the 
ſpeftators might judge of his 
large proportion. To give thee 
an eſtimation an/werabie to thy 


merit, is a thing impoſſubl*. F 
' muſt therefore be content to doe 


by thee, as the antiens Heatren 
did by the [mag' 1 of thetr Gods, 
on whoſe heads, When by rea/on 
of their height, ily could nor 
place the Crownes, offer dto their 
Deiries,they bumbly 1azd them as 
their feet. 


FINTIS. 


